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Front Cover Photo
The winner of our photo competition is a
Comma butterfly nectaring on yellow Buddleia
which was taken by Michael Taylor in his Boat
of Garten garden on the 2nd of September 2018.
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Welcome to Chequered Skipper 2019
By Pete Moore, Branch Chairman
Wow! 2018 - what summer weather to remember! For once we couldn’t complain
about the weather spoiling our enjoyment of butterflies and moths. Hilary and I were
moth trapping most weekends, mostly in our local Anagach Wood, and it was only
right at the end of the season that we were subjected to light rain when going through
the traps.
In spite of the glorious weather, I personally felt that I didn’t see appreciably more
butterflies than normal (if there is such a thing as “normal”), although I have friends
who disagree, and BC’s Big Butterfly Count certainly pointed to a good season for a
number of species in Scotland. As often happens with both butterflies and birds,
species can fare better in Scotland when compared with England and Wales. The
Peacock was the big news story in Scotland during Big Butterfly Count 2018. Almost
20 times as many were recorded during the three-week survey in summer 2018
compared with the previous year, a far cry from the lacklustre numbers recorded in
England and Wales. Otherwise it was the white butterflies that dominated, all
increasing substantially. Red Admiral and Small Tortoiseshell numbers were also up.
Recorders in Scotland also experienced the largest increase in overall numbers of the
target species, from just 6 individual insects per count in 2017 to 10 in 2018, an
increase of 70%. No doubt inspired by the warm, dry weather, twice as many people
took part in the count in Scotland in 2018 than in the preceding year. Let’s hope for
another good season in 2019 so that butterfly populations can build on their successes
of 2018.
This time last year I reported that David Barbour was standing down as Highland
Butterfly Recorder after an impressive 21 years in that voluntary post. David was
tickled to learn that we now have ten people doing the job that he did alone! I would
like to thank all the new vice-county butterfly recorders for stepping up to the task. I
know they are still getting to grips with processing their area butterfly records, and
thank-you to David Barbour for offering his support while the new recorders find their
feet.
There have been a couple of changes in the Branch committee. Malcolm Harvey has
had to step down and on behalf of the committee I would like to thank him for his
support over the years. Ewan Munro has handed over the role of Wider Countryside
Butterfly Survey (WCBS) co-ordinator to Kirstie Ross but Ewan remains on the
committee.
The “conservation versus development” story of 2018 in Highland was undoubtedly
the proposal to build a new golf course on Coul Links near Dornoch. Coul Links is
designated a SSSI, SPA and Ramsar site because of its high wildlife value. Why, why,
why are we having to defend such a highly designated site from development?? I
would say that it’s not “in the public interest” to replace an internationally important
wildlife site with another golf course but unfortunately there are plenty of people who
disagree. One MSP in response to an e-mail made the statement that “local people are
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an endangered species too”! That comment angered me so much. I replied to point
out that local people were not going to DIE if the golf course didn’t get built and since
when did humans become an endangered species with a global population of almost 8
billion and rising?!
By the time you receive this newsletter, the Coul Links public enquiry will either be
completed or at least nearing an end. A number of conservation bodies have expended
much time, energy and financial resources in opposing this proposed development.
Fingers crossed for a successful outcome for wildlife and those of us that take
enjoyment from it.
Fingers crossed also for another “proper” summer and plenty of butterflies and moths
for us to enjoy.

AGM Reminder
Just a reminder that our AGM will be held on Saturday the 13th of April 2019 at:
The Kingsview Christian Centre,
Balnafettack Road,
Inverness
IV3 8TF.
The AGM will start at 10.00am, but the room will be open from 9.30am for tea, coffee
and a chat. After the AGM business has concluded, we’ll have the talks listed below,
followed by lunch and go through a moth trap set the night before. Times are
approximate. Tea and coffee will be provided, but please bring your own lunch.
10.00 - 10.45 AGM
10.45 - 11.15 Talk: James Silvey - "Rearing Moths: Frass Happens".
11.15 - 11.45 Talk: Laura Shelbourn - "Montane Moth Monitoring"
11.45 - 12.00 break
12.00 - 13.00 Talk: Rosa Menendez - “Threats to northern butterflies at their southern
range limit”
James Silvey works for RSPB Scotland on non-avian conservation projects including
species such as dark bordered beauty moth and pearl bordered fritillaries. James is a
keen moth-er with a particular interest in larvae and rearing. He has reared numerous
species over the years, both common and rare, and subscribes to the Roy Leverton rule
of rearing “you don’t fully know a species until you’ve reared it”.
Laura Shelbourn, a graduate of modern languages, is currently based at RSPB Insh
Marshes just south of Aviemore. Through volunteering placements Laura has explored
nature reserves and natural wonders the length and breadth of the UK: everywhere
from Orkney to Devon, Cumbria to the Norfolk broads. An amateur moth-er, Laura
loves any excuse to get out of doors and learn about the natural environment – if it
sounds a little bonkers, she’ll probably volunteer.
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Rosa Menendez is an insect ecologist interested in the effects of human induced
environmental change (climate change and land use changes) on insect diversity and
the ecosystem functions they drive. Butterflies and dung beetles are her primary
groups of interest and she carries out research in both temperate and tropical regions.
Her research also has a conservation focus, aiming to provide advice on the best
management practices for promoting the conservation of insects. Rosa is based at
Lancaster University where she is a lecturer.

Photo Competition
We are again inviting Branch members to submit photos to be judged at our committee
meeting in October. The winning photo will appear on the cover of the 2020 issue of
our newsletter Chequered Skipper.
There are a couple of rules we’ve decided to put in place this year as well as a theme.
The theme is Larva, one or more larvae of any moth or butterfly.
The rules are as follows:
Photo(s) must have been taken in 2019,
No more than 3 photos per person,
Photo(s) must have been taken in the Highland Branch area.
Please email your entries to Audrey Turner at:
unicorn64@btinternet.com
Closing date Friday 20th of September 2019. Good luck.

AGM Plant Swap Stall
Following the success of the plant swap stall at our previous AGMs, we are repeating
it again for 2019. The idea is to pass on your surplus to other members without any
money changing hands!
If you have any spare butterfly or moth-friendly plants from your garden - perhaps
something that has produced lots of seedlings that you don’t have space for or maybe
you have collected seed or have cuttings that are sitting around with nowhere to go –
then bring them along to our AGM on 13 th April 2019 where a loving home will be
found for them.
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My Clover Lawn……… By Hilary Swift
Two years ago Pete and I decided to do something radical, other than getting married,
and did away with the grass lawn in our garden. We still wanted a lawn, but
something low maintenance and pollinator-friendly, so after doing a bit of reading up
on alternatives, we seeded the area with white clover. This was round about April
2017 and there followed that awfully cold summer. It seemed like we were looking
out onto brown soil for months on end, with molecules of green here and there. In
spite of me sowing the seed evenly, or so I thought, the clover had germinated in
clumps and I spent quite a bit of time on my hands and knees separating out the
seedlings and replanting them in gaps. As if this wasn’t enough, I had to endure
criticism from the neighbours!
By the end of the season, the
percentage cover was still more
soil than clover, but it was going
in the right direction. There then
followed a long frosty winter
without much precipitation. The
lawn was looking a bit of an
eyesore. Finally, when the clover
got growing in the spring of 2018,
the weather went to the other
extreme and I had to water the
clover seedlings every evening,
but at least we were getting heat.
What we do for wildlife!
At last the gaps were closing in
and my clover lawn was starting
to look half decent.
By the
summer it had produced ample
flower heads and the result was
drawing in plenty of pollinators.
Apart from both bumble and
honey bees, I was lucky enough to
see Small Tortoiseshell and a
female Common Blue (a first for
the garden) nectaring on the
clover. I’m hoping the latter was
attracted to the Bird’s-foot Trefoil
I’ve planted in the garden. On a
feathered note, our resident
woodpigeon was regularly seen
eating the clover leaves,
so it
would appear to benefit more than
just pollinators, I am very happy
with that!

April 2018

June 2018
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The clover had a lawnmower to it a couple of times, where there were long and lanky
patches due to past dogs in the garden enriching the soil, but parts of it are looking
good – tightly-knit, low-growing clover that is tough under foot, maintenance-free and
great for wildlife. Fragrant, too, when in flower.
It’s been a long haul to get the lawn looking as it should, and there’s still a way to go
but perhaps by the summer of 2019 it will be looking better – an even spread of perfect
green, and flowers inundated with butterflies and bees . . . and woodpigeons? Watch
this space.

…...and other garden experiments
As I become increasingly passionate about butterflies, I want to draw as many as
possible into my postage stamp garden, but it’s difficult choosing things that will
survive the Grantown climate. However, I went on a quest in the spring of 2018 and
threw all caution to the wind, in the name of butterflies.
I printed out BC’s list of top butterfly plants and mulled over what might survive that I
didn’t already have in my tiny garden. In addition to my existing Bowles Mauve
perennial wallflower, lavender, buddleia and thyme, I chose to grow oregano, apple
mint, pot marigold and French marigold to boost my chances of pulling in butterflies.
All of these new plants did attract nectaring butterflies, mostly Small Tortoiseshells, so
I am able to report success. I also bought some dwarf Scabious plug plants, ‘Blue
Note’, which have a long flowering period and which I have put into my hanging
manger baskets. These attracted Small Tortoiseshell, too, but the favourite by far was
trailing Bee Bidens. Of course, it may be something to do with the exceptional
weather of 2018 and not my planting regime, but I had record numbers of butterflies
on this!
However, the most interesting
thing happened by chance. In
the spring, I rescued a tight
clump of Cuckooflower from the
side of a road. It had nowhere to
grow apart from onto tarmac,
where it definitely wasn’t going
to survive. I took it home and
separated out the tiny plants and
put them into individual pots.
The idea was to grow them on
for a while and then put them
somewhere where they would be
happy.
Dwarf Scabious - Blue Note
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One day, I noticed there were a few holes in the leaves and, on closer inspection, saw
two caterpillars. They were so small there was no way I was going to be able to
identify them at this stage, but then I noticed three minuscule white eggs laid on the
underside of the Cuckooflower leaves. I couldn’t believe it! I’ve never seen a Greenveined White in my garden in the ten years we’ve been there, but a lone female
managed to sniff out the Cuckooflower outside my back door and lay her eggs on it!
I’ve decided to keep the plants there for the next season to see what else they attract.
I’m hoping for Orange-tip.

Well-developed larva of Green-veined White after a night of rain

Photo Competition Runners-up
The committee looked at quite a few entries for the caption competition and after
deciding on a winner, there was such a high standard, we thought it would be nice to
also publish some of the runners-up as well. They are in no particular order and have
been fitted in where space permits on pages 20 and 49.
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Small Blues in Badenoch and Strathspey in 2018
By Pete Moore
Background: You will see from the butterfly atlas that Small Blue in Highland is
confined to the eastern side of the region and is mostly coastal. The only inland
colonies are in Badenoch and Strathspey. These colonies are very small and therefore
vulnerable to habitat change or damaging human activity. I thought it would be good to
monitor these colonies annually, not only to assess the number of butterflies but also to
assess the habitat quality and carry out any required management work, for example
removal of encroaching scrub (the food-plant, kidney vetch, needs open areas of sand
and gravel in which to grow and can be shaded out by dense scrub). Making contact
with site landowners will also lessen the chance of inadvertent damaging activities.
There were only four known active colonies plus a fifth site where there had been a
colony but no records since 1999. In addition, there were six locations where single
Small Blues had been recorded but there was no known colony at those locations.
These sites were worth re-visiting since colonies can be very small in area and the
butterflies themselves are small and inconspicuous and can be overlooked.
Volunteers were assigned to one or more sites and it is hoped that these volunteers will
undertake annual monitoring of their sites.

Results: Known colonies:
Glenfeshie, upriver from Feshiebridge. A traditional and well known site. Two visits
were made in 2018 but only one SB seen. Often just one or two recorded, although 20
were seen in 2010.
Glenfeshie, downstream from Feshiebridge. Another traditional site. 23 SBs recorded
in 2018. The previous highest count was 18 in 2003, so SB is doing well here.
Tomdhu, Boat of Garten. Another traditional and well known site. 12 – 15 SB seen
here in 2018. Previous high counts have been 20 in 2007 & 2009 and 16 in 2014.
Sluggan, Carrbridge. This site was only discovered in 2017, by Toby Green, who saw
up to 50 here in 2018. An excellent find and a strong colony.
Boat of Garten road junction near Garten Wood. 1 – 2 Small Blues were seen here in
2018, the first records since 1999. BC work parties cleared scrub here on two days in
September and December and the existing kidney vetch was supplemented by seed and
plug plants. Fingers crossed that we will see an increase in numbers here in future
years.
Other sites. Three of the six locations where there had been the odd Small Blue record
in recent years, were visited but no Small Blues were seen. The other three sites will be
visited in 2019.
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Small Blue at Sluggan site by Bob Turner

Conclusion: The known colonies seem to be doing well and it was fantastic to rediscover Small Blue at the Boat of Garten junction. Let’s hope it gets a foothold there.
As the Sluggan discovery illustrates, there are almost certainly other colonies out there
waiting to be found. Any patch of kidney vetch is worth a close look during the Small
Blue’s flight period of late May to early July.
On the attached map, blue dots are Small Blue records and red dots are Kidney Vetch
records. There looks to be quite a bit of Kidney Vetch along the River Avon which
would be worth checking out on a sunny day in June! Please do give me a shout if you
can help out. I can provide grid references for the kidney vetch if needed.
Thanks to Audrey & Bob Turner, Mike Taylor, Hilary Quick, Tom Prescott, Hazel
Kay and Toby & Michelle Green for their help in 2018.
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Recording Butterflies on iRecord & the iRecord App
By Anthony McCluskey
Thanks to technology it is easier than ever to send in a sighting of butterflies.
Thousands of records are received this way every year now, and it has helped open the
world of butterfly recording to people who may never have recorded an insect. But
how can you go about it?
The recording system called iRecord is used by a growing number of organisations to
provide a place where anyone can send in records of any wildlife. Butterfly records
can be entered in a number of ways; in this article, I will describe to you how to use
the iRecord website, and the iRecord Butterflies app.
Let’s start with the website. The web address is unfortunately still clunky:
www.brc.ac.uk/irecord, but you can also find it through a search engine. On that first
page you should follow the clear instructions to create a new account (here’s a tip:
write your username and password down in your recording notebook!). Following this,
when you log in you will see a bar with various options. Bring your mouse over
Record and a list of options will appear (see figure 1 below). To submit a single
record, choose Enter a casual record; to enter multiple records for a single site on a
single date choose Enter a list of records; and to enter records for multiple sites on a
single date, choose Enter records at several places.

Figure 1
If you choose Enter a list of records, you will be brought to a page with two tabs (see
figure 2 overleaf). The first is called What did you see? First of all you need to enter
the date you saw it. Then in the boxes below you can type the species (this has an autocompleted function so you can easily find all you need). Also enter the number seen.
The other fields (sex; stage; identified by) I usually leave blank. You can add a
comment too, such as the nectar plant or behaviour. You may also add a photo from
your computer; while it’s not necessary it may help when your record is verified.
Complete this process for all the species you saw at this location on that date.

13

Figure 2

Following that, click the Where was it? Tab. Here you need to give the location a
name; if you don’t know a proper name, something like ‘Car park near library’ will
suffice, as you will also provide a grid reference (see figure 3 below, top). The next
box down is Enter a spatial reference. This is where you can enter the grid reference
(if you know it already). But in most cases it will be easiest to go to Search for a
place on the map. This allows you to type a place name, post code, etc., and find
where you were! So in my example I have typed Bridge of Allan Library, and the
map brings up the library and surrounds. At the top right corner of the map you will
see the little plus sign. If you click it and choose Google satellite you will get a better
view of the area (see figure 4 below, bottom). If all the butterflies you saw are in a
small area, just click the map as it is and it will automatically enter a precise grid
reference for you! However if they were over a slightly larger area of say 10m or
100m, just zoom out and click the larger square and it will give you a new 100m grid
reference, as you can see in my example. Following that you can go down the page and
enter the habitat information if you know it, then just click the submit button and
you’re done!
Figure 3

Figure 4
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The iRecord Butterflies app can be downloaded
for free for smartphones and tablet computers. It
can only be used to record butterflies, but has a
complete guide to all the butterflies found in the
UK. When you download it you will be asked to
sign up for an iRecord account. On the front page
you’ll see the three options pictured in figure 5,
left. If you want to record a single species from
one place, choose ID/Record a butterfly, but if
you want to send in records of several species, or
to record as you walk along in a defined area,
choose Survey an area. For the rest of this guide
I’ll be discussing how to survey an area.
Once you’ve chosen Survey an area, you will see
the screen in figure 6, below left . You must give a
site name, but you can choose to add that to your
favourites so it will come up next time. You
should also select the approximate size of the area,
which ranges from point location (such as in a
small garden) to 1km x 1km.
Figure 5

Figure 6

Now, to define the location with a grid reference, you can
choose from Get my current location, or Enter using
Map (see figure 6). Get my current location only works
if you have location services enabled—this is what is
used by GPS, navigation, etc. It finds where you are and
uses that as your location for your record. This option is
very useful if you’re out for a walk and see something,
especially if you don’t know exactly where you are. The
other option is Enter using map. This will bring up a
map of the UK, into which you can zoom by pinching the
screen and expanding it. (See figure 7 overleaf) You can
switch between a normal map or a satellite view. Once
you’ve found the place where you want to make your
record, just tap that point on the screen and you will see
the blue pin drop on it. You will also notice that the Use
Chosen Location button turns from grey to orange
(figure 8 overleaf), and you can now press that to proceed
to the next step.

You will then see a screen similar to that shown in figure 9, overleaf. It will
automatically use today’s date for your record, so change that if you need to. Press
Add species to survey and you will see a list of butterflies which is arranged based on
the likelihood of you seeing them at that time of year. So common and widespread
species will be at the top but if you want to see all species, simply scroll down and
select Show Additional. For each species you see, just tap the photo. Following that,
you can use the plus and minus signs to increase or decrease the number.
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Figure 7

Figure 8

Figure 9

If you press the little grey square to the top right of the species name box you will be
allowed to type in a number, or choose from a series of options such as: 1; 2-9; 10-29;
etc. It’s best to give an actual number instead of one of those number ranges, as
recorders need to have a real number. Once you’re done, press Send. You will then
see two options, Send now, or Save and Send Later. You can use the latter option if
you want to keep adding records or you don’t have a Wi-Fi or internet signal. When
you finally do want to send those records, go back to the home screen, press the file
icon in the top left, choose My sightings and choose to send your survey. You can also
go there to update surveys to which you’d like to add species.
One drawback about the iRecord system is that not all Butterfly Recorders (the people
who verify the records and send them to the national databases) download and use the
system. While all of the app records are actually downloaded by BC head office and
sent out to the relevant Butterfly Recorders, the records on the website rely on the
Butterfly Recorder actively going online and verifying them. If you are unsure whether
the Recorder for your area is using iRecord, please feel free to contact the Scottish
office on scotland@butterfly-conservation.org and we can check for you.

A Gargano Garden By Hilary Swift
Regular readers of ‘Chequered Skipper’ will be used to hearing about our travels
abroad. In the April of 2018 we visited the Gargano Peninsula in Italy, a limestone
area of low wooded hills and farmland, and also a National Park. Before you reach for
the atlas to look where it is, I can tell you it is the ‘spur’ of the boot.
The Gargano is famous for its high density of orchids and, in particular, the endemic
species of Ophrys . The orchids are a draw for us, along with all the other wildlife that
a foreign country has to offer. We also love to see different cultures and how people
live off the land. Pete was particularly taken with the free-ranging pigs snuffling out
acorns at the side of the road.
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And so to the place where we
stayed. We found a self-catering
Rifugio on Airbnb which was
perfect for us. Away from any
town, the only neighbour was the
owner’s
father,
who
had
beautifully renovated the stone
building and who brought us
delicious ricotta cheese. Not a
mention of butterflies yet, I know,
but I’m just setting the scene, you
understand!
The Rifugio was set in its own
grounds, perhaps an acre in size,
The Rifugio garden
but it was left seemingly
unmanaged – the total opposite of
any holiday property you get in the Scottish Highlands, which you can spot a mile off
by the uniformly cut lawn, neat sterile appearance and absence of wildlife. The rugged
patch of garden next to the Rifugio was active with butterflies and all we had to do was
sit there on the terrace, with a cup of tea, watching with our binoculars at hand. We
totted up 16 species in the garden in the 5 days we were there.

This butterfly hunting is quite exhausting!
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The garden seemed the perfect place for butterflies as they had nectar, caterpillar
foodplants and a roosting area all within the boundary. We watched Common Blue
mating and egg-laying on some sort of trefoil, and Small White egg-laying on a
species of crucifer. The sad thing is that the trend in the UK for decades has been to
get rid of ‘weeds’. Trefoils and crucifers unfortunately fall into that category. The
uncut Gargano garden contained all the wild flowers needed to support a sanctuary of
blue and white butterfly species.
In a large area of tall grass and wild flowers Common Blue, Brown Argus and Sooty
Copper roosted. As the sun cooled down, but long before dark, the butterflies settled
down for the night. At only two feet off the ground, it’s hard to believe they are safe
to spend the night here, but they must know best. We watched an unidentified species
of butterfly come into a tree to roost. It was high up at the top and we surmised it had
chosen that place to get the first rays of sun in the morning.
Not only were butterflies egg-laying in the Rifugio grounds, but we encountered
numerous species elsewhere all doing the same. So how did we know what was going
on? After all, this egg-laying was new to us both! We first noticed a butterfly
fluttering around a bit of greenery, with no flowers in sight. We could see it wasn’t
nectaring and when it dipped its rear end down onto a leaf, we realised what it was
doing. A close inspection of the leaf after the butterfly had gone, revealed a minuscule
egg. We saw a Swallowtail egg-laying on a bud of fennel, a Painted Lady on a young
thistle rosette, a Clouded Yellow on a vetch and two Southern Festoons egg-laying on
Aristolochia. You never stop learning from your observations.

Top; Common Blue egg, Bottom; Small White Egg, Right; Common Blues Mating
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Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS)
By Kirstie Ross
Butterfly surveying – we would love to do it, but my husband and I work full time in
jobs that won’t allow time for weekly surveying. And, we live on the west side of the
Highlands in Lochaber – it tends to rain a lot! The Wider Countryside Butterfly
Survey was our solution.
We cover a site just south west of Spean Bridge near an access to the Grey Corries
Munro hills, which is also our Breeding Bird Survey square. For a number of years,
we have been visiting this site once in July and once in August for the Wider
Countryside Survey. The 2 transect walks cover approximately 1 km each with a
shorter walk connecting them. We record butterflies and moths at set distances from
the path every 200m as well as the percentage of sunshine. The transect initially
wanders through an area of grazed pasture and alongside a river with broad leaved
trees. The majority of the rest of the sections run along tracks within a managed
conifer plantation. We started after the site had fairly recently been felled and a new
track had been put through to extract timber. New planting has taken place and now
the trees are reasonably high. Towards the end, the transect follows the old Puggie
line, which was the old narrow-gauge railway line for the construction of the tunnels
and dams for the aluminium works in Fort William.
We take a net, camera, clear plastic pot, recording sheet, pencils and clip board, moth
and butterfly field guides. At the car remains some other identification books plus our
thermometer.
There are not a lot of butterflies or moths but a nice trickle each year. Scotch Argus
(Erebia aethiops), Meadow Brown (Maniola jurtina) are ones we often see each year.
We also record dragonflies and damselflies (this is optional). Last year we were
excited to see our first Common Blue (Polyommatus icarus) butterfly and a Keeled
Skimmer Dragonfly (Orthetrum coerulescens). I know the dragonfly is not a butterfly
but this species is not known in this area which means we’ve probably extended the
recorded area of this species. With climate change or under recording you never know
what you might find and contribute to science!

Interested in taking on a walk while recording butterflies and moths a few times a
year? There are lots of available squares in the Highlands. What about NH6585 just
at the viewpoint on road B9176 looking over the Dornoch Firth (may be a bit of a hill
walking involved)? Or NG6911 on the east coast of the Isle of Skye off the road to
Armadale? Or a remote square which might need a good walk in NC2829 near
Unapool? For more information contact Kirstie Ross at funkyhaywood@yahoo.co.uk
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Caption Competition
We’ve decided to run the caption competition again after last year’s success.
All entries will be read out anonymously at the AGM on Saturday the 13th of April
and the winner will be decided by popular vote (or loudest groan)!
Entries should be sent to me by the 12th of April, either by email to:
unicorn64@btinternet.com or you can phone me on 07450 548862 if you don’t have
access to email.
Alternatively, if you are attending the AGM, then you can hand in your entry on the
day.

Photo Competition Runners-up
This is a lovely Knot Grass
larva by Fiona Hay.
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Dark Bordered Beauty - Epione vespertaria Monitoring at RSPB Insh Marshes 2010 - 2018
By Pete Moore & Ed Pritchard
Introduction:
Dark Bordered Beauty moth (DBB) was first discovered at RSPB Insh Marshes in
2010. Since then, the site has been monitored annually, mostly using RSPB staff on
sabbatical - every five years, members of staff can take four weeks paid leave to
engage in a conservation project. Since the flight period of DBB is short, not much
more than four weeks, one person on sabbatical can cover pretty much the whole flight
period, mid-July to mid-August.
DBB requires relatively open areas within or on the edge of aspen woodland where
short, less than one metre high, aspen suckers grow. These are the larval food-plants.
At the Invertromie woodland of Insh Marshes there are now identified 16 areas, or sub
-sites, which appear to have suitable habitat for DBB and all are monitored annually.
Methods:
DBB come to light traps but they also fly during the daytime, so monitoring uses a
combination of light trapping and daytime walks.

Each year we try to run light traps twice during the moth’s flight period within each of
the 16 sub-sites. While any DBBs so caught are retained in the trap or in pots, a walk
around the sub-site is made looking for moths in flight. The number seen in flight is
added to the number caught in the trap to give a total for that sub-site on that date.
At the end of the season, the maximum counts for all of the sub-sites are added
together to give a total population index for that season. It is an index only because
only a proportion of all of the moths present will be either caught or seen in flight.
Results:
Table 1: Summary of DBB numbers 2010 – 2018
Year

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

Total (Population Index)

15

3

5

23

37

Year

2015

2016

2017

2018

Total (Population Index)

3

40

47

41
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It might seem surprising that with such good summer weather in 2018, the number of
DBB recorded was lower than in 2017. However, it was thought that the exceptionally
warm conditions led to an earlier start to the flight period than usual and as a result, the
start of the monitoring, which has to be pre-arranged with sabbatical staff and based on
an “average” season, missed the start of the flight period.
DBB were recorded at nine of the sixteen sub-sites in 2018 and at five of these, females
were recorded. The significance of females being found is the likelihood of breeding
occurring; males are said to wander further, probably looking for females, and are
therefore more likely to turn up at previously unoccupied sites than females. There is a
greater probability of recording males at a site where there are no females than the
other way around.
There appears to be an upward trend in the number of sub-sites recording Dark
Bordered Beauty each year (see below) but monitoring effort and climatic conditions
are not the same every year. In some years, more monitoring effort, better monitoring
conditions and/or monitoring closer to the peak flight period, may result in a higher
number of records. No analysis of this has been carried out but more sub-sites (5) were
known to have held females in 2018 than previous years.
Table 2: The number of sub-sites Dark Bordered Beauty was recorded in each year,
including light trapping, day time searches and validated ad hoc records:
2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

1

3

4

5

5

2

8

11

9

Habitat Management:
Since DBB larvae are not thought to occur on suckers more than one metre high,
current management at Invertromie is focused on keeping the aspen suckers short (at or
below 0.5m). Mostly this is achieved naturally through deer browsing but some areas,
where the suckers are “getting away”, have had their height reduced with loppers.
Also, in some areas, regenerating birches that threaten to shade out the aspen suckers,
have been removed.
Looking ahead to 2019:
Two members of RSPB staff have expressed interest in the DBB monitoring sabbatical
for 2019, although at the time of writing neither have committed to it.
The Rare Invertebrates of the Cairngorms (RIC) project will continue to assist with
monitoring DBB and its habitat. Also, a Graduate Placement with Scottish Natural
Heritage is going to be studying DBB behaviour and habitat preferences. The findings
of this study should greatly help in the conservation of this rare species.

22

DBB appears close to extinction at its Grantown on Spey site and although the
populations at Insh Marshes and Balmoral seem to be healthy and relatively stable,
you can see from the above report that the total number of moths recorded is actually
quite low. It is important for the conservation of DBB that numbers at the three
existing colonies increase and that we are able to increase the total number of colonies
through translocation from healthy colonies into selected suitable habitat.

Dark Bordered Beauty by Audrey Turner
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Highland Branch Struie Hill Field Trip
By Geoff Hiscocks
I was only able to get to two
Highland Branch field trips this year
and they were both enjoyable and
favoured by good weather. The
Struie Hill Butterfly Walk was led by
Margaret Currie and as we set off to
‘ascend’ the hill I was struck by the
number of Magpie moths we
encountered. With my south of
England background, I had not
expected to find this species flying
up from roosting in the heather.
However, I was informed that
heather is a larval foodplant for Magpie Moth
Magpie in northern Scotland – I had
never seen so many of the moths together in one place before! Magpie pupae were also
found, along with Small Heaths and Dark Green Fritillaries.
Unfortunately, I was unable to make the top of the hill (1230ft.), mainly because I was
worried about the initial part of the descent on a loose surface. So, with several others,
I waited just below the summit for the others to return and it was here that we all had
our lunch, with beautiful views across the Dornoch Firth towards Bonar Bridge. Once
back down on the road we ventured across to the other boggier side to see what
butterflies and moths we could find there.

Lunch with a view
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We were not disappointed as we found Large Heath, Red Admiral and more Small
Heath and Dark Green Frits. There were also moths aplenty including more Magpie
pupae among the heather, Lempke’s Gold Spot, Northern Eggars, Scarce Silver Y (a
first for me) and Emperor larvae. One large green caterpillar proved difficult to identify
and it was only later that it was recognized as Red Sword-grass, confirmed by Tom
Prescott. Apparently, it is well distributed and frequent throughout mainland Scotland
and the Hebrides, particularly on damp moorland and boggy heathland.
Although myself and one or two others had come a long way for this day out, I had a
most interesting time on the hill and was glad I had made the effort.

Red Sword-grass larva

Scarce Silver Y

Highlights of my Mothing Year - 2018
By Pete Moore
For the years 2015, 2016 and 2017 I have kept a list of the moths I have seen each
year, in the manner of birdwatchers’ year lists. My year totals have been 256, 334 and
279 respectively. In comparison, my bird year lists have only been around 160
species each year. Not only are there obviously far fewer bird species than moth
species but I struggle to add much to my bird list after June, whereas new moth
species are emerging right through the year. A double win for the moths!
An article in last year’s Chequered Skipper described my moth highlights of 2017.
Thanks to Mark Young for pointing out that I gave the wrong Latin name for Elgin
Shoot Moth – it should have been Rhyacionia logaea and not R. pinivorana. You
didn’t notice that mistake? Shame on you!
At the risk of boring you all, I would like to describe my mothing activities of 2018,
with some species highlights, if only to remind myself that mothing takes up such a
large part of my personal life. It was certainly a busy year for me and I did so much
mothing that I suspected I might have a new year-list record.
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Just to recap…..I live in the middle of a town, surrounded by concrete and street lights,
so almost all of my mothing is done away from home and due to working full-time, is
mostly restricted to weekends.
Rare or Nationally (UK) Scarce species mentioned below are highlighted in bold.
JANUARY. I saw my first moth of the year mid-month – a Twenty-plume Moth
flying in my living room. This was followed a week later by Agonopterix heracliana,
also indoors.
FEBRUARY. No moths recorded this month.

MARCH. After several months of trapping inactivity through the winter, I always get
excited about my first trapping of the year. For 2018 this took place at Kilmorack,
near Beauly, as part of a micro-moth workshop led by Ross McIlwrath. We were
blessed with good weather and along with classic spring species such as Yellowhorned, March moth and Dotted Border, we were delighted to see Rannoch Sprawler
and Red Sword-grass. After going through the traps we had a wander through local
woodland looking for various signs of micro-moths and were very successful. For
example, we saw larval holes in Cocksfoot grass stems caused by Cocksfoot Moth
(Glyphipterix simplicella), a mine and an egg of Trifurcula immundella on broom and
larval cases of Coleophora alticolella or glaucicolella on rush seed heads. The
combination of sunshine and birchwood also led to the sighting of an Orange
Underwing in flight. (See the Highland Branch website for more details of the day).
APRIL. Since my wife Hilary is on the Board of Directors for the Anagach Wood
Trust, managers of a community woodland at Grantown on Spey, we decided to run
traps regularly in the woodland throughout the season. Our first trapping there
produced common spring species, including a total count of 91 Yellow Horned moths
from three mercury vapour traps.
The next day I trapped at
Ballinlaggan RSPB reserve,
targeting Sword-grass, which I
had recorded there before, but
this time I was unsuccessful.
Common species included 62
Mottled Greys from three traps.
MAY. At the start of the month
I took part in a survey of
Kentish Glory moth by using a
pheromone lure which proved
quite effective. I tried the lure in
Lynachlaggan Wood, at RSPB
Insh Marshes, where KG has
been irregularly recorded in the
past, and I successfully attracted
a male.

Yellow Horned
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I trapped at Anagach Wood three
times during May. At the first
trapping,
Beautiful
Plume,
Rhigognostis
incarnatella
and
Acleris maccana were good micros,
along with the lovely Streamer and a
total count of 182 Hebrew
Characters. On the next occasion I
had Early Thorn, Purple Thorn and
Lunar Thorn, three stunners, all in the
same trap, along with the gorgeous
Herald. On the third trapping I had
three big and bold species - Puss
Moth, Fox Moth and Poplar Hawkmoth, along with Sweet Gale and a
Rhigognostis incarnatella
count of 46 Ochreous Pugs. Also on
this date I had three Nationally Scarce
micros – Apotomis sororculana, Stictea mygindiana and Ancylis tineana. The latter is
confined to the central Scottish Highlands and one site in England.
Mid-month I had a successful visit to moorland at Achnahannet, a few miles west of
Grantown, to look for Netted Mountain Moth and a week later I saw one of my alltime favourite moths – Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth at RSPB Insh Marshes
where I work, a regular site for them. In fact I saw three together in Tromie meadow.
Towards the end of the month I joined Tom Prescott and a small group of volunteers in
Argyll to look for New Forest Burnet larvae at this species’ only known UK site. Six
of us spent most of the day searching on hands and knees for green larvae on green
vegetation. It was difficult to stay focussed and I found my mind wandering.
However, at the end of the day, with eyes going squiffy, between us we had found a
total of about 40 larvae. We were delighted, since this was almost as many as the
adults we had counted here in 2017. While on the site, we also saw Mother Shipton,
Six-spot Burnet larvae, the pale-yellow micro Agapeta hamana and Dew Moth. The
latter may have been a new species for me, but I have to confess that my memory is so
poor that I struggle to know what I have seen before and what I haven’t!

New Forest Burnet larva

Dew Moth
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JUNE. This month’s mothing kicked
off with a visit to the beautiful Loch
Arkaig and an Open Day at BC’s Allt
Mhuic reserve. Traps were run the
night before the Open Day and we
knew that it would be a good trapping
because of the huge number of midges
around! Moth highlights included
Green
Silver-lines,
Four-dotted
Footman (got it right this time Roy),
Buff Ermine, Poplar and Elephant
Hawk-moths, Sallow Kitten, Puss
Moth, Clouded Silver, Marbled
Puss Moth by Hilary Swift
Brown,
Drinker,
Yellow-ringed
Carpet, Northern Eggar, Saxon, Scorched Wing (what a cracker) and the wonderfully
named micros: Pseudotelphusa paripunctella and Udea decrepitalis – fancy being
lumbered with that name. Some of these species are common in the west but not seen
in my home area.
A daytime walk at Allt Mhuic found, amongst others, Small Purple-barred, Argent
and Sable, Small Argent and Sable, Silver Hook and Aethes piercei. (See Highland
Branch website for more details of this event).
Trapping at Anagach Wood produced Pleurota bicostella (not rare but I love its
distinctive long palps), Saxon, Ancylis tineana and a female Ghost Moth.
Later in the month I led a public event at RSPB Insh Marshes, moth trapping followed
by a walk. Nothing out of the ordinary was seen but Campion, Poplar Grey and Grey
Dagger were nice. (See Highland Branch website for more details).
Two days later I had another public event, this time at Anagach Wood. For me, Gothic
and Setaceous Hebrew Character were the stars. (See Highland Branch website for
more details).
Late in the month I confirmed
the presence of Ancylis tineana
at RSPB’s Ballinlaggan reserve
and then I returned to Argyll to
help monitor New Forest
Burnet – the adults this time. A
count of 112 was the best for
some years.
JULY. I returned to Argyll
with Tom Prescott for more
New Forest Burnet colony
monitoring – this time mostly
vegetation monitoring. I knew
from
New Forest Burnet on Wild Thyme
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previous experience that using a vegetation quadrat on the site’s very steep slopes was
exhausting. One is constantly struggling to stay upright and not slide down the slope.
This year I wore crampons to good effect! We ran moth traps at the place where we
stayed and on the first morning, amongst a good haul of moths, were Scallop Shell and
Swallow-tailed Moth. The former I had never seen before and the latter I had only
previously seen in England. Not only were they new species for my Scottish list but
they were absolute beauties as well!
Trapping at Anagach Wood mid-month didn’t produce any surprises but while on site
we saw the day-flying Rannoch Looper. Hilary recorded individuals of this species in
various parts of the wood.

Mid-month I had one of my best moth trapping sessions of the season and at an
unlikely location – Landmark Adventure Park at Carrbridge! Admittedly there are a
lot of mature Scots pines on site but in the immediate vicinity of my traps there were
few other tree species and a poor ground flora. Indeed one of my traps had no
vegetation within about 10 metres of it, just gravel and buildings. Nevertheless, I
recorded 75 species including Cousin German, Chestnut-coloured Carpet, Great
Brocade, Plain Clay and Denisia similella. More details on Highland Branch
website.
I had another public event, this one for
RSPB at the Highland Folk Museum in
Newtonmore. Gothic, White-line Dart,
Setaceous Hebrew Character, Plain
Clay and Double Dart were highlights.
In Anagach Wood my three MV traps
held a total of 113 Antler Moths and
150 Holly Tortrix!
My final trapping of the month was
targeting Dark Bordered Beauty moth
Plain Clay by Hilary Swift
near Grantown - one of just three
Scottish sites for this species. Numbers
have been very low at this colony for the last several years and worryingly, we drew a
blank this time. However, there were plenty of other moths to be seen, including
Angle-striped Sallow, Plain Clay, Green Pug, Cousin German and Rhigognostis
incarnatella. Interestingly, we also had the micro Acleris forsskaleana which was
potentially a “first” for the vice-county (Morayshire). However, one of the people
helping with the traps had recorded A. forsskaleana just a couple of days before at
RSPB Insh Marshes which was a “first” for East Inverness-shire. With that person and
one of his traps present at Grantown, the county recorder felt it was too much of a
coincidence that forsskaleana had turned up here as well! The chance of it hitching a
ride from Insh to Grantown could not be discounted. We’ll just have to catch another
next year.....
AUGUST. Trapping at Anagach Wood at the start of the month produced a lot of
moths! Total counts from three MV traps included 27 Plain Clay, 28 Golden-rod
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Brindle, 35 Cousin German, 107 Ear Moth aggregate, 138 Argyresthia goedartella
(one of my favourite micros) and 145 Juniper Pug.
House-sitting for a week near to Portsoy took me into VC94 (Roy Leverton’s patch).
The croft house sat amongst woodland and rough grassland so was a great place for
moth trapping. During the course of the week we ran up a good moth list although
most of the macros were quite predictable. The exceptions were Old Lady (a striking
species I hadn’t seen for years) and Angle-striped Sallow. To me, the latter was
unremarkable since I see so many at home, but I later learned from Roy that it is a real
rarity in VC94 away from the coast. Micros provided more interest than the macros
and it was great to see Blastobasis adustella, Agonopterix umbellana, Mother of Pearl,
Ypsolopha dentella (Honeysuckle moth) and the wonderfully named Zeiraphera
ratzeburgiana. Why does that name make me think of gangsters?
Back home at Anagach Wood, moth numbers were still high, with totals of 54 Goldenrod Brindle and 141 Ear Moth aggregate but autumn was definitely in the air. Not in
terms of temperature, because it was still mild, but in terms of species that typify
autumn, such as Sallow, Angle-striped Sallow, Black Rustic (another of my
favourites) and of course Autumnal Rustic.
SEPTEMBER. A week’s camping and back-packing in the Cairngorms at the start of
the month prevented me from trapping but I did manage to see several larvae during
my walk, including Sweet Gale.

Back in Anagach, autumn species were out in force: Sallow, Pink-barred Sallow,
Angle-striped Sallow, Black Rustic, Autumnal Rustic and Flounced Chestnut. With
the mild weather continuing, counts were still high. There were 531 Juniper Pugs in
my three traps today!
My mothing year had pretty much started with a micro-moth workshop and so it was
fitting that as the season for trapping was approaching an end, another micro-moth
workshop took place. This one was in Kincraig and led by Mark Young. Macros stole
the show when we went through the traps though, with several species that I hadn’t
previously seen this year: Green
-brindled Crescent, Merveille du
Jour (another cracker), Red-line
and
Yellow-line
Quakers,
Brindled Green and Autumngreen Carpet. We took a walk
through the woodland looking
for leaf-mines, collecting plenty
of samples and getting them
identified by Mark. Our microlist for the day had 40 species
on it! I have to say though that
my personal highlight of the day
was a macro. I saw a small
fluorescent yellow-green, long- Merveille du Jour
haired lump in a tree and I’d
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never seen anything like it! It was a Miller larva and even more colourful than in my
books!

Miller larva
OCTOBER. My final trapping of the year was in Anagach Wood. Autumn species
were giving way to winter species: Feathered Thorn, Scarce Umber and the
appropriately named November Moth, December Moth and Northern Winter Moth.
NOVEMBER. No moths recorded.
DECEMBER. I saw a Twenty-plume Moth on my bedroom wall at the end of the
month, rather fitting because this was both the first and last species of my mothing
year.
It had certainly been a busy mothing year, probably too busy. When trapping in
Anagach Wood it could easily take up a full day of my weekend – going through three
MV traps in the morning and identifying tricky micros and pugs in the afternoon.
Three weekends away in Argyll, two micro-moth workshops and five public moth
trapping events……by the end of the season I was totally mothed out. My moth list for
the year stood at 373 species. There were probably more species to add from
September’s micro-moth workshop but from my notes taken on the day I became
confused by what I had seen myself and what I hadn’t! Taking 373 as a minimum, it
was still a new year-list record for me, but it certainly took a lot of effort to get there!
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Some of the Insh Larvae seen in 2018 By Mark Wynn
In my youth, after a long day’s walk in the Mendips with mates, I would refer to one or
more of my collection of 'Observer Book of … ' to identify what it was we observed. I
wanted to know what was that tree; flower; bird's egg; insect etc. Our interest was
really sparked by the Brooke Bond tea cards we collected in albums. Consequently, as
a lad I longed to see a Yellow Hammer (Bird Portraits #11) or Blue Hare (British Wild
Life #21)
Anyway, there are still many 'creepy crawlies' I would love to see. And some of those I
managed to do so this past summer working as a volunteer warden at Insh Marshes
RSPB reserve. And so it was a joy to flick through my Observer Book of Caterpillars
to find the names of these wonderful creatures. Some far more interesting and
charismatic than the adults they pupate to be. Some are amazingly camouflaged. Some
are incredibly hairy. Some physically intimidate. Some with scary eyes. All confuse
and are empty threats though, as nearly all caterpillars are unable to inflict lethal harm
to any prospective predator. However, many are unpalatable. Though merely not to the
most advanced developed bird – the Cuckoo. Still, that's another article for another
time and another place!!!
In early July whilst searching for the larva of Dark-bordered Beauty Moth on Aspen
tree suckers (unsuccessfully, I have to report) we did discover three different instars of
Puss Moth caterpillars. Firstly a penultimate instar (see photo below). Then a second
instar & finally a third instar. The final amazingly fierce looking instar appears in late
July, early August. It's quite a stunning creature as pictured in my Observer Book.
On 8 August we came across
a virtually leafless pussy
willow covered in webs. They
sheltered
the
gregarious
caterpillars of the Buff-tip
moth (see photo on next
page). The Observer Book
says that they feed “side by
side on a leaf until it is
stripped. They will defoliate
the upper part of a branch in
this way before moving in a
company to another to repeat
the operation”. That was very
much the case with this
skeletal bush.
Puss Moth larva by Gabby Flinn

A week later we spotted a
Ruby Tiger Moth caterpillar
walking across our track that passed through rough grassland. Pete Moore, fellow Insh
warden & present Chairman of the Highland Branch of BC, informed us that
caterpillars of the second brood of Ruby Tiger Moths hibernate through the winter and
that he's seen them becoming active and wandering over snow – unbelievably - when
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the sun shines in February or
March. How about that then?!
It was heartening to see so many
fascinating larvae in the glorious
summer of 2018, especially as
David G James, author of 'The
Book of Caterpillars' (Ivy Press)
writes: “They are the canary in
the 21st-century coal-mine”.
Clearly, the RSPB reserve at
Insh is extremely friendly to
them.

Buff Tip larva by William Walsh

Polmaily 2018 By Ron and Dot Ruston

We were certainly daunted by the clear felling that was taking place when we visited
Polmaily for the first time in April this year. We had noticed that there were signs in

33

place at the parking area a few weeks
previously, but had not taken a good look
around and work had certainly moved on
at speed! We were truly taken aback
when we saw the amount of timber lying
on the ground - see photo on left and on
previous page.
With the felling machinery and trucks
taking out the timber, we decided we had
to limit our visits onto the transect to a
Sunday, which was not always good
weather wise and so some weekends we
gave it a miss.
However, we did manage 18 visits but
obviously compared with previous years
the figures were down and unfortunately
we had no sightings of Pearl Bordered or
Small Pearl Bordered Fritillaries. We did
spot 3 Dingy Skippers towards the end of
May, but the layby where they usually
appear had been used as a turning or
parking point for traffic and the ground
was churned up along with most of the
wild plant growth. We continued our
walks through the hot summer months,
when we were able and our highest
recorded number of butterflies on 5th
August, was 65.
We were pleased to note that Rob’s
Weyeriana Buddleia has survived the
lack of rain and the flailing machine!!
On the 23rd December 2018 we did a
walk up through the transect and were
delighted to find that the surface of the
track had been refurbished and dressed
with what was probably quarry dust, see
photo on left. The sides of the track had
also been flailed again and alongside the
clear felling, we now have a much more
open aspect which we hope will
encourage regrowth of the wild flowers
and the return of more butterflies during
the coming years.
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Moth Highlights of 2018 By Pete Moore
All the moths mentioned below were “firsts” for their respective vice-counties. As a
contrast to butterflies, the great diversity and elusiveness of moths means that new
species are being added to vice-county lists every year. Perhaps not surprisingly, most
new records are of micro-moths as an increasing number of moth-ers turn their
attention to micros with the help of a number of good micro field guides to make the
task of identification easier. However, you’ll still see macro-moths mentioned below.
VC 94 – Banffshire (Recorder Roy Leverton): Although it was a second record rather
than a first, Roy was delighted to find Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth in his garden
after a 28-year wait!
VC 95 – Moray (Recorder Mike Taylor): Four new micros – Bryotropha domestica,
Capperia britanniodactylus, Coleophora virgaureae and Evergestis pallidata, the
latter two in Mike’s garden. Also in his garden was a new macro – Clouded Silver.
VC 96 – East Invernessshire
(Recorder
Mike
Taylor): Six new micros –
Parornix anglicella, Acleris
forsskaleana,
Elachista
maculicerusella, Ectoedemia
atricollis, Epinotia cinereana
and Stigmella basiguttella.
The latter two were found by
Mark Young during a micromoth training day in
Kincraig, where there was a
focus on looking for leaf
mines.
Evergestis pallidata by Mike Taylor
VC 97 – West Inverness-shire
(Recorder Tom Prescott): No “firsts” for
the VC but Goat Moth was recorded at
BC’s Allt Mhuic reserve for the first
time.

Goat Moth larva by Ben Tolley
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VC 104 – Skye (Recorder
Keith Sadler): Skye is the
happening place for moth
records these days with an
amazing 6 new macros and 23
new micros! Some records
came from a previously underrecorded part of the island and
some of the micros were
identified from leaf mines. In
addition, Stephen Bungard
found a number of micro
records in a scientific paper
about micros on Raasay
published in 1937. Although
these records could not be
verified, eight records were
accepted where the species
were found in neighbouring Archer’s Dart by Keith Sadler
vice-counties and the foodplant was present.
The macros were Rannoch Brindled Beauty, Pale Pinion, Netted Pug, Archer’s Dart,
Barred Rivulet and Bleached Pug.
The 2018 micros were Glyphipterix haworthana, Schreckensteinia festaliella, Udea
decrepitalis, Pyrausta ostrinalis, Argyrotaenia ljungiana, Epinotia tedella, Mompha
locupletella, Phyllonorycter geniculella, Caloptilia rufipennella, Yponomeuta padella
(Orchard
Ermine), Heliozela
resplendella, Heliozela
sericiella, Phyllonorycter
hilarella , Bohemannia pulverosella and Bucculatrix ulmella.
The eight Raasay records were Apotomis sauciana, Argyroploce arbutella,
Dichrorampha plumbagana, Dichrorampha plumbana, Acleris logiana, Philedone
gerningana, Cnephasia incertana and Teleiopsis diffinis.

Argyrotaenia ljungiana
by Stephen Bungard
Netted Pug by Keith Sadler
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VC 105 – Wester Ross (Recorder Barry Blake): No new species reported.
VC 106 – Easter Ross (Recorder Margaret Currie): One new macro, Pale Pinion, in
Margaret’s garden, probably the most northerly UK record to date. This species has
undergone a significant range expansion in recent years.
Seven new micros – Agonopterix propinquella, Elachista alpinella, Diplodoma
laichartingella, Depressaria badiella, Pyla fusca, Endothenia marginana and Prays
ruficeps.
VC 107 – East Sutherland (Recorder
Brigid Primrose): no new species
reported.
VC 108 – West Sutherland
(Recorder Graham Crittenden): Two
new macros – Lime-speck Pug and
Tissue, both recorded on Handa
Island.

Pale Pinion by Margaret Currie
VC 109 – Caithness (Recorder
Neil Money): One new macro Bordered Straw, and two new
micros – Monopis laevigella
and Elachista kilmunella (of a
form not previously known.
Mark Young is preparing a
note for the Entomologist’s
Record). In addition, the first
documented
record
of
Aspilapteryx
tringipennella
(there was one previous
undocumented record).

Bordered Straw by Neil Money
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Moth Friends in my Garden By Mary Eagleson
We’ve lived in our house above Maryburgh on the road to Loch Ussie for 29 years, but
I never knew that we shared our garden with lovely moths until the summer of 2012.
That was the year Margaret and Andy came round with a moth trap for me to borrow
(thank you BC Highland branch). Since then I’ve enjoyed the company of the moths
changing as the seasons progress each year, the fun of entering moth data into
spreadsheets, welcoming new species to the garden and anticipating the arrival of old
friends.
I’ve been amazed at the sheer variety of moths, both macros and micros, in the trap, on
the kitchen window and out there in our rather wild garden and wood.
In six and half years, the list of garden species has grown to well over 300 and more
are added every year. Pugs are still tricky and getting decent photos of some micros is
a challenge, but I have had wonderful help in particular from Margaret Currie, VC 106
recorder, and Nigel Richards who has helped me with countless tricky micros.
Looking back at 2018, moth numbers were low with the cold spring until April when
the numbers started to increase and May brought a lovely selection including
favourites like the variable Seraphim, Clouded Silver and Scorched Wing. Ruby Tiger
was a new species for the garden in May. There were some special times in June, for
example watching male Gold Swifts flying low above the grass beside the road at dusk
(see photo below) and Ghost Moths ‘lekking’ in the meadow. Bedtime gets to be very
late in midsummer!
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I look forward to the first week in July every year and eagerly examine the flowerheads
of Hogweed for my favourite micro, the Orange-spot Piercer, Pammene aurana. In
2018 the first adults, looking smart with their chocolate-brown wings and orange spots,
were there on the 1st of the month enjoying the sunshine.
In August I had the excitement of a new vice county record in the form of a dark little
micro, Prays ruficeps. A few weeks earlier I had an individual of Prays fraxinella, its
commoner relative, in the trap; these are two species whose larvae feed on Ash and I
will look out for them again next year.
In the dark evenings of autumn and winter it’s always fun to spot moths on the kitchen
window and in October I was delighted to have a new macro for my list – Small Dusty
Wave.
I look forward to more pleasure from my garden moths in 2019 as well as exciting
moths - I hope - on BC Highland field trips!

Chasing glory (and beauty) By Gabrielle Flinn
We are now two years into the Rare Invertebrates in the Cairngorms (RIC) project and
we have been dedicating a third of our time to chasing Kentish glory (Endromis
versicolora) and dark bordered beauty (Epione vespertaria).

Each year, we ran training days for volunteers for the species in Deeside and
Strathspey to enable volunteers to identify the moths and suitable habitat. These were
well attended and resulted in even more lepidopteran enthusiasts!
In 2018, with a small army of nearly 40 volunteers, we journeyed throughout the
Cairngorms National Park and surrounding areas to find new sites for the Kentish
glory. After successful trials of the pheromone, made at the University of Canterbury,
in 2017, we were each armed
with a small glass vial which
contained an artificial replica of
the pheromone that is produced
by the female moth to attract its
male counterparts. The lures
proved to be very effective and,
whist we are still awaiting some
results, the moth was found in 71
new 1km square sites and 3 new
10km² areas. This exercise
improved our knowledge of
suitable sites in the short term as
Kentish glory requires young
birch woodland to survive.
Whilst collecting new data about
Kentish Glory close-up
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the location of the moth, volunteers also collected information about habitat, weather
conditions and how long it took for moths to arrive at the lure. They were found to take
an average of around 20 minutes to arrive at the lure with a couple of anomalies such
as waiting for an hour for the moth to appear.
Tom Churchyard from the RSPB undertook a sabbatical and spent a week using mark
and recapture to examine a key population near Aviemore and to examine how far they
could travel. The furthest he found a moth had travelled was 555m – although this was
hours after the moth was first observed. He also collected data about the best
conditions to observe the moth and found that they are most likely to be observed
during sunny and breezy weather (wind speeds of around 5-10mph). The wind is
thought to be important for distributing the pheromone which may be why he had more
success during these periods.
This year, we will use lures to further improve our knowledge of their distribution, this
time focussing in larger areas and trying to close gaps in our knowledge of sites
between populations.
The other moth that this project focusses on is dark bordered beauty, a scarcer species
which relies on suckering aspen as its food plant – now a particularly rare habitat to
encounter. The project spent July moth-trapping and carrying out visual surveys at a
known site near Grantown-on-Spey and at sites where the moth has yet to be
discovered. Only one individual was observed at the known site despite a lot of effort
to find the species. We are unsure whether this is down to dark bordered beauty
suffering at this site or if the hot summer – which caused the moth to appear sooner
than expected – meant that surveys missed its peak flight period.
Volunteers and sabbatical Colin Campbell (RSPB) spent time assessing key habitat at
locations near the known site so we can better establish our knowledge of the area and
its potential for dark bordered beauty. Additionally, volunteer Ross Johnston and the
team of Royal Bank of Scotland data security he works with, joined in with surveys
near Grantown and at RSPB Insh
Marshes.

Dark Bordered Beauty 2018 By Mary Laing
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This July, volunteers will form
teams and use moth traps to focus
survey efforts on areas that they
identified to have suitable habitat
during last year’s surveys in the
hopes of finding a new site for
the species. We also welcome
Tay Davies, who will be
spending the year learning more
about dark bordered beauty and
answering
some
important
questions about its habitat
preferences as part of a Scottish
Natural
Heritage
graduate
placement.

A record of Cloaked Pug, Eupithecia abietaria, in
Nethybridge By Steve Broyd
At dawn on 14 July 2018 I checked my 20w Compact Actinic garden moth trap to pot
any moths outside the trap that might be taken by the local birds before I had an
opportunity to process the night’s catch later that morning. There were a fair number of
the usual suspects on the wall at the trapsite but my eye was immediately drawn to a
rather large pug resting on the outside of the trap.
I swiftly potted it as I had my suspicions what it might be but wanted to check more
carefully as I was unaware of the species status in Highland. A quick check of
“Townsend and Waring” confirmed my thinking that it was a Cloaked Pug. I had
caught one in Kent back in 2007 (where it is a rare species and a probable immigrant).
I was also aware that the species is scarce nationally and therefore surprised one should
appear in Nethy Bridge.
It was not as fresh a specimen as the one I had previously trapped but distinctive
enough to stand out as very different to the average pug (large with a huge discal spot).
Once the light improved, I took some quick images and sent one to Mike Taylor for
verification. Mike quickly confirmed the record and has commented that it becomes
the third modern day record for VC95 - the previous two modern records were at
Darnaway Forest on 8/7/2010 (trapped by Mike), followed by another at Grantown on
Spey trapped by Mike Young on 6/7/2013.
Mike Taylor has also confirmed that there are three historic VC95 records - an adult
netted at Loch na Bo on 22/6/1892 and larval finds at Altye Woods, Forres in August
1894 and August 1905.
14 July 2018 was a warm night so the Nethy Bridge specimen may have wandered
some distance but the possibility of a small local population of this large pug should
not be ruled out.
Images of the Nethy Bridge specimen can be seen below - one next to a Foxglove Pug
to allow a size comparison.
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Coul Links By Dr Tom Prescott
Coul Links is an unspoilt dune system that lies immediately to the north of the village
of Embo, in East Sutherland and is home to a wide variety of rare habitats and species.
This is recognised by the fact that it has National (Site of Special Scientific Interest),
European (Special Protection Area) and International conservation designations
(Ramsar site). However, despite this there are ongoing proposals for the development
of a golf course on the site posing great detriment to the wildlife. Fortunately,
following a campaign by locals and environmental groups, including Butterfly
Conservation Scotland and many of our members, the planning application will be
examined at a Public Inquiry that begins on 26 th February 2019 and will run for three
to four weeks. Therefore, by the time you get to read this the Inquiry may already be
in full swing, or possibly over.

Arial view of Coul Links by Craig Allardyce

The site is very important for its Lepidoptera with 246 species being recorded,
comprising 19 butterflies, 80 micro-moths and 147 macro-moths, of which the
following seven are of particular importance – the “Significant Seven”:
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•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Northern Brown Argus – A count of 114 adults in 2014 at Coul Links is the
highest single count from any site in the UK.
Small Blue – The population at Coul Links is a vital “stepping stone” between
the adjacent coastal colonies at Dornoch to the south and Littleferry to the
north.
Portland Moth – A Nationally Scarce species with a notable decline in
distribution in Britain from 99 10km squares pre 1970 to 70 (1970-1999) to just
38 from 2000.
Lyme Grass moth – Also Nationally Scarce and only occurs in Scotland at
scattered localities from East Lothian to Kincardine and Nairn to Coul Links.
Caryocolum blandelloides - Discovered in the UK for the first time in 1994 at
Coul Links and currently only known from four other sites in the UK and all are
coastal dunes in the Moray Firth area ranging from Findhorn to Littleferry
Dunes.
Stigmella spinosissimae - A Red Data Book species that mines the leaves of
Burnet Rose.
Syncopacma sangiella – A nationally scarce species associated with Bird’sfoot Trefoil.

Due to the significance of its Lepidoptera assemblage, Dr Mark Young, who most of
you will know being an active and expert moth recorder in our branch area and former
trustee of Butterfly Conservation, will present evidence on the importance of the dunes
for butterflies and moths at the Inquiry on our behalf. We are not working in isolation
as BCS is part of the Coul Links Conservation Coalition, so Mark’s evidence will be
given alongside that of our partner organisations.

Northern Brown Argus by Jim Black

Small Blue by Peter Eeles

We suspect that the reporters at the Inquiry who hear the evidence will take several
months to make their recommendation to Scottish Ministers, so it will be a wee while
before we know the final outcome. So look out for updates via our website and social
media.
We are very grateful that Mark is so willing to devote his time, knowledge and
enthusiasm to help protect this important site.
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BCS has also launched a Crowdfunding
Appeal to contribute to the Coalition’s legal
costs as well as help recoup the large amount
of staff time and resources involved to
prepare our case for the inquiry. Details of
the
appeal
can
be
found
here;
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/save-coul-links or if
you are reading this after the start of the
Inquiry then an appeal for contributions can
be found on BC’s website here www.butterfly
-conservaiton.org/Couls

Portland Moth by Roy Leverton
Portland Moth Larva

by Graham Jones

Highland & Islands Branch Field Trips and Events
Events are listed below in chronological order. You’ll notice there are fewer events
than usual but there will be more events to come, the details of which had not been
finalised before this newsletter went to print. These events will be advertised on the BC
Highland Branch website and Facebook page and e-mailed to those members for whom
we have an e-mail address. Apologies to those who do not have ready access to a
computer.

If you are not on our e-mail list and would like to be added, please contact Audrey
Turner, Branch Membership Secretary, unicorn64@btinternet.com
If you have any ideas for future field trips or other events please contact Pete Moore,
Events Organiser, tonuptwitcher@gmail.com If you would like a field trip to take
place in your local area, get in touch and we’ll see what we can organise.
These events are free and open to both BC members and non-members.
Car sharing. For environmental and social reasons, it would be good if people car
shared when attending events. If you are travelling by car and happy to give someone
else a lift or if you would like a lift to an event, please contact the event leader
beforehand and they will try to match people up.
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2019 Events at a glance - in chronological order
APRIL
Saturday April 6 - Habitat management work party for Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Glen
Orrin near Muir of Ord.
MAY
Sunday May 19 – Field trip for fritillaries, Glenmarksie near Contin.
Saturday May 25 or Sunday May 26 - Field trip for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and
Dingy Skipper. Polmaily, near Drumnadrochit.
JUNE
Sunday June 16 - Field trip for butterflies, River Beauly near Kiltarlity.
AUGUST
Saturday August 3 – DBB Bash - moth trapping for Dark Bordered Beauty moth,
RSPB Insh Marshes near Kingussie.
SEPTEMBER
Saturday September 14 – Habitat management work party for Pearl-bordered Fritillary.
Polmaily near Drumnadrochit.

Your Event Leaders
Margaret Currie
Margaret is Vice-County Moth Recorder for East Ross-shire and so it goes without
saying that she knows a lot about leps!
Pete Moore
Pete is Chairman and Events Co-ordinator of BC Highland Branch. He came to moths
relatively late in his career as a nature reserve Warden but his enthusiasm for moths
has overtaken that of birds and other wildlife. His main passions: moths, mountains
and motorbikes.

Tom Prescott
Tom works for Butterfly Conservation Scotland as Senior Conservation Officer. He
has been enthusiastic about moths and butterflies for a long time, is extremely
knowledgeable and is Vice-County Moth and Butterfly Recorder for West Inverness.
Other personal skills include riding his bike, brewing beer, baking cakes and telling
bad jokes; but not all at the same time!
Mark Wynn
Mark sits on the committee of BC Highland Branch. He has a love of wildness &
natural history. Hence why he & his wife retired to Scotland. He believes music especially jazz & R&B - is the most dazzling fruit of human creation. Closely followed
by films & football. Sources for the spirit. Thus, Mark will keep you entertained.
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Details of events in chronological order
GLEN ORRIN SCRUB CLEARANCE WORK PARTY
Target Species: To benefit Pearl-bordered Fritillary
Date: Saturday 6th April
Time: 10.30am
Meeting place: Parking near the work site is limited, therefore, we will meet at the
visitor’s car park at the entrance to Glen Orrin, grid ref NH 474514 (OS map 26), at
10.30am. We will then take as few cars as possible a mile further up the glen to the
site. If you cannot make it at 10.30 then hopefully you will find us up the glen on the
south or left hand side of the road along the track that starts at approx. NH 464517.
Description: Another chance to help cut back vegetation and rake up excessive
bracken to improve the habitat for Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered
Fritillaries. Both species occur on the south facing slopes and track sides of An Dun.
Approx duration: 4-6 hours, but you are welcome to join in and leave whenever you
want. Every little helps so if you only want to come for an hour you will still be very
welcome.
What’s needed: Bring lunch and wear old clothes. If you have them bring work
gloves, secateurs, bow saws and loppers. If you don’t have them they will be provided.

Leader name: Margaret Currie or Tom Prescott
Leader contact details: Margaret - Tel: 01349 877223 Mob: 07484 778684
email: moths.vc106@btinternet.com
Tom – Tel: 01540 661469 Mob: 07979 785665
email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
GLENMARKSIE BUTTERFLY WALK
Target Species: Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary
Date: Sunday 19th May 2019
Time: 10:30 am
Meeting place: Turn off A835 about 1km NW of Contin, signposted Loch Achilty.
Single track road for approx. 4 miles to Luichart Power Station. Park just beyond in
vicinity of bridge. OS map 26, NH 393571. There are two small car parks further on
which we may be able to access.
Description: A walk mostly on tracks with some short steep uphill sections. Through
woodland to the open hillside where both PB and Small PB Fritillary have been
recorded. The open area is excellent for day flying moths such as Mother Shipton,
while the ponds lower down have several species of dragonfly.
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Approx duration: 4-5 hours depending on weather.
What’s needed: Suitable footwear as we will be going onto the hillside. Lunch.
Any other information: The complete circuit is approximately 3 miles.
Leader name: Margaret Currie
Leader contact details: Tel: 01349 877223; Mob: 07484 778684
email: moths.vc106@btinternet.com
POLMAILY BUTTERFLY WALK, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT
Target Species: Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper
Date: Saturday May 25 or Sunday May 26
Time: 10.30
Meeting place: The end of the forest track into Polmaily, about 2 miles west of
Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref NH 484304 (OS sheet 26 –
Inverness and Loch Ness)
Description: A visit to see the rewards of previous habitat management undertaken by
members of Highland branch.
Approx duration: Up to 4 hours
What’s needed: Bring a packed lunch
Any other information: Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the Sunday
will be decided nearer the time, dependent on the weather forecast. Please phone Mark
a few days before-hand for the final decision.
Leader name: Mark Wynn
Leader contact details: Tel: 01463 222060; Mob: 07944 708608
email: mark.9wynn@btinternet.com
RIVER BEAULY WALK
Target Species: Whatever we find
Date: Sunday 16th June
Time: 10.00am
Meeting place: Small car park at the south side of Black Bridge, NH 497439 (OS map
26). Take A831 (Cannich) road for 1 mile, turn left signed Kiltarlity, go downhill and
across bridge.
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Description: This will be a nice leisurely stroll along the banks of the River Beauly,
all on good tracks and mostly flat. Hopefully we should see a number of different
species of butterfly as the terrain varies, plus some dragonflies at the pond.
Approx duration: 3 to 4 hours depending on weather.
What’s needed: Suitable footwear, waterproofs and lunch.
Any other information: The total distance is about three miles.
Leader name: Margaret Currie

Leader contact details: Tel: 01349 877223; Mob: 07484 778684
email: moths.vc106@btinternet.com
DBB BASH
Target Species: Dark Bordered Beauty moth
Date: Sat 3 August
Time: 10am
Meeting place: RSPB Insh Marshes car park. 2 miles out of Kingussie on the B970
(past Ruthven Barracks). NN775998 (OS map 35 – Kingussie)
Description: A look through moth traps as part of the reserve’s annual monitoring of
Dark Bordered Beauty moth, found at only three locations in Scotland.
Approx duration: To lunchtime and possibly beyond…..
What’s needed: Packed lunch, midge repellent (just in case)
Leader name: Pete Moore
Leader contact details: Tel: 07866 578079
email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
POLMAILY WORK PARTY (AKA BAKE-OFF), NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT
Date: Sat September 14
Time: Anytime from 10.30 – c4pm
Meeting place: Follow the Butterfly Conservation Scotland signs from the end of the
forest track into Polmaily Wood, approx. 2 miles west of Drumnadrochit on the A831
towards Cannich. Grid ref: NH484304. OS sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness)
Description: Another session of clearing and cutting back trackside vegetation and
scrub to improve the habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper. The
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work includes “weeding” sections previously cleared, as well as tackling un-cleared
areas.
Approx duration: Up to 5 or 6 hours but you are welcome to join in and leave
whenever you want to. Every little helps so if you are able to come just for an hour or
so, you will still be very welcome.
What’s needed: If staying all day bring lunch and wear old clothes as well as gloves,
secateurs, loppers, forks, rakes and bow-saws if you have them. Further hand-tools
including the wonderful Tree-poppers and gloves will be available. Home-baked cake
also gratefully received!

Any other information: This is the eighth Polmaily work-party, or bake-off as it has
become known by regular attendees. The previous ones have all been great fun, were
well attended and had plenty of cake! Tea and coffee will also be provided.
Leader name: Tom Prescott
Leader contact details: Tel: 01540 661469 Mob: 07979 785665
email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org

Photo Competition Runners-up
Canary-shouldered Thorn by Hilary Swift
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Branch Committee
Chairman
Pete Moore
email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
Membership Secretary & Treasurer
Audrey Turner
email: unicorn64@btinternet.com
Minutes Secretary
Barbara Brodie
Events Organiser
Pete Moore
email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
Committee Members:
Stuart Bence
Ewan Munro

Mike Taylor
Mark Wynn

Branch Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey
Champion
Kirstie Ross
Email: funkyhaywood@yahoo.co.uk
Please get in touch with Kirstie if you would like to take part in the Wider Countryside
Butterfly Survey.

County Moth Recorders
VC 94, Banffshire
Roy Leverton,
Whitewells, Ordiquhill, Cornhill,
Banffshire, AB45 2HS
email: roy345@btinternet.com

50

VC 95, Moray & VC96, East Inverness-shire
Mike Taylor,
Allasdale, Kinchurdy Road, Boat of Garten, Inverness-shire,
PH34 3BP
email: mst.taylor@btinternet.com
Tel 01479 831060
VC 97, West Inverness-shire
Dr Tom Prescott,
Mill House, Mill Road,
Kingussie, Inverness-shire, PH21 1LF
email: tomprescott@btconnect.com
VC 106, East Ross
Margaret Currie and Andy Scott,
7 Balnatua, Culbokie,
Dingwall, Ross-shire, IV7 8JQ
email: moths.vc106@btinternet.com
Tel: 01349 877223
VC 104, North Ebudes, Skye
Dr Keith Sadler
Seascape, 2 Portnalong, Carbost
Isle of Skye
IV47 8SL
email: sadlerkeith2@gmail.com
Tel 01478 640477
Small Isles
Jessie Wormell,
Fionchra, Carsfad, St John’s Town of Dalry,
Castle Douglas, DG7 3SU
email: jessiewormell@yahoo.com
Tel: 01644 430248
VC 105, West Ross
Barry Blake
An Cro, 38 Lonemore, Gairloch
IV21 2DA
email: bfb01@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01445 712075
VC 107, East Sutherland
Brigid Primrose,
24 Fairmuir Road, Muir of Ord,
Ross & Cromarty, IV6 7TB
email: vc107.moths@gmail.com
Tel: 01463 871907
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VC 108, West Sutherland
Graham Crittenden,
55 Melvich, Thurso, Sutherland, KW14 7YJ
email: graham5561@btinternet.com
Tel. 01641 531278
VC109, Caithness
Neil Money,
Heathfield House, Dunnet, Thurso, Caithness, KW14 8XP
email: neil@heathfield99.plus.com
Tel: 01847 851346

VC110, Outer Hebrides
Steve Duffield,
7 Carinish, Isle of North Uist, Western Isles, HS6 5HL.
email: steveduffield70@gmail.com
Tel: 01876 580619 OR 07867 555971
VC111, Orkney Islands
Sydney Gauld,
Quoyberstane, Work Road, St Ola, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1UF
email: orklander45@gmail.com
Tel: 01856 872468
VC112, Shetland Islands
Paul Harvey
Shetland Biological Records Centre,
Shetland Amenity Trust, Garthspool, Lerwick, ZE1 0NY
email: paul@shetlandamenity.org
Fair Isle
Nick Riddiford,
Schoolton, Fair Isle, Shetland, ZE2 9JU
email: taib@mallorcaweb.net
Tel 01595 760250

Butterfly Recorders
VC95, Moray
Audrey Turner
12 Grampian View, Aviemore
Inverness-shire PH22 1TF
email: unicorn64@btinternet.com
Tel 07450 548862

VC96, East Inverness-shire
Hilary Swift
90A High Street, Grantown-on-Spey,
Morayshire, PH26 3EL
email: vc96butterflies@gmail.com
Tel 01479 872261
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VC97, West Inverness-shire
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC 104, North Ebudes - Skye
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC104, North Ebudes - Small Isles
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC105, West Ross
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC106, East Ross
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC107, East Sutherland
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC108, West Sutherland
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC 109, Caithness
Philip Davey, The Old Manse, Lybster, KW3 6BS
email: caithnessbutterflies@gmail.com
Tel: 01593 721749
VC110, Outer Hebrides
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC111, Orkney Islands
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC112, Shetland Islands
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
If you are unsure which vice county your record is in, please use the following details
and the record will be forwarded to the correct recorder.
sightings@highland-butterflies.org.uk
Or send to;
“Butterfly Records”, 19 Culloden Court, Inverness IV2 7DX
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Highland & Moray Regular & Migrant Butterflies
Species Name

Scientific Name

UK BAP Status

Chequered Skipper

Carterocephalus palaemon

Priority species

Dingy Skipper

Erynnis tages

Priority species

Large White

Pieris brassicae

Not listed

Small White

Pieris rapae

Not listed

Green-veined White

Pieris napi

Not listed

Orange Tip

Anthocharis cardamines

Not listed

Green Hairstreak

Callophrys rubi

Not listed

Purple Hairstreak

Neozephyrus quercus

Not listed

Small Copper

Lycaenas phlaeas

Not listed

Small Blue

Cupido minimus

Priority species

Northern Brown Argus

Plebeius artaxerxes

Priority species

Common Blue

Polyommatis icarus

Not listed

Red Admiral

Vanessa atalanta

Not assessed

Painted Lady

Vanessa cardui

Not assessed

Small Tortoiseshell

Aglais urticae

Not listed

Peacock

Inachis io

Not listed

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary

Boloria selene

Priority species

Pearl-bordered Fritillary

Boloria euphrosyne

Priority species

Dark Green Fritillary

Argynnis aglaja

Not listed

Marsh Fritillary

Euphydrias aurinia

Priority species

Speckled Wood

Pararge aegeria

Not listed

Mountain Ringlet

Erebia epiphron

Priority species

Scotch Argus

Erebia aethiops

Not listed

Grayling

Hipparchia semele

Priority species

Meadow Brown

Maniola jurtina

Not listed

Ringlet

Aphantopus hyperantus

Not listed

Small Heath

Coenonympha pamphilus

Priority species

Large Heath

Coenonympha tullia

Priority species
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Where to find more information
For more information about Butterflies and Moths in the Highlands, Islands and
Moray, and information on recent sightings please visit our website:
http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk
There is also information on our “In Your Area” page on the main Butterfly
Conservation website:
http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html
or visit our Facebook page, Butterfly Conservation – Highland Branch:
https://www.facebook.com/ButterflyConservationHighlandsIslands
Or Facebook Group, Highland Moths & Butterflies
https://www.facebook.com/groups/highlandbutterflies/
You can also find us on Twitter BC Highland on Twitter

Contact us
To contact Highland Branch with contributions for “Latest news”, or on any matter
relating to Butterflies and Moths in our area, please send an email to:
contact@highland-butterflies.org.uk
You can also contact any of the committee members, names and contact details are
available on the Branch Committee page, page 50.
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Your lasting legacy
Have you ever considered leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation in your Will? An
increasing number of members and friends are choosing to support Butterfly
Conservation in this way. All gifts, however small, are welcome and make a crucial
and lasting contribution to the conservation of butterflies and moths. Accounting for
over one third of voluntary income, legacy gifts make a real difference to the work we
can undertake.
So as well as leaving gifts to loved ones in your Will, please consider leaving a gift to
Butterfly Conservation, it will help ensure butterflies and moths thrive in the years to
come.
For more information about leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation and
sharing your love of butterflies and moths with future generations please contact
Amanda Brazington;
Tel: 01929 406048 or write to her at:
Butterfly Conservation,
Manor Yard,
East Lulworth,
Wareham,
Dorset
BH20 5QP
Thank you for your support.
Butterfly Conservation
Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468)
Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth,
Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP
Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268)
Give as you live is another way you can raise money for Butterfly Conservation by
shopping!
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