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Front Cover Photos 

 

Top: Winner of our photo competition, 

Antler Moth by Dot Ruston taken on 

the 14th of August 2015. 

 

Below: Hummingbird Hawk-Moth 

nectaring on Perennial Wallflower by 

Hilary Swift taken on the 11th of July 

2015.  This was initially sent in as a 

“Latest News” piece for the branch 

website. 
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Branch Chairman's Message  

By Mark Wynn 

Welcome to this the 2016 edition of Chequered Skipper, especially new 

members. Our Branch membership now exceeds 300 households which I 

feel sure reflects the respect, aims and activities of Butterfly Conservation 

that is held by moth-ers and butterfly lovers across the Highlands and 

Islands. That's very much evidenced in Pete Moore's article on the Branch's 

effective conservation projects in working with others outside Butterfly 

Conservation. However, please come forward with any suggestions or 

improvements you believe will make the Branch more topical and relevant. 

 

Sadly we're losing one committee member. Suzanne Gyseman, our 

Webmaster, is moving back to Wales. The Branch is immensely grateful to 

Suzanne, especially for getting the Branch on Facebook, which has made it 

easier to give your Committee your views. I am delighted to say Audrey 

Turner, our esteemed Treasurer and Membership Secretary, has now also 

stepped into Suzanne's shoes. Thank you Audrey. 

 

The bottom line though is that the Branch is a network of volunteers. Many 

thanks to all of you who sent in butterfly and moth records, and those who 

assisted in habitat enhancement field events. All these efforts are 

enormously appreciated. However, we could always do with more help. 

Please note Zoe's article on under-recorded squares and the Branch's 

programme of field trips. 

 

Finally, let's hope for a warmer Lepidoptera season. Certainly 2015 was 

very disappointing. I cannot recall seeing so few butterflies. So, I’m looking 

forward to meeting many of you on a field trip, if not on Saturday 9 April 

(see AGM reminder). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

AGM Reminder 

Just a reminder that our AGM will be held on Saturday the 9
th

 of April 2016 

at Charleston Community Complex, Charleston Academy, General Booth 

Road, Inverness IV3 8ET. 

 

The AGM will start at 10.30am, but the room will be open from 10am for 

tea, coffee and a chat.  After the AGM business has concluded, we’ll have 

the talks listed below, followed by lunch and, weather permitting, go 

through the moth traps and take a short local field trip. 

 

Dr Tom Prescott  – “Malawi” 

Dr David Barbour – “The Spread of Comma & Ringlet Butterflies in the 

Highland Branch area” 

Pete Moore  – “Moth Highlights of 2015” 

Dr Mark Young -  “Some Informal Memories of Mothing since the 1960s” 

 

Tea and coffee will be provided, but please bring your own lunch. 

 

Big Year for Moth Recording  

By Dr Zöe Randle 

The National Moth Recording Scheme (NMRS) was set up by Butterfly 

Conservation in 2007 to collate records of the 900 or so species of larger 

moths (macro-moths) across the UK, Isle of Man and Channel Islands. The 

NMRS database now holds 20.3 million moth records, with over 2 million 

recent and historical records being added during the last year alone. We are 

very grateful to the moth recording community and network of County 

Moth Recorders for their continued support of the NMRS. 

  

The next big target for the NMRS, in collaboration with MothsIreland, is to 

publish the first ever atlas of Britain and Ireland’s larger moths. The aim is 

to publish this atlas in 2018 using records up to 31st December 2016. Thus, 

we are now at the start of the final year of possible fieldwork for moth 

records to be collected for inclusion in the atlas. It is likely to be a busy year 

for the moth recording community what with targeting under-recorded areas 

and white-holes, capturing data from old diaries and notebooks and 

gathering historical records.  
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Moth records will only make it into the NMRS and, therefore, into the 

forthcoming atlas, via the network of County Moth Recorders. If you 

submit moth records elsewhere (e.g. to a Local Environmental Records 

Centre or an online recording platform) it would be worth checking now 

that your County Moth Recorder receives your records – they may not.  

 

Details of County Moth Recorders can be found on page 77 as well as at;- 

http://www.mothscount.org/text/57/county_moth_recorders.html  
 

A crude recent analysis of NMRS data from the year 2000 onwards revealed 

that 91% of 10km squares in the Highland Branch area have been recorded 

for moths. Therefore only 8% of 10km squares (57) are ‘white-holes’ that 

have no recent macro-moth records at all (see map). Many of these white-

holes are in remote, upland areas.  In addition, there are 192 10km squares 

(28% of the total) that we consider to be under-recorded (25 or fewer 

species and 50 or fewer records from 2000 onwards) in the branch area.   

 

In order to improve coverage the Highland Branch committee has again 

agreed to offer expenses to cover volunteers willing to record moths in 

under-recorded 10km squares in the branch area in 2016. However, there is 

only a limited amount of money available and claims must be agreed in 

advance to ensure that the pot is not overspent.  It is also important that you 

contact the relevant County Moth Recorder to ensure that other recorders 

have not already hatched plans to target the same squares. If you are 

interested in taking up this offer please contact the branch treasurer Audrey 

Turner (Email unicorn64@btinternet.com Tel: 07450 548862) with details 

of where you intend to go and approximate costs.  All claims must be made 

by the end of December.  The only other condition is that your moth records 

are submitted to the County Moth Recorder. 

 

The following map shows which squares are under-recorded and which are 

white-holes, a list is also available at the end of this article. Please bear in 

mind however, this may not be up-to-date as there may be records that we 

have not yet received from the County Moth Recorder network or uploaded 

into the NMRS database. So some squares may have higher totals than are 

shown on the map, this is another reason why it is important to liaise with 

the relevant County Moth Recorder.  It should also be noted that some of 

these squares are either boundary squares where only a small part of the 

square lies within Highland, or coastal squares which are predominantly 

sea. 

 

http://www.mothscount.org/text/57/county_moth_recorders.html
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com


7 
 

 



8 
 

Many thanks in advance for all your efforts to ensure the best possible 

coverage in the forthcoming atlas. 

 

Acknowledgement: 

Many thanks to Mike Taylor for his assistance with the map.  

 

Table 1 – Under-recorded and un-recorded 10km squares from 2000 

onwards in the NMRS Database 

 

 

10KM 

No. 

Records 

No. 

Spp 

 

VC 

  

10KM 

No. 

Records 

No. 

Spp 

 

VC 

NJ10 12 11 94  NM89 5 5 97 

NJ33 15 13 94  NG80 7 4 97 

NJ22 17 14 94  NN47 7 5 97 

NJ34 19 14 94  NG90 7 6 97 

NJ27 15 15 95  NN39 7 6 97 

NJ17 16 9 95  NM88 10 10 97 

NJ35 22 15 95  NN09 13 10 97 

NJ24 25 23 95  NM65 13 13 97 

NJ25 27 19 95  NM74 14 10 97 

NJ15 31 23 95  NM98 14 11 97 

NJ16 34 20 95  NM67 19 12 97 

NH61 9 7 96  NN29 21 14 97 

NH40 11 10 96  NN58 22 22 97 

NH62 12 9 96  NM69 24 18 97 

NH12 23 21 96  NN38 24 22 97 

NH50 26 21 96  NN27 26 22 97 

NN57 33 23 96  NM68 26 24 97 

NM87 1 1 97  NM96 28 14 97 

NM78 2 2 97  NM99 35 17 97 

NH00 3 2 97  NN36 0 0 97 

NM57 3 2 97  NM37 1 1 104 

NM47 3 3 97  NM38 1 1 104 

NM77 3 3 97  NM59 1 1 104 

NN26 4 3 97  NG37 2 2 104 

NM75 5 4 97  NG55 2 2 104 
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No. 

Records 

No. 

Spp 

 

VC 

  

10KM 

No. 

Records 

No. 

Spp 

 

VC 

NG31 3 3 104  NG95 8 7 105 

NG25 5 4 104  NG64 9 7 105 

NG65 5 5 104  NG94 9 7 105 

NG40 7 7 104  NG84 10 8 105 

NG23 9 4 104  NH28 11 10 105 

NG50 9 6 104  NH05 12 8 105 

NG34 10 8 104  NB90 15 8 105 

NG41 10 9 104  NG98 15 14 105 

NG63 13 8 104  NH17 16 12 105 

NG51 15 9 104  NC11 19 10 105 

NG60 15 11 104  NB91 27 16 105 

NG35 17 16 104  NG93 35 21 105 

NG61 18 13 104  NH97 1 1 106 

NG26 18 15 104  NH29 4 2 106 

NG54 20 18 104  NH38 5 5 106 

NG32 21 15 104  NH13 8 5 106 

NG45 23 18 104  NH14 8 8 106 

NG46 23 19 104  NH24 9 8 106 

NG43 23 21 104  NC73 5 5 107 

NG20 36 22 104  NC32 9 6 107 

NG13 0 0 104  NC72 17 3 107 

NG38 0 0 104  NC62 0 0 107 

NG66 0 0 104  NC83 0 0 107 

NM19 0 0 104  NC35 1 1 108 

NM29 0 0 104  NC37 1 1 108 

NH03 1 1 105  NC34 2 2 108 

NG79 2 2 105  NC45 2 2 108 

NG86 3 1 105  NC64 2 2 108 

NH04 3 3 105  NC15 3 3 108 

NH07 3 3 105  NC24 3 3 108 

NC00 5 4 105  NC36 5 4 108 

NH02 5 4 105  NC53 7 6 108 



10 
 

 

10KM 

No. 

Records 

No. 

Spp 

 

VC 

  

10KM 

No. 

Records 

No. 

Spp 

 

VC 

NC65 8 7 108  NB55 3 3 110 

NC33 9 9 108  NB56 3 3 110 

NC44 10 5 108  NF82 4 2 110 

NC21 18 10 108  NA92 4 4 110 

NC26 23 16 108  NL58 5 3 110 

NC66 28 21 108  NB02 6 4 110 

NC03 29 16 108  NF98 6 4 110 

NC23 41 25 108  NB13 7 2 110 

NC16 0 0 108  NF96 7 4 110 

NC27 0 0 108  NB33 8 4 110 

NC43 0 0 108  NL69 10 5 110 

NC54 0 0 108  NG09 10 6 110 

NC63 0 0 108  NB10 10 7 110 

ND07 17 14 109  NB32 10 9 110 

ND33 34 23 109  NF67 12 1 110 

NC93 0 0 109  NB24 12 12 110 

NA91 1 1 110  HW83 13 6 110 

NB34 1 1 110  NB14 16 9 110 

NB42 1 1 110  NB03 18 9 110 

NB45 1 1 110  NB12 21 17 110 

NF95 1 1 110  NG19 27 21 110 

NF97 1 1 110  HW63 0 0 110 

NG29 1 1 110  HX62 0 0 110 

NB20 2 2 110  NA00 0 0 110 

NB22 2 2 110  NA10 0 0 110 

NB23 2 2 110  NA81 0 0 110 

NB31 2 2 110  NA90 0 0 110 

NB35 2 2 110  NA93 0 0 110 

NB41 2 2 110  NB00 0 0 110 

NB44 2 2 110  NB01 0 0 110 

NF99 2 2 110  NB11 0 0 110 

NG08 3 2 110  NB21 0 0 110 
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10KM 

No. 

Records 

No. 

Spp 

 

VC 

  

10KM 

No. 

Records 

No. 

Spp 

 

VC 

NB30 0 0 110  HY61 22 12 111 

NB40 0 0 110  HY62 28 22 111 

NB46 0 0 110  ND38 48 20 111 

NB52 0 0 110  HY23 0 0 111 

NB53 0 0 110  HY34 0 0 111 

NF09 0 0 110  HY35 0 0 111 

NF56 0 0 110  HY54 0 0 111 

NF58 0 0 110  HY73 0 0 111 

NF61 0 0 110  HZ16 1 1 112 

NF66 0 0 110  HZ26 1 1 112 

NF68 0 0 110  HT94 2 2 112 

NF80 0 0 110  HU39 2 2 112 

NF88 0 0 110  HU57 2 2 112 

NF89 0 0 110  HU68 2 2 112 

NG07 0 0 110  HP40 3 3 112 

NG18 0 0 110  HU28 4 3 112 

NL57 0 0 110  HU67 5 2 112 

NL68 0 0 110  HU49 5 5 112 

NL79 0 0 110  HP51 8 7 112 

HY45 1 1 111  HU33 10 7 112 

HY60 1 1 111  HU40 10 7 112 

ND59 3 1 111  HU58 10 9 112 

HY33 3 3 111  HU56 11 10 112 

HY63 3 3 111  HU26 15 14 112 

HY55 5 4 111  HU48 16 11 112 

HY51 6 3 111  HU59 21 15 112 

ND19 6 3 111  HU25 22 15 112 

HY43 6 4 111  HU38 26 19 112 

HY52 11 10 111  HU24 28 20 112 

ND28 14 13 111  HP50 31 24 112 

HY10 15 10 111  HU34 45 25 112 

ND47 16 12 111  HU14 0 0 112 
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10KM 

No. 

Records 

No. 

Spp 

 

VC 

  

10KM 

No. 

Records 

No. 

Spp 

 

VC 

HU15 0 0 112  HU55 0 0 112 

HU16 0 0 112  HU66 0 0 112 

HU30 0 0 112  HZ17 0 0 112 

HU53 0 0 112      
 

Too Hot In Turkey - September 2015  

By Hilary Swift 

We had been talking about going to see Europe’s largest and most exotic 

butterfly, Two-tailed Pasha, for a few years, so Pete and myself decided it 

was about time we went to look for it.  As it is a coastal species of the 

Mediterranean, the foodplant being the Strawberry Tree (Arbutus,) we were 

able to return to one of our favourite countries, Turkey.  We had also been 

talking about visiting Cappadocia, the area in central Turkey known for its 

geologically-formed Fairy Chimneys, Troglodyte dwellings and rock-cut 

churches, so we came up with the idea of combining these two things with a 

few days in the middle spent in the mountains. 

 

The flight period for Two-tailed Pasha is May-June and August-September.  

As Pete is tied up with wader surveys until mid-June, we chose to go in 

September past the peak of their hot 

summer.  Average temperatures for 

September are around the mid 20’s - 

nice for us northerners un-

acclimatised to proper summers.  

However, it was a late season and 

for the two weeks we were there, 

temperatures were in the high 30’s, 

sometimes topping 40°C!  We 

struggled to venture far in the heat. 

 

So, to the trip.  Our pension in 

Cappadocia had a delightful 

courtyard garden full of Phlox 

paniculata, which was visited by 

Hummingbird Hawkmoths by day 

and by Spurge Hawkmoths after 

SPURGE HAWKMOTH  
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dark.  Our alfresco dinner was 

rather interrupted on the first 

night, as you can imagine!  A 

wander through the village gave 

us Southern Small White 

nectaring on Calendula and 

Cardinal on French Marigold.  I 

made a mental note to plant these 

in my garden.  There were a few 

damp patches on the ground with 

Anatolian Skipper, Silver-spotted 

Skipper and Persian Skipper mud-

puddling.   Also, a pale form of 

Small Heath was common, 

alongside individuals that were 

like “ours”. 

 

Further afield, driving out to 

explore the landscape, we 

would walk in amongst the 

rock formations looking for 

plants still in flower that 

provided a nectar source.  

There weren’t many, as most 

were brown and dried up.  

However, we did find one area 

of yellow daisy-like flowers in 

a damp gulley which was 

heaving with small butterflies.  

There were several species of 

copper here, a few blues and a 

few skippers.  By about 5pm, 

shadows were lengthening and 

the butterflies were settling 

down to roost, with several 

individuals perched on a single 

grass stem.   

 

In this dry, dusty environment we saw some late-season eastern species that 

we had never before heard of, like Great Steppe Grayling, Klug’s Tawny 

Rockbrown and White-banded Tawny Rockbrown.  They were all well-

PALE FORM OF SMALL HEATH  

SMALL HEATH & TURKISH FURRY 

BLUES ROOSTING 
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camouflaged and similar looking at first sight.  It took a while to get to grips 

with these, especially with the heat that was sapping our energy and brain 

power.  We saw a total of 25 butterfly species in Cappadocia in 5 days, 

before we moved on south to the mountains of the Ala Dağlar. 

 

Our pension in the mountains had the most stunning view from the balcony 

where we took all our meals.  The Ala Dağlar translates as the red 

mountains and only superlatives can be used to describe this place, 

particularly when watching the sun set whilst having dinner.  Oh, and that 

was after the fly past of Bee-eaters.  Talking to our host on arrival, he asked 

us if we’d heard of 

Speyside Wildlife – it 

turned out he does guiding 

for them from his pension! 

 

It was still very hot and we 

took the car up into the 

mountains, first crossing a 

vast expanse of grassland 

inhabited by shepherds.  At 

an overflowing spring we 

found a little goldmine of 

mud-puddling butterflies.  

Not only was there plenty 

of lovely fresh cold water 

to drink for us, there was shade and it was cooling to go barefoot in the wet 

grass!  There were up to a hundred butterflies here with a good mix of 

species, including various graylings and skippers, Clouded Yellow, Queen 

of Spain Fritillary and Hermit.  Representing the blues, there were Adonis 

Blue (a butterfly found above 2,000 m) and Long-tailed Blue in good 

numbers.  As mentioned earlier, it was a late season and we were seeing 

species I thought would be past their flight period, including Apollo very 

high up at about 3,000 metres.  We notched up 36 species here in four days, 

before heading further south.  Before we go, for the birders, I should just 

mention that one morning at sunrise, we were taken up to 3,000m for 

Caspian Snowcock, Wallcreeper, Snowfinch, Alpine Accentor, Red-fronted 

Serin and Crimson-winged Finch, and in the headlights of the truck we had 

an Eagle Owl sitting on the track in front of us! 

 

We hadn’t pre-booked anywhere on the coast because we had no specific 

sites lined up for Two-tailed Pasha.  My on-line efforts to find a Pasha site 

ADONIS BLUE - SIMILAR TO SMALL BLUE 

BUT WITH CHEQUERED FRINGE 
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had proved fruitless 

beforehand.  It was to be a 

case of driving along looking 

for Strawberry Tree and then 

slamming on the brakes.  I 

had read that mixing over-

ripe banana with red wine or 

Ouzo was a good lure for 

Pasha, so I had some 

prepared.  We headed for a 

small town south of Adana, 

away from the tourist sprawl 

that is west of the city.  The 

whole of the surrounding area 

was agricultural and it was 

quite an education seeing 

people in the fields 

harvesting by hand.  The 

workers were living in encampments.  I will never look at a sunflower seed 

again without remembering the piles of sunflower husks laid out in the sun, 

being walked through by lines of men and women turning them over with 

their feet in the 40°C heat.  Other crops being harvested included cotton, 

monkey nuts, beans, chilli peppers, pomegranates and citrus fruits.  The 

only combine harvester we saw was for maize. 

 

Suitable habitat for butterflies was mainly limited to hedgerows and a few 

grassy areas, so species numbers were limited to eight for this area.  I was 

delighted to find some tiny species of blue which I hadn’t reckoned on 

seeing – Grass Jewel at 9mm wingspan, Indian Grass Blue at 1.0cm, Small 

Desert Blue at 1.1cm,  Little Tiger Blue at 1.2cm and Lang’s Short-tailed 

Blue at a whopping 1.5cm.  Once we had got our eye in, we could see there 

were hundreds of Indian Grass Blue and Lang’s Short-tailed Blue wherever 

there were brambles and other hedgerow shrubs.  There were also large 

numbers of the moth, Crimson Speckled, which is a rare immigrant to the 

U.K. 

 

And so on to Two-tailed Pasha.  Did we find Strawberry Tree?  Did my lure 

work?  I’m afraid the answer is no to both!  We failed miserably in finding 

it, but it didn’t matter in the slightest because we had so many other things 

to see, so many lovely experiences of Turkish hospitality and most 

importantly, the hot weather forced us to relax! 

LITTLE TIGER BLUE IN ONE OF PETE’S 

“DIRTY POTS” 
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LESSER FIERY COPPER  

 
SWALLOWTAIL  
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Collecting Parasites for Pine-tree Lappet 

Moth Research By Stuart Bence 

The Pine-tree Lappet moth was first found near to Inverness in 2004 and 

subsequent surveys found it to be breeding in the Beauly valley area.  It is 

not yet clear if this population is part of a relic population of perhaps a more 

widespread UK population or if it has been introduced accidently.  

Although some DNA work has been carried out, this has not proven 

conclusively where the species originated from.  The species is of interest to 

the forestry industry because in Europe, where the species is native, it has 

caused serious damage to conifer forests.  This is especially the case for 

Scots Pine plantations, the moths’ main food plant, and has led to 

widespread tree death in more extreme cases.  Germany and Poland have 

had particularly large outbreaks leading to tree death over large forestry 

areas.  However it has been noted that where outbreaks of the species 

occurred, not all forests were affected to the same extent, and in fact many 

survived with little or no damage.  The forests that had lower Pine-tree 

Lappet moth numbers were often found to have a greater level of plant 

diversity in the understorey and often contained mixed planting of tree 

species.  It is thought that these plants support many species of predatory 

beetle, harvestmen, parasitic wasps and parasitic flies. This has since 

become the subject of research based at Inverness College, UHI, to 

determine how our woodlands can be bolstered in terms of resilience to 

outbreaks of this species. 

 

The main goal of the research is to find ways to change forest management 

to support predatory species that will keep the Pine-tree Lappet moth 

numbers at a natural level.  This also provides an alternative to pesticide 

control that is already used in mainland Europe to control the species which 

often has a low level of effectiveness, but impacts on other species.  Many 

groups of predators are being investigated as part of this research, but it is 

thought that parasitic flies and wasps are likely to be the most effective.  

These parasites most commonly attack the eggs, larvae and sometimes 

pupae of the moth.  Different species attack different parts of the moth’s life 

cycle, but using the same strategy, which is to lay their eggs inside of their 

host.  These subsequently hatch, eating the host as they develop, and some 

species can even control the host’s actions.  Eventually the parasites pupate, 

often on the outside of the host, before emerging as adults.   
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These parasites have some of the most evolved predatory characteristics in 

the insect world with the wasps having the most complex interactions of the 

two groups.  They use chemical signals to track their hosts, and these can 

include chemicals given off by larvae feeding, pupae forming, and even 

degrading scales left behind by female moths on their eggs.  They use these 

abilities to track their prey with great efficiency.  They are also able to 

regulate the number of eggs they lay depending on how available their host 

species is.  This ensures they will not reduce the host’s population below a 

sustainable level, as this would be detrimental to their own survival as many 

of the species have very few suitable host species, and in many cases rely 

on a single species. 

 

Some species will have more than one host, though often one will be 

preferred above others, although they will often switch their preference if 

another host becomes more common in their environment.  These types of 

abilities make parasitic species highly effective at regulating species that 

could become potential pests but without causing detrimental damage to the 

species’ population or other species in the environment. Some parasites 

specialise on one host and there are several species in Europe who are a 

specialist on the Pine-tree Lappet moth. 

 

 If the Pine-tree Lappet moth had been introduced into the Beauly valley by 

accident it is highly unlikely that it would have been in high enough 

numbers for its parasites to breed and the parasites would have had to have 

been brought in with the moth.  By surveying for these species in the area 

we can gain information to help control Pine-tree Lappet moth numbers in 

the future and could provide information on the moths’ origins.  Both 

parasitic wasps and flies can be captured using a wide range of methods but 

one that is very successful, and is known to be so for several species we are 

interested in, is light traps. 

 

As anyone who runs a moth trap will have found, flies and wasps will often 

come to their traps.  We would like to ask for volunteers who live in the 

wider Beauly and Inverness area to capture any wasps and flies that come to 

their traps.  This will allow us to cover a far greater area and get information 

from a larger number of traps that could provide key information for the 

project.  Parasitic wasps and flies range from a few millimetres to several 

cm long, especially the wasps.  The wasps are often black or brown with 

striped or patterned markings in some cases, not the typical yellow and 

black striped wasps we normally think about; these are not parasitic and are 

able to sting when handled unlike the vast majority of parasitic species.  
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They will often have what look like large tails which is their ovipositor for 

egg laying.  They will have a narrow waist between their thorax and 

abdomen and have long, sometimes curly antennae.  For the flies they will 

look like most flies though some especially small species might be hard to 

recognise.  All flies have only one pair of wings; all other insects have four. 

Under one pair of wings there is a small club shaped appendage called a 

haltere which is the remnants of what was once the second set of wings.  

This is particularly obvious on Cranefly species.  Parasitic flies will often 

have a long tail like appendage, same as the wasps, but might be difficult to 

separate from other flies.  Therefore taking up to five flies of each different 

looking type of fly in the trap allows us to identify them in the lab.  By 

taking several of the same looking type this will increase the chance that 

any similar looking species to the naked eye will also be represented in the 

sample. 

 

We can provide anyone interested in helping with the project with tubes of 

alcohol to store the wasps and flies they catch.  Unfortunately unlike most 

moths, few of these species can be identified while alive and many will be 

identified by examining their DNA.  We would ask volunteers to put each 

night’s and trap’s catch in separate tubes and mark a location, date, type of 

trap used and name on the tube and if possible give some details on plant 

species present in the area around the trap.   

 

This project can only be achieved with volunteer help and will build 

information on how to change management for these species, discover 

further details of the Pine-tree Lappet moths’ history and provide much new 

information on these parasitic species in the Highlands of Scotland as well 

as the nation as a whole.  Most of these species are very under-recorded and 

we will submit records for all species we manage to identify to recorders.   

 

If you don’t have access to a moth trap but would like to get involved they 

can also often be trapped at windows, outside lights or by sweeping 

vegetation with nets.  We will also be running a number of light traps 

through the project and are keen to have any volunteers along to help on 

these nights.  We can also provide ID sheets showing what these species 

look like and ID training.  Anything from a single night’s catch to nightly 

trapping would all provide really helpful information.  If you would like to 

volunteer to help with the project, or would like any further information 

please contact Stuart Bence at Inverness College Department of Research 

by email stuart.bence.ic@uhi.ac.uk or on 07590409524.  

 

mailto:stuart.bence.ic@uhi.ac.uk
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Scarce Bordered Straw in Ardnamurchan 

By John T. Knowler 

The Scarce Bordered Straw is resident in and continually brooded in 

southern Europe and northern Africa. It occurs as an immigrant to the UK 

and is recorded almost annually but in varying numbers and mainly on the 

south coast of England. However, in years of abundance it can occur more 

widely and 2015 was a year of abundance. Nevertheless, it was surprising to 

catch one as far north as the southern shore of the Ardnamurchan peninsula. 

Fig1 shows the moth caught near Glenbeg on 4
th

 July. 

 

The moth was a female and in 

Tom Prescott’s tender care laid a 

few eggs. He subsequently gave 

me six small larvae all of which I 

reared to pupation.  However, I 

was far less successful in the care 

of the pupae than the larvae.  

Because the moth is continuously 

brooded, I thought it highly likely 

that the moths would hatch in the 

autumn of 2015 rather than over-

winter.  This meant that I had to 

take the pupae on holiday with me 

and they suffered as a result. I did 

not monitor condensation adequately and four of the six pupae were lost to 

mould.  The other two hatched on 27
th

 September and the 19
th

 of October. 

 

The Scarce Bordered Straw is a 

very variable moth so it was 

interesting to see how variable 

the progeny of this single 

female would prove to be. It 

was obviously disappointing 

that there were only two adults 

from which to assess this but 

from fig3 and 4 it can be seen 

that they are very different from 

each other 

 

FIGURE 1 CAUGHT SCARCE 

BORDERED STRAW  

FIGURE 2 LARVAL PROGENY OF 

CAUGHT MOTH  
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FIGURE 3 PROGENY OF CAUGHT MOTH 

 

FIGURE 4 PROGENY OF CAUGHT MOTH 
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Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey 

By Ewan Munro, WCBS Champion for 

Highland Branch 

Despite last year's disappointing summer and nearly non-existent spring, 

Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS) volunteers in the Highlands 

and Islands managed to visit 18 squares – a welcome improvement on the 

12 squares surveyed in 2014. Since WCBS coverage in the UK as a whole 

fell in 2015, this is an especially great effort by Highland Branch's 

members, and I would like to say thank you to everyone who took part last 

year. 

 

The data gathered by the WCBS have also been proving their worth 

recently, being included in the State of the UK's Butterflies 2015 report, 

where they showed declines in a number of wider countryside butterfly 

species. This is the first time that WCBS data have been used in such a 

report, and illustrates the importance of the survey. 

 

The WCBS will, of course, continue this year, and hopefully we can do 

even better in 2016! There is certainly plenty of scope for increasing 

coverage – there are still 64 unclaimed squares scattered across the branch 

area, from Hamnavoe in Shetland to Morvern in the south. As such, there is 

a good chance that there will be a square near you, so if you fancy taking 

part in a valuable, simple butterfly survey (only two visits to the square each 

year are required), please get in touch with me ( wcbs@highland-

butterflies.org.uk ) and I will see what I can offer you.  

 

Alternatively, we now have a list of vacant WCBS squares on the Highland 

Branch website at;- 

http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk/Previous Events/2015 WCBS 

Squares.html  

 

The squares are listed by geographical region, and I have also given an 

indication of the accessibility of each square. We will keep the list updated 

as the season goes on, removing squares as people offer to survey them. 

 

If you have any questions about the WCBS, please get in touch. Any new 

volunteers will be greatly appreciated! And for the existing surveyors, here's 

hoping for some good weather this summer!                             

mailto:wcbs@highland-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:wcbs@highland-butterflies.org.uk
http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk/Previous
http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk/Previous
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Moth records from Moray and East 

Inverness-shire, VC95 & VC96 in 2015  

By Mike Taylor 

The number of records received at the time of writing is 4,179 for Moray 

and 6,550 for East Inverness-shire. There are quite a lot more records to 

come in and I would expect the combined totals for the two VCs to be 

somewhere over 12,000. In addition to the 2015 records there have been 

well over 7,000 older records added to the two datasets. Some of these have 

come from searches of journals and from historic collections, but by far the 

most from hand written field notebooks, so thank you to those that have 

spent long periods transcribing these records into something that can be 

imported into the vice-county records. 

 

PAMMENE RHEDIELLA -  BOAT OF GARTEN  

There were no new macro moth species found in VC95 Moray, however 

four new micro moth species were added to the vice-county list. On 21st 

April, two visiting moth recorders, Huw John and Mel Bellingham trapped 
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both a Mompha langiella 

and an Acleris literana in 

Culbin Forest.  On 30th 

May Britt and I found a 

Pammene rhediella in Boat 

of Garten, it was initially 

flying but soon settled on a 

leaf of a Bird-cherry, very 

obliging. Finally on 20th 

October again Britt and I 

found six Epiphyas 

postvittana (Light Brown 

Apple Moth) at Findhorn. This last one was originally an Australian species 

which was probably accidently imported into the UK in the 1930s.  It has 

since become very common in the south of the UK and appears to be 

continuing to spread north.  

For VC96 East Inverness-shire there was one new species of macro moth. 

On 12th June Doug Gilbert trapped a Marbled Brown in Invermoriston, one 

week later a second Marbled Brown was trapped ten kilometres further west 

by myself at Dundreggan on a Highland Branch moth event. In Scotland the 

Marbled Brown is a species with a south west bias so rather unsurprisingly 

these were found near to the SW edge of the vice-county. In addition to this 

macro moth, four species of micro moth were added to the East Inverness-

shire list. On 29th May Doug Gilbert trapped a Micropterix tunbergella at 

Invermoriston. On 12th August Rosemary Holt trapped an Evergestis 

pallidata in Inverfarigaig. Two week later on the 29th August Ewan Munro 

trapped a Bryotropha domestica in Inverness and finally on 30th October 

Tom Prescott trapped a Tachystola acroxantha in Kingussie. This last 

species appears to have been another that was accidentally imported into the 

UK from Australia.  It was first found in Devon in 1908 and until a few 

years ago was largely confined to the SW of the UK but now appears to be 

spreading. Tom’s record appears to be just the second for Scotland with 

Renfrewshire being the only other vice-county that it has been found in. 

EPIPHYAS POSTVITTANA  - FINDHORN 
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Records received so far for the area’s resident specialities and UKBAP 

species are summarised below: 

Rannoch Sprawler, there are twenty five records covering the period 15th 

March to 7th May. Following the finding of this species in two new 10km 

squares in a new area for the moth (Dulsie Bridge, NH94 by M. Taylor in 

2013 and Logie Steading, NJ05 by M. Young in 2014) I asked Fiona Hay 

who lives in an adjacent square (NJ04) if she wouldn’t mind putting out her 

trap in March as there appeared to be suitable habitat nearby. Success 

arrived on 27th March with a single Rannoch Sprawler trapped. These areas 

have probably never been trapped early enough in the year to look for this 

species and it is not impossible for it to be found in other nearby locations. 

There is a small amount of suitable habit in NH95 so maybe that is the next 

one to try. 

Sword-grass, there were just the two records with singles being caught by 

Fiona Hay near Dunphail on 27th March and Graham Jones at Insh Marshes 

on 10th April. 

Kentish Glory, There were twenty nine records, all adult moths bar two 

which were egg-batches. The first was an adult male found by David 

Lambie on Granish Moor on 10th April.  This was followed by a further 31 

moths being trapped on Granish and at Culbin Forest by Dave Grundy and 

team. As with most years, I trapped a single in my garden in Boat of Garten 

on 21st April and the last two records for 2015 were egg-batches found by 

Tom Prescott in Culbin Forest on 29th April. 

Small Dark Yellow Underwing, 2015 proved to be a better year for the 

species. Whilst there were just the four records most significantly three 

were at new sites for the species. On 24th April whilst searching an area of 

bearberry on Dava Moor that Britt and I have looked at many times over the 

past seven or eight years Britt noticed something small and black crawling 

about amongst the blackened base of a small patch of bearberry. Perhaps as 

a response to our close attention it briefly flashed its wings open and there 

were the unmistakable yellow underwings. There was quite a strong wind 

blowing at the time so when it flew it was just a very short low dash to the 

next patch of foodplant. A short while later I managed to locate a second 
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moth.  Whether it is a new colonisation I do not know but I strongly suspect 

that they have been there all the time but perhaps out of sight below the  

 

SMALL DARK YELLOW UNDERWING  - CARRBRIDGE  

bearberry. The second record was by Gus Jones on 2nd May when he found 

one on a fence post at An Camas Mor near Aviemore. The third record was 

a mating pair on a fence post at a known site near Carrbridge found by 

myself on 4th May. The final record for the year came from Stewart Taylor 

who had suspected that an area near Eag Mhor on the Dorback estate may 

be good for the species; on 9th May his suspicions proved to be correct 

when he saw one on a fence post. 

Netted Mountain Moth, rather surprisingly despite this moth occupying 

similar habitat to the Small Dark Yellow Underwing and previously being 

relatively easy to find there were no records for the species at all in 2015. 
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Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth, between 14th May and 6th June there 

were nine records for the species last year. Although not particularly 

common the species is fairly widespread in these two VCs with records 

from Glen Moriston, Glen Strathfarrar, Errogie, Insh Marshes, and a couple 

of sites near to Grantown on Spey and Boat of Garten.  

Pine-tree Lappet, this species continues to be monitored by Butterfly 

Conservation and Forestry Commission Scotland with only the one record 

in so far. A single male was trapped near Beauly by Robert Arnfield on 12th 

August, this is a very late date for the species but in a year of late dates is 

perhaps not as surprising as it might otherwise be. 

Welsh Clearwing, this was one of the target species for a moth event held 

at Dundreggan on 20th June but due to the late running season was not 

found, nor were there any other records for this species for 2015. 

Northern Dart, a single specimen was trapped near Pityoulish near Boat of 

Garten at a new site by Hen Robinson on 24th August. 

Dark Bordered Beauty, this was a poor season for Dark Bordered Beauty 

where the prolonged cold spring, followed by a cool unsettled summer 

appears to have had an effect on the numbers caught. Just three moths were 

found at the VC96 site and two at the Moray site. 

Cousin German, after the poor weather of spring and summer the 

conditions improved as autumn approached so 2015 proved to be a 

somewhat better year than 2014 for this species with eleven records 

between 11th and 22nd August from Insh Marshes, Drumguish, Castle 

Grant, Grantown on Spey and Kingussie. 

Portland Moth, just two records from Culbin Forest on 20th August by 

Duncan Davidson. 

Under-recorded squares continue to be targeted with steady progress being 

made. Should anyone wish to take on a square within Moray or East 

Inverness-shire then please contact me and I shall be more than happy to 

provide a list within your chosen area. 
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Pro-active Butterfly Conservation in the 

Highland Branch Area By Pete Moore 

You will be aware of the programme of field trips and moth trapping events 

put together by Highland and Islands branch each year (see from page 54 in  

this issue of Chequered Skipper). From this list of events you will notice 

that there are three planned work parties carrying out practical habitat 

management for butterflies – scrub clearance at Polmaily and Glen Orrin to 

benefit Pearl-bordered Fritillary and planting kidney vetch, the food-plant of 

Small Blue, at Ardersier. You can see that we are not just wandering about 

the countryside looking at butterflies, we are also engaged in some pro-

active butterfly conservation work. 

  

However, you may not realise that your Highland branch committee is 

currently involved with a number of conservation projects. Some of these 

are described below. 

 

 We are part-funding the Caithness Biodiversity Group’s “Small is 

Bluetiful” project. This is an exciting and ambitious project aimed 

at improving the fortunes of the Small Blue butterfly in the Dunnet 

area. This project will include a training day for monitoring Small 

Blues, volunteer work parties, liaison with landowners, production 

of leaflets, working with schools and growing, then planting out, 

kidney vetch.  

 

 An uncontrolled fire at Tarbat Ness in Easter Ross has burned a 

large area of gorse. There are believed to be Small Blue and 

Northern Brown Argus butterflies in the area and so the 

opportunity has arisen to carry out management work for the 

benefit of these species. Mark Wynn (Branch Chairman) and 

David Barbour (Highland Butterfly Recorder) visited the site along 

with representatives from Scottish Natural Heritage and the 

Highland Council Ranger Service. It was decided that David 

Barbour would monitor the site for butterfly food-plants during the 

summer, after which management recommendations could be 

made. 

 

 The committee has objected to a Planning Application for the 

construction of two chalets next to Flowerfield Meadow near Boat 

of Garten. Flowerfield is one of the most important sites for 
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butterflies and moths in Scotland, if not the UK. As many as 180 

species of lepidoptera have been recorded here, including 7 Red 

Data Book species, 20 Nationally Scarce species and 6 species on 

the Scottish Biodiversity List. Extensive livestock grazing is 

crucial for management of the meadow and it is feared that 

construction of the chalets will have a detrimental impact on the 

livestock grazing regime. 

 

 In summer 2015, a team of branch volunteers carried out repairs of 

stock fencing at the UK’s only known colony of New Forest 

Burnet moth. For more details, see the article on page 40 in this 

issue of Chequered Skipper.  

 

 We are part-funding The Bog Squad – a group of volunteers 

restoring peatland sites across the Central Belt through blocking 

drainage channels, controlling invasive trees and removing 

rhododendron. The Bog Squad are also monitoring butterflies and 

moths on these peatland sites. Although mostly operating outside 

of the Highland branch area, the Bog Squad are carrying out such 

important and inspiring work that we wanted to support their 

efforts and enable them to continue.  See the article on page 36 for 

information  on some of their work in the Highlands 

 

 We are purchasing some amazing tools called “tree-poppers” 

which are designed to uproot shrubs and small trees. These will 

enable volunteer work parties to more effectively remove scrub as 

part of a programme to improve habitats for butterflies. 

 

Hopefully this will give you an insight into the work of your branch 

committee with an emphasis on pro-active butterfly and moth conservation. 

Please join us on one of our work-parties! 

 

Biological Recording in the Outer Hebrides 

By William Neill 

News flash! New species have been added to Outer Hebrides Biological 

Recording: Standfussiana lucernea - Northern Rustic, Mniotype adusta - 

Dark Brocade, Omphaloscelis lunosa - Lunar Underwing. How did this 

happen? 
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In December 2000 a Local Biodiversity Action Plan was put together by the 

local council: Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. At the time there was a reasonable 

amount of information on the numbers and distribution of birds and to some 

extent that of flowering plants but there was limited access to information 

on most other taxa. Because of this one of the main aims of the Action Plan 

was to establish a record centre.  

 

Some years later The Western Isles Natural History Society known as 

Curracag began to explore the possibility of creating a biological recording 

data base. Contacts with the National Biodiversity Network and the 

Highland Biological Recording Group gave us an idea of how to proceed 

and a funding application was made to LEADER in 2011. Later that year 

the website went live and Outer Hebrides Biological Recording was 

launched.   

  

To publicise our existence, one of our early projects was a free picture 

postcard inviting records of Green-veined White butterflies.  We knew they 

were reasonably easy to identify and probably present throughout the island 

chain so the card would be equally relevant on the Isle of Lewis as it would 

be on Barra. How common was the Green-veined White and would people 

respond?  We need not have worried, we received over fifty postcards in the 

first five months and they came from Stornoway to Vatersay. We know now 
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that the Green-veined White is widely distributed throughout the Outer 

Isles. Surprisingly it also brought to light the almost complete absence of 

the Small White. Presumably the Small White migrates to the Outer Isles in 

years when it is plentiful on the mainland. 

 

In the past many experts with knowledge of specific taxa visited the islands 

and returned home leaving the people of the Islands and the wider 

community with no knowledge of their findings. Now that there is 

somewhere for records to be gathered, checked, verified and made available 

much has changed. OHBR now holds over forty-two thousand records 

including 26,431 moth and butterfly records of 489 species. The number of 

moth species recorded for the Outer Hebrides has increased significantly 

(68%) almost entirely due to the efforts of local recorders. 

 

After the LEADER grant expired OHBR successfully applied to Scottish 

Natural Heritage for some financial support.  This has been essential to the 

development of our geographical spread and to improve our capacity to 

record difficult taxa by arranging study days with visiting specialists. It also 

helped fund volunteers to train with the Field Studies Council. We have also 

been assisted by the many experts who have provided freely of their time, 

advice and identification skills. Records now come from a wide range of 

people, some are specialists, and others have a general interest in natural 

history and conservation.  

 

If you are interested in the 

wildlife of the Outer 

Hebrides we make all our 

records available via the 

National Biodiversity 

Network Gateway 

(www.nbn.org.uk). Details 

including a complete list of 

the moths and butterflies 

recorded so far are all 

available on our website 

www.ohbr.org.uk.  

We are adding new species 

all the time, but just as 

importantly we need to fill 

in those under recorded 

squares and “white holes” so 
GREEN SILVER-LINES  

http://www.ohbr.org.uk/


32 
 

clearly indicated for moths in this and previous editions of the Chequered 

Skipper.  

 

These days information on the diversity, numbers and distribution of 

species has never been more important. If you are here in the islands as a 

visitor or resident this is an invitation to send your records to OHBR. Full 

details are available on our website (www.ohbr.org.uk). 

 

Polmaily Transect, Glenurquhart  

By Ron & Dot Ruston 

If someone asked ‘How long have you been walking the transect at 

Polmaily?’, we would probably say ‘About 7 years’, but looking back 

through diaries, it is actually coming up to the end of our 9
th

 year. 

 

It all started when we spotted a poster on the public notice board in 

Drumnadrochit, asking for volunteers to help with a transect at Polmaily, 

giving a telephone number and e-mail address for one of the Highland 

Rangers.  So, although we had little knowledge of the word transect, it 

sounded interesting and something different and we put our names down 

eventually kicking off in April 2007.  

 

There were approximately 6-8 

folk including ourselves and 

armed with identification 

leaflets showing the butterflies 

we could possibly see in our 

area during the season, 

together with a map taken from 

a section of the Ordnance 

Survey sheet and divided into 

11 sections of a 1.5km walk, 

we set off for the first time.  

There were a few small white 

nets available (we still have 

ours!) for those really keen.  

Naturally it took longer to do this first walk, as we had to become 

familiarised with the marker points for each section, i.e. lay-bys, large 

rocks, small burns and certain trees.  Sometime later after quite a few 

FEMALE COMMON BLUE  
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‘missed’ nettings and much hilarity we ended up with the necessary 

information on our Weekly Field Recording Form. 

 

In 2007 we were helped considerably on the transect by one of the Rangers 

and usually met up at a pre-arranged time.  As we were not familiar with the 

Dingy Skipper or any of the Fritillaries, it was necessary to net any we saw 

to make a definite identification, as of course the period when PBF and 

SPBF are around does overlap. 

 

The first few years we shared the recording with another local resident and 

would try to cover weeks with one another when either of us was away or 

ill.  Eventually we got to grips with entering our records on UKBMS site so 

we no longer needed to send written records into the Ranger Office. 

 

Polmaily is a beautiful spot 

with a variety of different 

wildlife, some of which has 

been seen on the number of 

field trips we have 

experienced here and the 

picnics alongside the burn.  

Scrub bashing accompanied 

by the annual ‘Bake-Off 

Competition’ have always 

enticed a good number to 

come along and wield 

cutters, rakes and saws, 

battling to keep the dreaded 

gorse and broom at bay.  The 

first time we heard a Sika 

deer’s shrill call was here 

and sightings of red deer too.  

Slow worms, red squirrels, 

many different colourful 

beetles and of course day 

flying moths plus 

caterpillars. We always 

enjoy the return walk down 

the track as there is such a brilliant view through Glenurquhart towards 

Loch Ness and living so close to the transect means we can pick and choose 

the best weather, but don’t always get it right. 

POLMAILY IN THE SPRING 
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Looking back through some correspondence from Mairi Nicolson in 2007, 

when she was with the Highland Countryside Rangers,  she indicated that 

Jimmy McKellar suggested Polmaily as a possible transect walk, so we are 

pleased that it is still ongoing.  Although 2015 was not a particularly good 

year we always look forward with optimism and hope that in 2016 the 

butterfly numbers will increase.  Without the help and cooperation of 

Forestry Commission Scotland in keeping the track flailed when necessary 

so that we have an open aspect to let in the sun, maybe the butterflies would 

not be surviving as well as they do. 

 

Plant Share By Hilary Swift 

Do you have any spare butterfly-friendly plants from your garden?  Maybe 

something that’s produced lots of seedlings that you don’t have space for?  

Or maybe you’ve collected seed or have cuttings that are just sitting 

around?  If so, then bring them along to our AGM on 9
th

 April 2016 where 

we will have a plant stall! 

 

For those budding wildlife gardeners, we can perhaps swap tips and 

information on what attracts butterflies into our gardens and what are the 

hardiest butterfly and moth plants that will survive our Highland winters. 

 

The idea is not to sell plants, but simply share amongst members. 

 

Caption Competition 

After last year’s caption competition we decided to run it again, this time 

we’ve a photo of Tom Prescott asleep in a chair just begging for a suitable 

caption! 

 

All entries will be read out anonymously at the AGM on Saturday the 9
th

 of 

April and the winner will be decided by popular vote (or loudest groan)! 

 

Entries should be sent to me by the 8
th

 of April, either by email to: 

unicorn64@btinternet.com or you can phone me on 07450 548862 if you 

don’t have access to email.   

 

Alternatively, if you are attending the AGM, then you can hand in your 

entry on the day.  

 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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For Peat’s Sake! By David Hill  

(Peatland Restoration Project Officer)  

Butterfly Conservation’s Bog Squad was formed in 2014 to help restore 

Scotland’s peatland habitats. A range of Lepidoptera species rely on the 

dwarf shrubs, bog-loving grasses and fringe woodland habitats that 

peatlands provide. Unfortunately many of our peatland sites have been 

damaged over the years by attempts to drain them for forestry, agriculture 

and peat cutting. This leaves the peat vulnerable to drying out and eroding 

threatening the specialist flora and fauna that thrive in boggy conditions.    

  

In October 2015 the Bog Squad spent a weekend working with Trees for 

Life volunteers to improve the health of peatland in Glen Affric. The site is 

a large boggy clearing amidst a pine plantation that had once been marked 

up and drained for forestry planting. Over two days 14 volunteers worked 

hard to block the old drainage ditches with plastic piling. These dams 

reduce the volume of water being lost from the bog which helps to ensure 

the habitat remains nice and boggy!  

 

During 2016 we hope to continue our peatland restoration work in Glen 

Affric whilst also conducting butterfly and moth surveys to help improve 

our knowledge of these poorly recorded habitats.  

 

More information on the work of the Bog Squad can be found at: 

http://bogsquad.weebly.com  

  

If you would like to get involved with our project please get in touch via: 

peatproject@btconnect.com or on 01786 447753.  

 

The Bog Squad is supported through the SNH-led Peatland Action project   

    

 

 

 

 

http://bogsquad.weebly.com/
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VOLUNTEERS DAMMING A DITCH  IN GLEN AFFRIC 

 

Photo Competition 

We are inviting Branch members to submit their photos of Lepidoptera 

taken this season to be judged at our committee meeting on the 1
st
 of 

October. The winning photo will appear on the cover of the 2017 issue of 

our newsletter Chequered Skipper. 

 

Please e-mail your entries to Mark Wynn at: 

markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk 

 

Closing date Friday 30
th

 of Septmeber 2016. 

 

Good luck. 
 

   

 

mailto:markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk
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Introducing the Urban Butterfly Project 

By Anthony McCluskey, Urban Butterfly 

Project Officer 

Urban areas can be real havens for wildlife, and butterflies are no exception. 

The ‘Urban Butterfly Project’ is set to launch this spring, and over the next 

three years there will be dozens of workshops to teach people in urban areas 

of Central Scotland how to identify and record butterflies. There will also 

be opportunities to work with councils to improve the quality of their 

greenspaces for butterflies.  

 

This project was preceded by the ‘Biodiversity in Glasgow’ (BIG) project in 

2007 and 2008, in which newly-trained volunteers recorded 17 species of 

butterfly in Glasgow. BIG found that urban greenspaces varied greatly in 

their suitability for butterflies, with some areas having no butterflies 

recorded at all, while others had 11 species! This new project will build on 

that work to find out more about how butterflies are using urban 

greenspaces. And for those spaces with few butterflies because of poor 

habitat, we’ll seek to work with land managers to make the habitats better 

through wildflower planting and other schemes.   

 

For me, one of the most promising outcomes of the project is the possibility 

that we’ll find new populations of some of the less common species. For 

example, the Holly Blue butterfly appears to be gaining ground in central 

Scotland, and there are several fairly new populations in Edinburgh. 

Glasgow also has at least one site where Green Hairstreaks are found.  

 

Having never seen a Green Hairstreak myself, I’m tantalised by the prospect 

of seeing those little gems this summer. I want to inspire that spirit of 

discovery and wonder of the natural world in people who attend my 

workshops. I believe that, given the skills to ‘read’ a butterfly, these people 

can go on to become keen recorders. Some of BC’s most active volunteers 

came through the BIG project, and I am sure we will find more enthusiastic 

and skilled volunteers through ‘Urban Butterfly Project’.  

 

I will also be engaging with current Branch members to help them become 

more involved in BC’s work. There will be volunteer training workshops, 

and more guidance for people interested in volunteering. While my work is 

only funded for Central Scotland, the materials I produce could be used 
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throughout Scotland. I am creating a new set of presentation slides for the 

workshops, and if anyone from Highland branch would like a copy of these 

so they can deliver similar workshops in their area, please contact me using 

the Stirling office email or postal address. 

 

This project is generously funded by Scottish Natural Heritage, Heritage 

Lottery fund, and BC Scotland’s Glasgow and South West Branch. 

 

 
ORANGE-TIP BY ROBERT THOMPSON  
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New Forest Burnet – One of Britain’s Rarest 

Moths By Tom Prescott 

Despite its name the New Forest Burnet only occurs in the UK at a single, 

remote location on the west coast of Scotland, where conservation efforts 

have focussed on restricting grazing.  It formerly occurred in the New 

Forest in Hampshire, where it was last seen in 1927.  Its extinction in 

England is believed 

to be due to 

afforestation and 

over-collecting.   

The Scottish site 

was only discovered 

in 1963 by F. C. 

Best.  At the time 

the moth was quite 

widespread at the 

site, on the grassy 

undercliff slopes.  

However, during a period of heavy grazing the population disappeared from 

the slope and was thought, for a time, to be extinct as no adults were seen 

between 1986 and 1989.  However, in 1990 around fifteen individuals were 

seen on a small area of taller vegetation on a cliff ledge inaccessible to 

sheep.  

The following year a fence was erected to exclude sheep from these 

undercliff slopes allowing the vegetation to recover and the moth’s two 

main foodplants, meadow vetchling and bird’s-foot trefoil, to become more 

widespread.  The moth responded steadily and impressively to the 

improving conditions, its population was estimated to almost exceed 10,000 

in 2003, before declining and recovering a second time almost reaching 

8,000 in 2007 and 2008, followed by a second decline.  The population then 

peaked again exceeding 12,000 in 2012 and a more modest 10,000 in 2013.   

NEW FOREST BURNET MOTH  
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Around 2002 a second fence was erected by the estate which effectively 

excluded sheep from a much larger area, including ground above the cliffs.  

Again the moth responded and was found to have colonised this area in 

2008.   

FLATTENED & BURIED FENCE  

In 2014 this newer perimeter fence was known to be in poor repair and a 

branch work-party had therefore been planned for the spring of 2015 to 

undertake minor, but important, repairs by means of reattaching and 

tightening loose wires and netting and replacing the odd post.  However, 

two significant landslips in November 2014 rendered such action futile, 

burying sections with debris and boulders, and ripping through other 

sections allowing unhindered access to up to forty sheep that could very 

quickly negate all the previous successes.  Surely the only solution now was 

to deploy burly professional fencing contractors?    

However, it very soon became clear that due to the remoteness of the site 

and difficulty of access nobody was going to readily step forward and the 

work would have to be undertaken by volunteer moth enthusiasts instead!   
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FENCING SWAT TEAM ONE 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland therefore gathered a hand-picked swat 

team of nine volunteers to undertake emergency repairs to make the fence 

stock-proof over a weekend.  It then took a month to assemble a similar, but 

smaller, team of six to return to complete the repairs and declare the fence 

stockproof and remove the sheep.   

This was no 

mean feat given 

the remote nature 

of the site and its 

very steep and 

rugged terrain.  

All lepidopterists, 

as well as New 

Forest Burnet, 

should be very 

grateful for their 

efforts.  

Particular thanks SWAT TEAM TWO - JOB DONE  
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must go to Pete Moore who also spent two weeks of his RSPB sabbatical 

monitoring the site and moth, and RSPB Insh Marshes reserve for loaning 

tools to undertake the repairs.  We would also like to acknowledge the co-

operation of the estate and neighbouring landowner.   

Pete’s monitoring of New Forest Burnet showed it was late to appear in 

2015 and then it was recorded in very low numbers.  This was most likely 

due to an exceptionally cold and prolonged spring, with low temperatures 

and unsettled conditions persisting into the summer.  However, the low 

numbers may also be due, in part, to the sheep getting access to the site over 

the winter through until the beginning of August.  The maximum count of 

adult moths was just fourteen, however there were very few days in its 

flight period that were suitable, let alone ideal, for recording.   

We are now working with the site owners to find funding for a replacement 

fence and thereby enhance the fortunes of one of the country’s rarest 

species. 

 

REPAIRED FENCE  
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Dundreggan Field Trip 2015  

By Geoff Hiscocks 

I only managed to get 

to one of the Highland 

trips this year, the one 

in June at Dundreggan 

Forest, Glen Moriston, 

led by Mike Taylor, 

compared with the 

three I attended last 

year. The weather was 

kind and I enjoyed the 

day, starting with the 

trap openings and 

continuing after lunch 

with a walk in the wooded 

area. Unfortunately we were 

not able to see any of the three target species but nonetheless there were 

several moths I hadn't seen before, such as Tawny-barred Angle and Dark 

Brocade.    

 

Later, when we came 

to a marshy clearing 

within the wood, Doug 

Gilbert, the Trees for 

Life contact, found 

several Strawberry 

spiders typically 

hidden away inside a 

cone formed from a 

dead leaf. This was a 

species of spider I had 

never come across 

before. Butterflies 

were thin on the 

ground (and in the air!), just three species being spotted during our walk: 

Common Blue, Small Heath and Green-veined White. Just before we 

finished someone came across a pair of Small Argent and Sable moths, yet 

another first for me in that I had never seen moths mating before. 

DARK BROCADE 

STRAWBERRY SPIDER 
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TOP - MATING ARGENT & SABLE MOTHS     BELOW – THE GROUP 

AROUND A MOTH TRAP 
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Some Butterflies of Suriname By Mary Legg 

One advantage of having family living an ocean`s distance away is the 

increased incentive to explore somewhere new and exciting and so it was 

with Suriname.  This is the smallest independent country in South America 

with a population of half a million mostly concentrated on the coast.  It lies 

on the Guianan Shield, has the highest proportion of forest cover of any 

country in the world, has a wealth of wetland habitats and a remarkable 

biodiversity with 192 mammals 720 birds 175 reptiles etc etc.  Its butterfly 

population numbers roughly 1,500 with that of moths exceeding this, with 

new species being added to this as much of its land is unexplored and under 

recorded. 

 

My husband and I had just 

under 3 weeks there basing 

ourselves in the outskirts of 

the only large town and 

capital, Paramaribo.  The 

garden of our son’s house 

included a large fish pond 

visited daily by numerous 

water birds and raptors 

(Striated Heron, Wattled 

Jacana, Snail Kite and 

Laughing Falcons).  

Flowering shrubs and 

rotting mango attracted 

butterflies including the 

iridescent Blue Morpho, 

(Morpho melenaus) which, 

despite its 15cm wingspan, 

was surprisingly difficult to 

photograph with wings 

unfolded.  Tinier Pied 

Metalmarks flitted about the shrubs and more familiar looking Whites and 

Sulphurs fed in the flowers.  

 

We had planned several trips to see Guianan River Dolphins, estuarine birds 

and Green Turtle but two trips took us inland and to some of the protected 

     ANNULATA BEAUTY 
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areas.  Peperpot nature park, a corridor running in swamp forest adjacent to 

a former plantation is run with help from the Guianas branch of WWF. 

 

Famed for its birdlife it is also home to some spectacular butterflies.  Those 

identified included Green Malachite, White and Scarlet Peacock and very 

beautiful Clearwings.  A striking Annulata Beauty stayed put long enough 

for me to get a decent photograph. 

 

 
GREEN MALACHITE 

A 13 hour, hot and dusty journey on red dirt, deeply rutted roads took us 

over wide, slow flowing rivers and deep forest to the Amerinidian town of 

Apoero (3,000 pop).  Here on garden flowers on stilt-supported timber 

houses were several types of Banded Crescents and probably the most 

beautiful butterfly I saw; the well named Belladonna Cracker (Hamadryas 

belladonna),  resting camouflaged on the trunk of a tree.  Along ditches 
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were large numbers of Morpho Achilles again too fast for me to capture and 

roosted on the building walls a huge moth that looked like a giant Eggar.  

From here in a heavily laden dug-out we went to Wanawiro Lodge our 

island home for three nights where a local guide proudly showed us the 

natural wonders of his patch even taking us out on the river at night to spot 

Caiman, Ladder-tailed Nightjar and snakes. 

 

 
HAMADRYAS BELLADONNA 
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Open spaces in wonderful, primary jungle amongst rapids produced Zebra 

Beauties, Banded Crescents and Gulf Fritillary.  A new species of butterfly 

was found a week previous to our visit.  Dominating interest here though 

were the resident island group of Howler Monkeys whose song made my 

neck creep. 

 

Suriname is a country of superlatives both in the variety of races living 

together along its coast and in its bountiful wealth of wildlife.  It is not so 

difficult to reach as there are flights from Inverness to Amsterdam and then 

to Paramaribo.  Suriname was a former Dutch Colony and there are still 

strong links to the Netherlands.  KLM have periods of special offers on their 

flights.  There is a wide range of accommodation in Paramaribo but beyond 

the city travelling can be rough by road and accommodation is in lodges or 

if you wish to pay more, then there are luxury eco-lodges in the interior that 

you can fly to. 

 

Our trip was not based on butterfly spotting so I have barely scratched the 

surface but there are plenty of opportunities for that if you can stay focused 

and not be distracted by all the other creatures.  Suriname is not as yet spoilt 

by tourism or by over development, though there are potential threats to its 

forests. 

 

There is one guide, “The Butterflies of Suriname” by Gernaat, Beckles and 

Andel that would use up much of your baggage allowance. There is also 

much on the internet, especially helpful with its many images is 

www.neotropicalbutterflies.com. 

 

I recommend buying the recently published Bradt guide to Suriname by 

Philip Briggs as it covers everything a traveller there would need plus so 

much on the cultural heritage and history of the country as well as the 

location of nature reserves. 

 

Our son has moved away from Suriname now but we may well venture 

back there for further adventures such was our enjoyment. 

  

Butterfly Transects in Highland Branch  

By Stuart Bence 

One of the most important roles we perform in Butterfly Conservation is 

monitoring the status of our butterfly and moth populations.  This not only 

http://www.neotropicalbutterflies.com/
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allows us to see how our species are doing, but also allows us to target 

conservation work and even assess how successful our work has been and 

can help develop further conservation actions.  As well as this, butterflies 

and moths are often affected by changes in their environment well before 

many other species, and therefore help to indicate where changes might be 

taking place.  They often act as an early warning system for environmental 

changes that can affect many of our species and not just those directly 

reliant on interactions with butterflies and moths.   

 

One of our key tools for this type of monitoring is transect monitoring.  

Transects are run to the same methods across the UK and the same route is 

walked each year.  This allows us not only to see how things are changing 

for individual sites but also for species nationally, as well as changes in 

populations between years.  The transect system is completely reliant on 

volunteers; we are fortunate to have a fantastic team of almost 50 dedicated 

transect walkers in Highland Branch.  The large branch area means we have 

large areas of important habitat and many important populations of a 

number of species.  We also have a number of new species that are coming 

into the area, this and population changes gives us a number of 

opportunities where further transects are needed to capture data for these 

species. 

 

Transects are walked once a week from the beginning of April to the end of 

September, a total of 26 weeks, with the same route being walked yearly. 

This is a large time commitment and is understandably difficult for many 

people to commit to.  There are other options however that require a smaller 

time commitment that are described later in this article.  A transect is 

typically around 2-4 km long and will normally take between 45 minutes to 

2 hours to walk.  The transect is split into sections corresponding to 

different habitat or management units and butterflies are recorded in a 5 

metre wide section, 2.5 metres on either side of the transect route.  It is 

sometimes frustrating when butterflies are seen outside of this area and 

can’t be recorded.  The reason for this is because it has been found after this 

distance the number of butterflies varied greatly depending on the observer 

and could not be factored into scientific analysis to allow comparisons 

between sites.  Although people can walk a route together only butterflies 

seen by one of the persons can be recorded.  As with more people more 

butterflies could be seen and not necessarily because of conditions on the 

site.  Transect walks are undertaken between 10.45am and 3.45pm and only 

when weather conditions are suitable for butterfly activity: dry conditions, 

wind speed less than Beaufort scale 5, and temperature 13°C or greater if 
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there is at least 60% sunshine, or more than 17°C if overcast.  Due to the 

British weather, it is rare in practice to achieve a full set of 26 weekly 

counts.  However, a small number of missing values can be estimated using 

other counts during the season.  A transect can be any route that meets these 

requirements and includes the route for the dogs walk, or a lunchtime walk 

at work, or in particular areas for habitat specific, or less common species. 

 

Some species, for example the Mountain Ringlet or Large Heath might 

occur in areas that might not get many other species outside of their flight 

time.  These can be walked as species specific transects and are only walked 

when the species of interest is on the wing. This can mean that the transect 

only has to be walked for a period of 4-8 weeks in a number of cases.  We 

have a number of species that need this type of transect and it is a great way 

to get involved without requiring as much time as a full transect.  There is 

also the option to do a one-off count, this is one walk of a transect for a 

particular species often referred to as a timed count.  These are usually 

walked when we think the peak flight period should be for the species and 

can be useful in getting more sites covered.  However as peak flight periods 

vary from year to year, it is difficult to gauge how well a species is doing 

from these counts alone.  By having a number of weekly walked transects 

for the same species however, allows us to work out at what point in the 

flight season the timed count was walked.   

 

Transects can also be walked by groups of people to decrease the time 

needed by any one person.  Though to make sure the data is comparable 

between different volunteers, it is best if the transect is walked by all 

recorders together the first few times or to have a training day to make sure 

everyone is walking the same route and at the same pace as this can affect 

the number of butterflies recorded.  We also have some existing recorders in 

the branch area who are looking for help to cover their transects as new time 

commitments are making it difficult for them to cover their route.  All of 

these provide very valuable data for each site and even more so when drawn 

together with all transects from across the UK. 

 

No prior butterfly survey experience is needed to walk a transect and we are 

able to help anyone interested to set up their own transect.  We can provide 

training and run a number of butterfly walks to help with identification 

which can seem quite daunting at first, especially to new recorders, but it is 

a good way to get into butterfly identification and is worth remembering 

that everyone once started in a similar way.   Recording and managing the 

data is another big worry for many recorders, but this is done with filling 
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out a simple transect sheet.  The data from these sheets can be entered 

online mostly using tick boxes and drop down menus.  We can also take 

hard copies of data and enter it for you if needed.  The more transects we 

are able to run, the better picture we’ll get of our butterfly species in the 

branch area.  The main goal is to cover at least 5% of a species’ sites in the 

Branch or at least 5 sites for species with less than 50 sites.  A recent report 

on butterfly transects has pin-pointed a few species for us to focus on 

getting more transects for, but this is not to say that if you wish to run a 

transect that does not have these species it won’t be just as helpful. 

 

The first of these species is the Large Heath which is a species of butterfly 

found on peatland habitats.  This species is under-recorded and under-

monitored in the UK.  Recent studies in central Scotland have detected large 

declines in the species, mostly due to damage and destruction of peatland 

habitats with only 40 lowland raised bogs believed to contain the species, 

though some of these have not been monitored in some time.  It is hoped 

that the species is doing better in upland areas and other blanket bog 

habitats.  This is a common habitat type in the Highlands and Islands, as 

well as having the vast majority of the species records in the UK.  We also 

have most of the Scotica sub species populations included within our area, 

meaning we have the most significant population of the species of any 

Butterfly Conservation branch.  We currently only have 4 transects for this 

species but would like to get up to 25 to cover the 5% of this species’ 

known distribution in the Highlands and Islands and this is only for the area 

where the species has been recorded.  Unfortunately a large number of sites 

in central Scotland weren’t monitored for quite some time and the species 

was lost from many areas which wasn’t noticed until recently.  Indications 

suggest the species is doing better on blanket bog areas especially in the 

uplands, but further monitoring is needed to confirm this and make sure 

further declines do not go unnoticed.  We would be looking to get up to 

another 4 full transects over the June to July flight period as well as many 

single timed count transects. 

 

The next species is the Mountain Ringlet for which we also have significant 

sites.  However we have not currently got any transect to monitor this 

species as its sites are at high altitude, often require a long walk in and need 

some hill walking experience.  There are 5 known sites for the species in the 

branch area and having at least one transect for this species would greatly 

improve information for the area and would help calibrate timed count 

transects.  Any volunteers for these transects would really advance the 

monitoring of this species.  Similar to this is Marsh Fritillary with 6 sites in 
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the branch area, but it is thought none are currently covered.  This species is 

more accessible than Mountain Ringlet and has been subject to much 

conservation work.  Any new transects will provide useful information on 

our branch populations.  

 

There are also several species that currently have at least some transects in 

the branch area, which the report highlights as needing further monitoring. 

These are Dingy Skipper, Northern Brown Argus, Grayling and Small 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary.  All of these have important populations, some 

even in a national context, within the branch area and further monitoring 

would ensure that we have enough coverage to get accurate data on these 

important populations.  Other species like Small Blue, Pearl-bordered 

Fritillary and Chequered Skipper are covered at least to their minimal 

requirements for the branch, but additional transects would help to further 

expand the data collected for these species that are of national importance.  

 

Some species like Small Heath are covered to their minimum requirements 

due to the Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey, but additional transects 

would still be helpful.  There are also species like Ringlet, Orange-tip and 

now even Comma that have come into the branch area, more butterfly 

transects set up for general species recording could collect useful 

information about these spreads and how these populations are establishing.  

Many of our islands are also currently not covered by any transects and we 

would be keen to set up more in these areas.  The branch has also a number 

of transects that have been run for 20 years or more, some of which are now 

uncovered after recorders have had to move away or been unable to cover 

them and new volunteers to take up these sites and continue the long term 

data sets will also be very important. 

 

The branch would like to thank all our current and past transect recorders 

for the huge amount of time and effort that they have given.  They have put 

together long term data sets going back more than 30 years in some cases 

and a huge overall data base that has already been used in many scientific 

studies to protect butterflies and the wider environment.  

 

If you would like to get involved in any aspect of butterfly transects, or  set 

up new transects including those for particular species gaps or for an area 

near you (or if you are a current transect walker and want any further 

information or support) please contact our new Branch transect co-ordinator 

Stuart Bence by email sjbence@hotmail.com or on 07590 409525.  

  

mailto:sjbence@hotmail.com
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BC Highland Branch Field Trips and Events 

in 2016 

These are listed below in chronological order. There will be additional 

events, the details of which had not been finalised before this newsletter 

went to print. These events will be advertised on the BC Highland Branch 

website and e-mailed to those members for whom we have an e-mail 

address.  Apologies to those who do not have ready access to a computer. 

 

If you are not on our e-mail list and would like to be added, please contact 

Audrey Turner, Branch Membership Secretary, unicorn64@btinternet.com  

 

If you have any ideas for future field trips or other events please contact 

Pete Moore, Events Organiser, theconfused@btinternet.com .  If you would 

like a field trip to take place in your local area, get in touch and we’ll see 

what we can organise. 

 

Please note that these events are open to both BC members and non-

members. 

 

Car sharing. For environmental and social reasons it would be good if 

people car shared when attending events. If you are travelling by car and 

happy to give someone else a lift or if you would like a lift to an event, 

please contact the event leader beforehand and they will try to match people 

up. 

 

2016 events at a glance 

APRIL 

Sunday April 3   – habitat management work party for Pearl-bordered 

Fritillary. Glen Orrin, near Muir of Ord.  See page 57 

Saturday April 23 & Sunday April 24   – moth trapping for Kentish 

Glory. Culbin Forest.  See page 58 

Saturday April 30   - moth trapping for Barred Tooth-striped. Kiltarlity.  

See page 59 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
mailto:theconfused@btinternet.com


55 
 

MAY 

Sunday May 22   - field trip for Pearl-bordered Fritillary. Glen Orrin, near 

Muir of Ord.  See page 60 

Tuesday May 24  - recording and monitoring Lochaber’s butterflies.  Fort 

William.  See page 61 

Wednesday May 25 – Moth morning.  Fort William.  See page 62 

Saturday May 28 or Sunday May 29   - field trip for Pearl-bordered 

Fritillary and Dingy Skipper. Polmaily, near Drumnadrochit.  See page 63 

JUNE 

Friday June 10 and/or Saturday June 11 – Moth Trapping event as part 

of National Moth Night.  Dunnet.  See page 64 

Saturday June 11 – Small Blue butterfly Workshop.  Dunnet.  See page 65 

Sunday June 12 – field trip for Small Blue and Dingy Skipper. Glenfeshie.  

See page 66 

Saturday June 25 – work party planting Kidney Vetch for Small Blue. 

Ardersier.  See page 67 

Sunday June 26 – moth trapping. Fort Augustus.  See page 68 

JULY 

Saturday July 2 or Sunday July 3 – field trip for butterflies. Fort William.  

See page 68 

Saturday July 23 – field trip for Kentish Glory larvae. Culbin Forest.  See 

page 69 

Friday July 29 to Sunday July 31 – field trip for High Brown Fritillary. 

Cumbria.  See page 70 
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Sunday July 31 – moth trapping. Tomintoul.  See page 71 

Late July/early August – moth trapping.  Kiltarlity.  TBC.  See page 71 

AUGUST 

Saturday August 6 – moth trapping for Dark Bordered Beauty. RSPB Insh 

Marshes near Kingussie.  See page 72 

Saturday August 13 – field trip for butterflies. River Spey near Cromdale.  

See page 73 

Sunday August 21 – moth trapping. Speyside Centre near Dulnain Bridge.  

See page 73 

SEPTEMBER 

Saturday September 17 – habitat management work party for Pearl-

bordered Fritillary. Polmaily near Drumnadrochit.  See page 74 

Your event leaders: 

David Barbour  
 

David is Butterfly Recorder for the Highlands but also has a wealth of 

experience and knowledge of moths, especially relating to Kentish Glory, in 

both an enthusiast and professional capacity. 

 

Margaret Currie 
 

Margaret is Vice-County Moth Recorder for East Ross-shire and so it goes 

without saying that she knows a lot about moths but her knowledge extends 

beyond moths to butterflies and other wildlife. 

 

Malcolm Harvey 
 

Malcolm sits on the committee of BC Highland Branch. He is well known 

in the world of birds and came to moths relatively recently. However, like 

most birders who discover moths, his knowledge and enthusiasm for moths 
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is fast making up for lost time. Malcolm is interested in anything that flies 

as he also has a lifelong interest in aviation.  He finds moth trapping a 

relaxing antidote to the stresses associated with supporting Ross County FC. 

 

Pete Moore 
 

Pete sits on the committee of BC Highland Branch and is Events Co-

ordinator. He too came to moths relatively late in his career as a nature 

reserve Warden but his enthusiasm for moths has overtaken that of birds 

and other wildlife. His main passions: moths, mountains and motorbikes. 

 

Tom Prescott 
 

Tom works for BC as Senior Conservation Officer for Scotland.  He has 

been enthusiastic about moths and butterflies for a long time, is extremely 

knowledgeable and is Vice-County Moth Recorder for West Inverness.  

Other personal skills include riding his bike, brewing beer, baking cakes 

and telling bad jokes; but not all at the same time! 

 

Audrey Turner  
 

Audrey sits on the committee of BC Highland Branch and is Branch 

Treasurer, Webmaster, Membership Secretary and editor of “Chequered 

Skipper”! Audrey is an excellent field naturalist and her knowledge extends 

beyond butterflies to moths, plants, birds and other wildlife.  

 

Mark Wynn 

 
Mark is Chairman of BC Highland Branch. He has a love of wildness & 

natural history. Hence why he & his wife retired to Scotland. He believes 

music - especially jazz & R&B - is the most dazzling fruit of human 

creation. Closely followed by films & football. Sources for the spirit. Thus, 

Mark will keep you entertained. 

 

GLEN ORRIN SCRUB CLEARANCE WORK PARTY. 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species:  To benefit Pearl-bordered Fritillary  
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Date:  Sunday April 3 

 

Time:  10.30am 

 

Meeting place:  Car park at NH474514 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness & Loch 

Ness). From Marybank on the A832 take the minor road south for 1.5 miles 

to Aultgowrie. On the south side of the bridge turn west for 200 yards to a 

small car park for visitors. (If you arrive late, continue on up the road from 

the car park until you find the group). 

 

Description:  A work party to cut back and clear trackside vegetation to 

improve the habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary. 

 

Approx duration: 5 or 6 hours but you are welcome to join in and leave 

whenever you want. Every little helps so if you only do an hour that will 

still be very useful. 

 

What’s needed:  Bring lunch and wear old clothes. If you have them bring 

work gloves, secateurs, bow-saws and loppers. If you don’t have them they 

will be provided. 

 

Leader name: Margaret Currie 

 

Leader contact details:   
Tel 01349 877223     e-mail:  moths.vc106@btinternet.com 

 

CULBIN FOREST – KENTISH GLORY MOTH 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

Target Species:  Kentish Glory 

Date:  Sat 23 April and Sun 24 April 

Time:  7 pm Saturday, 10 am Sunday 

Meeting place:  Forestry Commission car park at Wellhill, Culbin Forest. 

Grid ref: NH 997614. OS sheet 27 (Nairn, Forres & surrounding area). 

Wellhill is just north of Kintessack which lies on the minor road between 

Nairn and Forres. 
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Description:  The Kentish Glory moth is found only in the central and 

eastern Scottish Highlands. It used to be found in southern Britain, hence 

the name, but hasn’t been seen there since about 1970. Apart from its rarity 

value, the adult moth is sought after because of its beautiful markings and 

relatively large size.  

 

Moth traps will be fired up on the Saturday evening and checked into the 

early part of the night. Then the traps will be looked through on Sunday 

morning. Participants can attend one or both of these gatherings. 

 

There is another field trip planned for July 23rd to search for Kentish Glory 

larvae. 

 

Approx duration: Sat: 7 pm until after dark. Sun: 10 am until ?? 

What’s needed:  A torch for the evening event. Warm clothing and sturdy 

footwear for both. 

Leader name:  Tom Prescott 

 

Leader contact details:   Tel: 01540 661469.     Mob: 07979 785665 

E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

MOTH TRAPPING AT KILTARLITY 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species:  Barred Tooth-striped 
 

Date:  Saturday 30 April 2016 

 

Time:  10am 

 

Meeting place:  Highland Liliums Garden Centre, Kiltarlity.  NH502402 

Enter Kiltarlity from A833 and follow signs to Garden Centre. 

 

Description:  To view moths caught in traps placed in surrounding area the 

previous night. 

 

Approx duration:  3 hours 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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What’s needed:   Outdoor clothing as all moths in traps will be viewed in 

the open on the Garden Centre premises.   Hot drinks will be available. 

 

Any other information:  The aim is to trap the rare Barred Tooth-striped 

moth which has been caught in this area in the past.  If weather conditions 

are reasonable, a good variety of moths should be caught. 

 

Leader name:  Malcolm Harvey 

 

Leader contact details:  Clach Bhan, Loaneckheim, Kiltarlity, Beauly,  

Inverness-shire,  IV4 7JQ. 

Tel.  01463 741328,   Mobile. 07738 323089.    

e-mail:  malcolmi.harvey@btinternet.com 
 

GLEN ORRIN FIELD TRIP 

Organiser: BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species: Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

 

Date:  Sunday 22
nd

 May 2016 

 

Time:   10:30 am 

 

Meeting place:  Car park at NH474514 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness & Loch 

Ness). From Marybank on the A832 take the minor road south for 1.5 miles 

to Aultgowrie. On the south side of the bridge turn west for 200 yards to a 

small car park for visitors. 

 

Description:  We have been counting the Pearl-bordered Fritillaries here 

every year since they were first found in 2009. Following a second season 

of scrub clearing by local branch volunteers, we would like you to join us 

and hopefully see the fruits of your labours! There is a short uphill section 

to get onto the track, followed by a gentle climb to the start of the forestry. 

Hopefully good numbers of PBF to be seen plus day flying moths 

 

Approx duration: 4 hours depending on weather. 

 

What’s needed:  Lunch, boots and waterproofs. 

 

mailto:malcolmi.harvey@btinternet.com
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Any other information:   We have always called this area “tick hill”, so be 

warned.  

 

Leader name: Margaret Currie 

 

Leader contact details:   Tel 01349 877223    

e-mail:  moths.vc106@btinternet.com 
 

RECORDING & MONITORING LOCHABER’S 

BUTTERFLIES 

Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Nevis Partnership 

 

Target Species:  Chequered Skipper and Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

 

Date:  Tuesday 24
th

 May 

 

Time:  10am – c3pm 

 

Meeting place:  Voluntary Action Lochaber Offices at An Drochaid, 

Claggan Road, Fort William, PH33 6PH.  Grid reference NN116742. 

 

Directions.  If you are travelling to Fort William from the north enter the 

town on the A82 and turn left onto Claggan Road (signposted to Claggan 

Industrial Estate, Achintee and Footpath to Ben Nevis).  Then turn right 

after about 400m onto Achintee Road and then right again after just 20m 

into the entrance to the car park to An Drochaid. 

 

If you are travelling to Fort William from the south turn right into Claggan 

Road which lies c150m to the north of the Ben Nevis Centre roundabout.  

Then follow the directions above. 

 

Description:  The event will focus on different techniques for recording 

and monitoring butterflies including timed counts and transects.  It will also 

include an introduction to the butterflies of Lochaber covering all 22 species 

recorded in the area but paying particular attention on the scarce Chequered 

Skipper and Pearl-bordered Fritillary.  After an indoor presentation an 

afternoon field trip in Glen Nevis will look for spring butterflies and day-

flying moths.  It is hoped that participants will be keen to record and help 

monitor butterflies in Glen Nevis and elsewhere in the local area over the 

rest of the summer.   

mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
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Approx duration:  2-3 hours indoors followed by a 2-3 hour field trip.  In 

the unlikely event of unsuitable butterfly weather the field trip may be 

postponed until the following afternoon.  

 

What’s needed:  Plenty of sunshine, packed lunch, stout walking shoes and 

a good sense of humour! 

 

Any other information:  Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.  

Butterfly books and charts will be available to buy as well as free butterfly 

and moth leaflets to take away. 

 

Booking: To avoid disappointment it is advisable to book as places are 

limited.  This can be done online at 

http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/ or by phoning Nevis 

Partnership on 01397 701088, or by contacting Tom (details below). 

 

Leader contact details:  Tom Prescott  Email: tprescott@butterfly-

conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665 

 

MOTH MORNING AT FORT WILLIAM 

Title:  Moth Morning 

 

Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Nevis Partnership 

 

Target Species:  Moths! 

 

Date:  Wednesday 25
th

 May 

 

Time:  10am till around noon.    

 

Meeting place:  Voluntary Action Lochaber Offices at An Drochaid, 

Claggan Road, Fort William, PH33 6PH.  Grid reference NN116742.   

 

Directions.  If you are travelling to Fort William from the north enter the 

town on the A82 and turn left onto Claggan Road (signposted to Claggan 

Industrial Estate, Achintee and Footpath to Ben Nevis).  Then turn right 

after about 400m onto Achintee Road and then right again after just 20m 

into the entrance to the car park to An Drochaid. 

http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/
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If you are travelling to Fort William from the south turn right into Claggan 

Road which lies c150m to the north of the Ben Nevis Centre roundabout.  

Then follow the directions above. 

 

Description:  Come and find out more about the fascinating and wonderful 

world of moths.  We will be checking the contents of moth traps set locally 

the night before.  All moths caught will be released unharmed. 

 

Approx duration:  2-3 hours depending on how many moths are caught! 

 

What’s needed:  Cool, calm and muggy weather on the Tuesday night to 

ensure a good haul of moths.    

 

Any other information:  Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.   

 

Booking:  To avoid disappointment it is advisable to book as places are 

limited.  This can be done online at 

http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/ or by phoning Nevis 

Partnership on 01397 701088, or by contacting Tom (details below). 

 

Leader contact details:  Tom Prescott  Email: tprescott@butterfly-

conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665 

 

POLMAILY BUTTERFLY WALK, NEAR 

DRUMNADROCHIT 

Organiser:  BC Highland & Islands Branch  

 

Target Species:  Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper 

 

Date:  Saturday May 28 or Sunday May 29 

 

Time:  10.30  

 

Meeting place:  The end of the forest track into Polmaily, about 2 miles 

west of Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref NH 484304 

(OS sheet 26 – Inverness and Loch Ness) 

 

Description:  A visit to see the rewards of previous habitat management 

undertaken by members of Highland branch. 

 

http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/
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Approx duration: Up to 4 hours 

 

What’s needed:  Bring a packed lunch 

 

Any other information:  Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or 

the Sunday will be decided nearer the time, dependent on the weather 

forecast. Please phone Mark a few days beforehand for the final decision. 

 

Leader name:  Mark Wynn (Branch Chairman) 

 

Leader contact details:  01463 729977       

 e-mail:  markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk 
 

DUNNET MOTH NIGHT AND/OR MOTH MORNING 

Organiser:  BC Highland & Islands Branch  & Caithness Biodiversity 

Partnership 

 

Target Species:  Moths! 

 

Date:  Friday 10
th

 June and/or Saturday 11
th

 June 

 

Time:  Friday: 7.30pm to 9pm or as late as you want!  Saturday: 9.30am to 

11.00am  

 

Meeting place:  Seadrift Visitor Centre, nr Dunnet, KW14 8XD Grid 

reference ND219705 

 

Directions: Seadrift Visitor Centre is situated at the north end of Dunnet 

Sands about 1 mile from Dunnet village.  From Castletown follow the main 

road towards John O’Groats.  You will pass the Dunnet sand dunes on your 

left and Dunnet Forest on your right.  Turn left at Dunnet Caravan site and 

park in the main beach access car park.  Seadrift is up the stairs above the 

caravan site reception. 

 

Description:  Come and find out more about the fascinating and wonderful 

world of moths.  On the Friday evening there will be an introduction to 

moths and how to attract them using moth traps and other attractants.  Those 

wanting a late night can then help set up traps at nearby sites and see moths 

coming in as darkness falls.  On the Saturday morning the moth traps will 

be checked at Seadrift.  All moths caught will be released unharmed. 

mailto:markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk
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Approx duration: Up to a couple of hours on Friday evening and Saturday 

morning 

 

What’s needed:  Cool, calm and muggy weather on Friday night to ensure 

a good haul of moths. 

 

Any other information:  Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.  This 

event is being run as part of Moth Night a national event that aims to 

promote moths and moth recording.  For more info go to 

www.mothnight.info 

 

Leader name:  Tom Prescott 

 

Leader contact details:  Tel: 01540 661469.     Mob: 07979 785665 

E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  or or Marina Swanson  

Email: Marina.Swanson@highland.gov.uk  Tel: 01955 604588 

 

SMALL BLUE BUTTERFLY WORKSHOP 

Organiser:  BC Highland & Islands Branch  & Caithness Biodiversity 

Partnership 

 

Target Species:  Small Blue 

 

Date:  Saturday 11
th

 June 

 

Time:  11.30am to 1.30pm  with field outing in the afternoon 2pm to 4pm 

 

Meeting place:  Seadrift Visitor Centre, nr Dunnet, KW14 8XD Grid 

reference ND219705 

 

Directions: Seadrift Visitor Centre is situated at the north end of Dunnet 

Sands about 1 mile from Dunnet village.  From Castletown follow the main 

road towards John O’Groats.  You will pass the Dunnet sand dunes on your 

left and Dunnet Forest on your right.  Turn left at Dunnet Caravan site and 

park in the main beach access car park.  Seadrift is up the stairs above the 

caravan site reception. 

 

Description:  In the morning the event will provide an introduction to the 

Small Blue, Britain’s smallest butterfly.  It will cover identification and 

habitat as well as recommended survey and monitoring techniques for the 

http://www.mothnight.info/
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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adult butterfly, their eggs and caterpillars!  In the afternoon we will visit 

some of the nearby colonies to look for the butterfly and see its haunts.  It is 

hoped that participants will then assist with surveys and/or monitoring of 

local sites as part of Caithness Biodiversity Group’s “Small Is Bluetiful” 

Project. 

 

Approx duration: Around 2 hours indoors in the morning followed by a 2 

hour afternoon field visit. 

 

What’s needed:  Plenty of sunshine, packed lunch, stout walking shoes and 

a good sense of humour! 

 

Any other information:  Places are limited due to the size of the indoor 

venue.  If you are interested in attending please contact Marina (details 

below).  Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.   

 

Leader name:  Tom Prescott 

 

Leader contact details:  Tel: 01540 661469.     Mob: 07979 785665 

E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  or or Marina Swanson  

Email: Marina.Swanson@highland.gov.uk  Tel: 01955 604588 

 

GLENFESHIE FIELD TRIP 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species: Dingy Skipper & Small Blue 

 

Date:  12
th

 June 2016 

 

Time:  10:30am 

 

Meeting place:  Layby on minor road on west side of the Feshie 

@NH841005.  To get there from Kincraig, turn off the B9152, signposted 

for Feshiebridge and Insh.  Follow this through Kincraig and over the Spey, 

then past Loch Insh Watersports to a T junction.  Turn right and follow this 

for about 1km and take the first left signposted Glenfeshie.  Drive for about 

4km past Uath Lochans and Balintean and the layby is on the right and is 

quite large. 

 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Description:  We will walk back along the minor road and down a short, 

but very steep track to the old riverbed, which is also very stony and rough 

going.  We’ll then look around for the target species, and possibly search a 

wider area for them.  The branch did this trip in 2010 and the terrain and 

vegetation have changed quite a bit since then. 

 

Approx duration: 3 to 4 hours, maybe longer if the weather is good. 

 

What’s needed:  Packed lunch and good footwear, the going is rough.  

Walking poles may also be useful. 

 

Any other information:  A good site for other butterflies and insects if the 

weather is good, also good for birds. 

 

Leader name: Audrey Turner 

 

Leader contact details:  Mobile: 07450 548862    

e-mail: unicorn64@btinternet.com 

 

ARDERSIER WORK PARTY – PLANTING KIDNEY 

VETCH FOR SMALL BLUE 

Organiser:  Highland Council Ranger Service  

 

Date:  June 25 

 

Time:  10 am to 12 noon. 

 

Meeting place:  Ardersier picnic site car park, 200m past the village of 

Ardersier on the left hand side of the road to Fort George. Grid reference 

NH 779557 (OS map 26, Inverness and Loch Ness). 

 

Description:  Help the scarce Small Blue butterfly at Ardersier Bay by 

planting its food plant, kidney vetch, along the shore path. All equipment 

provided. 

 

What’s needed:  Stout footwear and appropriate outdoor clothes. 

 

Leader name:  John Orr, Highland Council Ranger Tel: 01463 255291    

 

Leader contact details:  e-mail: rangers.inverness@highland.gov.uk 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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FORT AUGUSTUS MOTHS 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species:  Whatever we catch, possibly including Bilberry Pug 

 

Date:  Sunday 26 June 

 

Time:  10 am 

 

Meeting place:   Woodland Cottage, Fort Augustus. Grid ref: NH 379 099 

Coming from Inverness direction - take the A82 from Inverness towards 

Fort Augustus. Just before Fort Augustus the Inch Hotel is up on the right. 

Take the first turning to the right just after the hotel, signposted Jenkins 

Park and Auchterawe. Take the second gateway on the left into Woodland 

Cottage, parking in front of garage or at side of house. 

 

If you come on the South Loch Ness road, turn right into village, through 

the village, past the delimiter speed sign, and take the turning to the left 

signposted Jenkins Park and Auchtrawe, take the second entrance on the 

left.  

 

Description:  This is a privately owned woodland that has never been 

moth-trapped before. The owners have kindly allowed us access to survey 

for moths. Traps will be run during the previous night and who knows what 

we might discover?! 

 

Approx. duration: 10 am until lunchtime 

 

What’s needed:  Midge repellent and appropriate outdoor clothing.  

 

Leader name:  Pete Moore 

 

Leader contact details: Tel 07866 578079   

e-mail: theconfused@btinternet.com 

 

FORT WILLIAM FIELD TRIP FOR BUTTERFLIES 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species: Whatever we find! 

mailto:theconfused@btinternet.com
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Date:  Sat July 2 or Sun July 3 

 

Time:  tbc 

 

Meeting place:  Somewhere near Fort William 

 

Description:  tbc 

 

Approx duration: tbc 

 

What’s needed:  tbc 

 

Any other information:  tbc 

 

Leader name: Margaret Currie 

 

Leader contact details:  Tel: 01349 877223         

e-mail:  moths.vc106@btinternet.com 

 

KENTISH GLORY MOTH LARVAL SEARCH 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species:  Kentish Glory moth 

 

Date:  Saturday 23 July 

 

Time:  10.30 am 

 

Meeting place:  Cloddymoss Forestry Commission car park, Culbin Forest.  

Grid ref: NH982599 (OS map 27, Nairn, Forres & surrounding area). 

Cloddymoss is one mile east of Kintessack, just off the minor road that runs 

from Nairn to Kintessack and Forres. 

 

Description:  The Kentish Glory moth is found only in the central and 

eastern Scottish Highlands. It used to be found in southern Britain, hence 

the name, but hasn’t been seen there since about 1970. Apart from its rarity 

value, the adult moth is sought after because of its beautiful markings and 

relatively large size. But this field trip aims to find the also impressive 

larvae. For those who were lucky enough to see adults on an earlier field 

trip, this will add another stage to the life cycle! 

mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
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If the weather is nice then it is hoped to see butterflies as well, for example 

Grayling and Dark Green Fritillary. 

 

Approx. duration: Until lunchtime and possibly beyond 

 

What’s needed: Suitable outdoor clothing, including sturdy footwear, and 

lunch. 

 

Leader name:  David Barbour 

 

Leader contact details: Tel: 07896 783245 

 e-mail: dbfis@btinternet.com      

 

SILVERDALE, CUMBRIA 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species:  High Brown Fritillary 

 

Date:   Friday 29 July to Sunday 31 July. 

 

Description:  This is a long weekend trip leaving early Friday morning and 

returning late on the Sunday. Attendees will stay at Challan Hall B&B (see 

http://challanhall.co.uk ) and visit several sites around the Silverdale area. A 

similar trip in 2014, which ran earlier in the season to see Duke of 

Burgundy, was a great success and so it was decided to run it again this year 

but later in the season to see different species of butterflies and moths. 

 

This is a beautiful area and well known for its wildlife. Up to 29 butterfly 

species per day can be seen at this time of year. 

 

In order to book the accommodation, Mark needs to know how much 

interest there is in this trip by the time of the Highland Branch AGM on 

April 9. If you are interested in going or need more information please 

contact Mark as below. 

 

Leader name:  Mark Wynn 

 

Leader contact details:  Tel: 01463 222060    

e-mail: markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk  

 

mailto:dbfis@btinternet.com
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TOMINTOUL MOTHS 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species:   Whatever we find 

 

Date:  Sunday July 31 

 

Time:  10 am 

 

Meeting place:  To be decided  

 

Description:  There are outcroppings of limestone in the Tomintoul-

Glenlivet area which support a lime-loving flora which is very localised in 

the Highlands. Our moth trapping will target such an area near Tomintoul 

since it is possible that there are moth species present whose foodplants are 

part of the lime-loving plant community. 

 

Approx duration: 10 am until lunchtime, possibly later. 

 

What’s needed:  Appropriate outdoor clothing. 

 

Any other information:   The specific trapping site has yet to be decided. 

Further details will be e-mailed to Highland branch members nearer the 

time. Alternatively, you can contact the event leader. 

 

Leader name:  Pete Moore 

 

Leader contact details:  Tel 07866 578079 

e-mail: theconfused@btinternet.com   

 

MOTH TRAPPING AT KILTARLITY 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species:  General 

Date:  Late July/early August. Date to be confirmed. 

Time:  10am 

 

Meeting place:  Highland Liliums Garden Centre, Kiltarlity.  NH502402 

Enter Kiltarlity from A833 and follow signs to Garden Centre. 

mailto:theconfused@btinternet.com
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Description:  To view moths caught in traps placed in surrounding area the 

previous night. 

 

Approx duration:  3 hours 

 

What’s needed:   Outdoor clothing as all moths in traps will be viewed in 

the open on the Garden Centre premises.   Hot and cold drinks will be 

available. 

 

Any other information:  This event will be part of an open day held by 

Highland Liliums Garden centre.  If weather conditions are reasonable, a 

good variety of moths should be caught. 

 

Leader name:  Malcolm Harvey 

 

Leader contact details:  Clach Bhan, Loaneckheim, Kiltarlity, Beauly,  

Inverness-shire,  IV4 7JQ. 

Tel.  01463 741328,   Mobile. 07738 323089.     

Email.  malcolmi.harvey@btinternet.com  

 

MOTH MANIA AT THE MARSHES 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species: Dark Bordered Beauty moth 

 

Date:  Sat 6 August 

 

Time:  10am 

 

Meeting place:  RSPB Insh Marshes car park. 2 miles out of Kingussie on 

the B970 (past Ruthven Barracks). NN775998 (OS map 35 – Kingussie) 

 

Description:  A look through moth traps as part of the reserve’s annual 

monitoring of Dark Bordered Beauty moth, found at only three locations in 

Scotland. Last year, the moths were so late to emerge that none were seen at 

this event in late July but there were plenty of other moths to enjoy. This 

year, the event is a bit later in the season so hopefully we will see our target 

species. 

 

Approx duration: To lunchtime and beyond….. 
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What’s needed:  Packed lunch, midge repellent (just in case). 

 

Leader name: Pete Moore 

 

Leader contact details: Tel 07866 578079 

 e-mail: theconfused@btinternet.com 

 

RIVER SPEY FROM CROMDALE  

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species:  Scotch Argus and whatever else is flying 

 

Date:  Saturday 13
th

 August 

 

Time:  10:30am 

 

Meeting place:  Layby on minor road between Cromdale and B9102, just 

across the river Spey from Cromdale Church grid ref NJ065290.  OS 

Landranger 36. 

 

Description:  We’ll walk upstream beside the Spey on a Fisherman’s track 

past farm fields to an open area beside woodland.  Small Tortoiseshell, 

Small Heath, Common Blue and Speckled Wood amongst others. 

 

Approx duration: 3 – 4 hours 

 

What’s needed:  Packed lunch, midge repellent, stout footwear. 

 

Any other information:  Quite good for birds as well 

 

Leader name: Audrey Turner 

 

Leader contact details:  Mobile: 07450 548862          

e-mail: unicorn64@btinternet.com 
 

THE SPEYSIDE CENTRE MOTHS 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Date:  Sunday 21 August 2016 

mailto:theconfused@btinternet.com
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Time:  10am 

 

Meeting place:  The Speyside Centre (previously known as the Heather 

Centre), just off the A95 between Grantown on Spey and Aviemore, two 

miles south-west of Dulnain Bridge. Grid ref: NH 978226 (OS sheet 36 – 

Grantown and Aviemore). It is well signposted on the A95. 

 

Description:  The Speyside Centre provides a sheltered car park surrounded 

by woodland. Moth traps will be run here the previous night and we will see 

what we catch. Hopefully, moths may be attracted by the range of flowers 

in the garden centre. 

 

Approx duration: 10am until lunchtime 

 

What’s needed:  Midge repellent may be needed. This event is free but 

bring your wallet if you want refreshments and/or lunch in the centre.  

 

Any other information:  For those that don’t already know, The Speyside 

Centre is a garden centre, gift shop, restaurant, whisky lounge and antiques 

shop. David Lambie, the founder, is a wildlife enthusiast who regularly runs 

a moth trap. For more information about the Centre see their website at; 

www.heathercentre.com.  

 

Leader name: Pete Moore 

 

Leader contact details:  Tel 07866 578079 or 01479 872261 

e-mail: theconfused@btinternet.com 

 

POLMAILY WORK PARTY, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT  

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Date: Saturday September 17th  

 

Time:  Anytime from 10.30 – c4pm  

Meeting place: Follow the Butterfly Conservation Scotland signs from the 

end of the forest track into Polmaily Wood, approx 2 miles west of 

Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref: NH484304. OS 

sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness)  

 

http://www.heatercentre.com/
mailto:theconfused@btinternet.com
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Description: Another session of clearing and cutting back trackside 

vegetation and scrub to improve the habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and 

Dingy Skipper.  The work includes “weeding” sections previously cleared, 

as well as tackling un-cleared areas.   

 

Approx duration:  Up to 5 or 6 hours but you are welcome to join in and 

leave whenever you want to.  Every little helps so if you are able to come 

just for an hour or so, you will still be very welcome.  

 

What’s needed:  If staying all day bring lunch and wear old clothes as well 

as gloves, secateurs, loppers, forks, rakes and bow-saws if you have them.  

Further hand-tools and gloves will be available.  Home-baked cake also 

gratefully received! 

 

Any other information: This is the sixth Polmaily work-party, or bake-off 

as it has become known by regular attendees.  The previous ones have all 

been great fun, were well attended and had plenty of cake!  Tea and coffee 

will also be provided. 

 

Leader name:  Tom Prescott  

 

Leader contact details:   Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665   

e-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org     

 

Branch Committee 

Chairman 

Mark Wynn  

Email: markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk 

 

Membership Secretary 

Audrey Turner  

Email: unicorn64@btinternet.com 
 

Minutes Secretary 

Barbara Brodie 

 

Treasurer 

Audrey Turner  

Email: unicorn64@btinternet.com 

mailto:markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk
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Events Organiser 

Pete Moore  

Email: theconfused@btinternet.com 

 

Committee Members 

Malcolm Harvey 

Mike Taylor 

Ewan Munro WCBS 

David Barbour 

Stuart Bence 

 

Highland Branch WCBS Champion 

Ewan Munro   

Email: wcbs@highland-butterflies.org.uk 
 

Butterfly Recorders 

Highland and Moray 

Dr David Barbour  
 74 Blarmore Avenue,  

Inverness IV3 8QU 

Mob: 07896 783245 

Email: dbfis@btinternet.com 

 

Outer Hebrides / Western Isles 

Steve Duffield 

7 Carinish,  

Isle of North Uist,  

Western Isles, HS6 5HL 

Tel: 01870 620 241 

Mob: 07867 555 971 

Email: steveduffield@hebrides.net 
 
Orkney 

Sydney Gauld 

Quoyberstane 

Work Road 

St Ola 

mailto:theconfused@btinternet.com
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Kirkwall, KW15 1UF 

Tel: 01856 872 468 

Email: orklander45@gmail.com 

 

Shetland 

Paul Harvey,  

SBRC,  

Shetland Amenity Trust,  

Garthspool,  

Lerwick, ZE1 0NY Email: paul@shetlandamenity.org 
 

County Moth Recorders 

VC 94, Banffshire 

Roy Leverton, Whitewells, Ordiquhill, Cornhill, Banffshire, AB54 2HS. 

Email: roy345@btinternet.com 

 

VC 95, Moray 

Mike Taylor, Allasdale, Kinchurdy Road, Boat of Garten, Inverness-shire, 

PH34 3BP. 

Email: mst.taylor@btinternet.com 
Tel 01479 831060 

 

VC 96, East Inverness-shire 

Mike Taylor, Allasdale, Kinchurdy Road, Boat of Garten, Inverness-shire, 

PH34 3BP. 

Email: mst.taylor@btinternet.com 

Tel 01479 831060 

 

VC 97, West Inverness-shire 

Dr Tom Prescott, Mill House, Mill Road, 

Kingussie, Inverness-shire, PH21 1LF. 

E-mail: tomprescott@btconnect.com 

 

VC 104, North Ebudes, Skye: 

Brian Neath, Culag, Carr Brae, Dornie, Kyle, Ross-shire,  

IV40 8HA. 

Email: bandj@culag.plus.com  Tel: 01599 555341. 

 

 

mailto:orklander45@gmail.com
mailto:paul@shetlandamenity.org
mailto:roy345@btinternet.com
mailto:mst.taylor@btinternet.com
mailto:mst.taylor@btinternet.com
mailto:tomprescott@btconnect.com
mailto:bandj@culag.plus.com
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Small Isles: Jessie Wormell, Fionchra, Carsfad, St John’s Town of Dalry, 

Castle Douglas, DG7 3SU 

Email: jessiewormell@yahoo.com Tel: 01644 430248. 

 

VC 105, West Ross 

Brian Neath, Culag, Carr Brae, Dornie, Kyle,  

Ross-shire,  

IV40 8HA. 

Email: bandj@culag.plus.com Tel: 01599 555341. 

 

VC 106, East Ross 

Margaret Currie and Andy Scott, 7 Balnatua, Culbokie, 

Dingwall, Ross-shire, IV7 8JQ 

E-mail: moths.vc106@btinternet.com   Tel: 01349 877223 

 

VC 107, East Sutherland 

Tony Mainwood, 13 Ben Bhraggie Drive, 

Golspie, Sutherland, KW10 6SX. 

Email: tony.mainwood@btinternet.com   Tel: 01408 633247. 

 

VC 108, West Sutherland 

Graham Crittenden, 55 Melvich, Thurso, Sutherland,  

KW14 7YJ  

Email: graham5561@btinternet.com   Tel. 01641 531278 

 

VC109 Caithness  

Neil Money, Heathfield House, Dunnet, Thurso, Caithness, KW14 8XP  

Email: neil@heathfield99.plus.com   Tel: 01847 851346  

  

VC110 Outer Hebrides  

Steve Duffield, 7 Carinish, Isle of North Uist, Western Isles, HS6 5HL.  

Email: steveduffield@hebrides.net  Tel: 01876 580619 OR 

 07867 555971  

  

VC111 Orkney Islands  

Sydney Gauld, Quoyberstane, Work Road, St Ola, Kirkwall, Orkney, 

KW15 1UF   

Email: orklander45@gmail.com  Tel: 01856 872468  

 

 

 

mailto:jessiewormell@yahoo.com
mailto:bandj@culag.plus.com
mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
mailto:tony.mainwood@btinternet.com
mailto:graham5561@btinternet.com
mailto:neil@heathfield99.plus.com
mailto:steveduffield@hebrides.net
mailto:orklander45@gmail.com
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VC112 Shetland Islands  

Shetland Biological Records Centre, Shetland Amenity Trust, Garthspool, 

Lerwick, ZE1 0NY  

Email: paul@shetlandamenity.org  

   

Fair Isle  

Nick Riddiford, Schoolton, Fair Isle, Shetland, ZE2 9JU  

Email: taib@mallorcaweb.net  Tel 01595 760250  

 

Resident and regular migrant Butterfly 

species in Highland and Moray 

Species Name Scientific Name UK BAP Status 

Chequered Skipper Carterocephalus 

palaemon 

Priority species 

Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages Priority species 

Large White Pieris brassicae  Not listed 

Small White Pieris rapae Not listed 

Green-veined White Pieris napi Not listed 

Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines  Not listed 

Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi  Not listed 

Purple Hairstreak Neozephyrus quercus  Not listed 

Small Copper Lycaenas phlaeas  Not listed 

Small Blue Cupido minimus Priority species 

Northern Brown Argus Plebeius artaxerxes  Priority species 

Common Blue Polyommatis icarus  Not listed 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta  Not assessed 

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui Not assessed 

Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae  Not listed 

Peacock Inachis io  Not listed 

Small Pearl-bordered 

Fritillary 

Boloria selene  Priority species 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne  Priority species 

Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja  Not listed 

Marsh Fritillary Euphydrias aurinia  Priority species 

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria  Not listed 

Mountain Ringlet Erebia epiphron  Priority species 

Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops Not listed 

mailto:paul@shetlandamenity.org
mailto:taib@mallorcaweb.net
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Grayling Hipparchia semele  Priority species 

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina  Not listed 

Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus  Not listed 

Small Heath Coenonympha 

pamphilus 

Priority species 

Large Heath Coenonympha tullia  Priority species 

 

Where to find more information 

For up to date sightings and information please visit our “In Your Area” 

page on the main Butterfly Conservation website: 

 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html  

 

For more information about Butterflies and Moths in the Highlands, Islands 

and Moray please visit our website: 

 

http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk  

 

or visit our Facebook page, Butterfly Conservation – Highland Branch: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ButterflyConservationHighlandsIslands  

 

Contact us 

To contact Highland Branch with contributions for “Latest news”, or on any 

matter relating to Butterflies and Moths in our area, please send an email to: 

 

webmaster@highland-butterflies.org.uk  
 

You can also contact any of the committee members, names and contact 

details are available on the Branch Committee page, page 75. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html
http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ButterflyConservationHighlandsIslands
mailto:webmaster@highland-butterflies.org.uk
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Your lasting legacy 
Have you ever considered leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation in your 

Will? An increasing number of members and friends are choosing to 

support Butterfly Conservation in this way. All gifts, however small, are 

welcome and make a crucial and lasting contribution to the conservation of 

butterflies and moths. Accounting for over one third of voluntary income, 

legacy gifts make a real difference to the work we can undertake. 

 

So as well as leaving gifts to loved ones in your Will, please consider 

leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation, it will help ensure butterflies and 

moths thrive in the years to come. 

 

For more information about leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation and 

sharing your love of butterflies and moths with future generations please 

contact Helen Corrigan;  

 

Tel: 01273 453313 or email: hcorrigan@butterfly-conservation.org or write 

to her at:   

Butterfly Conservation,  

Manor Yard,  

East Lulworth,  

Wareham,  

Dorset  

BH20 5QP 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Butterfly Conservation 

Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468) 

 

Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, 

Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP 

 

Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland 

(SCO39268) 
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