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Front Cover Photo
The winner of this year’s photo competition is a
Dark Green Fritillary butterfly which was taken
by Catriona Matheson at Invertromie Meadow
on the 31st of July 2020.
Invertromie Meadow is part of the RSPB Insh
Marshes reserve near Kingussie.
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Welcome to Chequered Skipper 2021
by Pete Moore, Branch Chairman
This time last year I ended my “Chairman’s Welcome” with the following comment:
“I recently realised that the excitement of having a passion for butterflies and moths is
that we have no idea what’s going to happen in the coming season! Wouldn’t it be
boring if we could predict what was coming?”
Little did I know! Obviously, at the time I was thinking in terms of butterflies and
moths but certainly no-one predicted that Covid-19 was coming nor the impact it would
have on all our lives.
Some positives have come out of the Covid-19 pandemic. For example, much has
already been said about the re-connection of people with nature during lockdown. The
value of green spaces, especially in towns and cities, was recognised. The reassuring
sense of calm and wellbeing that accompanies wildlife watching was appreciated by
many and perhaps experienced by some people for the first time.
I hope that many of these new converts to the pleasures of the natural world will
continue to enjoy their new-found pastime even when we return to some sort of
normality. And not just that but also in some way support nature conservation, whether
by joining an organisation like Butterfly Conservation or simply “spreading the word”
amongst family and friends. I hope that some will go further and become more
proactive – joining work-parties, lending their support to campaigns and protecting the
wildlife on their doorsteps – because my goodness the UK’s wildlife in general is in a
parlous state. Almost every wildlife book, magazine and scientific article that I read
cannot avoid talking about wildlife declines in the UK.
A record number of counts were submitted to BC’s Big Butterfly Count in summer
2020, up 25% on 2019, perhaps reflecting the pandemic-inspired upswing of interest in
wildlife. However, at the same time the number of butterflies per count was the lowest
it has been since BBC was set up eleven years ago.
Why is it that UK wildlife is declining when we are apparently a nation of “wildlife
lovers” and we have a multitude of conservation groups based here, including Europe’s
largest conservation organisation? I believe that we are suffering the consequences of a
relentless assault upon our countryside by farming, forestry and “sporting” interests
over a period of not just decades but hundreds of years. The first two of these industries
do not set out to impoverish our wildlife communities but it is an outcome of their drive
for efficiency. Collateral damage. With the lion’s share of the countryside being
dominated by these three industries, good quality wildlife habitat is increasingly scarce
and fragmented. In turn, fragmented and isolated wildlife populations are more
vulnerable to outside pressures, such as predation and food shortage. Or populations
may simply become too small to survive.
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Agri-environment schemes, improved forestry practices and small-scale conservation
action all help but are not enough to stem the overall declines. We need to think more
radically and on a larger scale.
Hopefully, you will have read about BC’s landscape-scale projects, that have been
successful in boosting butterfly populations. (Read the report “Landscape-scale
conservation for butterflies and moths – lessons from the UK” currently on BC’s main
website). Such projects are usually based upon practical habitat management actions,
such as scrub removal, in favour of one or a few targeted species across a relatively
large geographical area. However, these interventions are labour intensive and can be
costly, in terms of manpower and machinery. Despite these efforts, in the current era
we are witnessing a colossal decline in wildlife across the board – impacting all types
of wildlife, from bug to bird, whether common or rare. And these losses are continuing
despite our targeted conservation activities. We need to do something even more
radical to slow up, maybe even halt, these losses.
A new approach, a new way of conservation thinking, has been gaining traction and
publicity in recent years. Imagine if the habitat was able to maintain itself in a good
condition for a broad range of wildlife with little or no human intervention. Wouldn’t
that be amazing?
Well, of course that is exactly what happened over much of the UK for thousands of
years before we engaged in farming on an industrial scale. The habitat was managed
by large herbivores such as wild cattle, deer and beavers, aided by wild boars. In turn,
their numbers and behaviour were influenced by predators such as wolf and lynx.
Ecological restoration, also known as rewilding, hinges on the idea that if you take a
big bit of ground and put back as many of these habitat-creating large animals as
possible, you restore natural processes and end up with a mosaic of dynamic
ecosystems that are home to a wide range of wildlife.
Small, intensively managed islands of wildlife surrounded by a sea of ecologically
damaging land-use, be it agriculture, tree farming or grouse farming, is not working for
our wildlife. Yes, we have had some single species successes, but the general trend
continues to be wildlife decline.
We need a bigger, better vision of what we want for UK wildlife and we will need to
push hard for it against other land-use interests. For inspiration, go online and look at
the work of Cairngorms Connect (a partnership of Wildland, RSPB, Forest and Land
Scotland and NatureScot) or the work of Trees for Life in Glen Affric. If you doubt
whether we have space in the Highlands for large scale ecological restoration, we have
huge areas of deer estate and grouse moor which are seriously damaged ecologically
and currently benefit just a few species and relatively few people. We can do so much
better for both wildlife and people. If you want to find out more, there are several
inspirational books available, such as “Rebirding” by Benedict Macdonald and
“Wilding” by Isabella Tree.
On a lighter note, it is not all doom and gloom, with some butterfly and moth species
faring well just now. See my note on 2020 Comma records on page 49 of this
newsletter.
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Our 2020 annual spring meeting and AGM had to be cancelled at short notice and you
will not be surprised to hear that there will be no face-to-face meeting in 2021 due to
ongoing Covid-19 restrictions. Although I am disappointed not to have the chance to
see folk face-to-face at our annual spring meeting, I am at the same time excited about
new opportunities that arise from hosting a “Virtual Spring Meeting” instead. See
details later in this newsletter. Highlands & Islands branch covers a huge geographical
area and a virtual meeting will allow members (and non-members) to attend from
Shetland, Orkney, Western Isles and elsewhere within the branch area. In other words,
folk who would not normally attend a face-to-face meeting in, say, Inverness. I would
like further-flung members to feel more engaged with the branch and virtual meetings
are an excellent tool for this.

Following this line of thought, we are currently putting together a new butterfly
distribution atlas for Highlands and Islands which will include the Northern Isles and
Western Isles - areas that were not included in the previous 2007 atlas. The new atlas
will be available in electronic form only but will be downloadable from the branch
website. Being in electronic form, it will be relatively easy to keep it updated.
One final word relating to computers. Can I urge those of you with e-mail addresses
who have not yet sent them to Audrey Turner, Membership Secretary, to do so please?
With the rapidly changing Covid-19 situation, this year more than ever we will be
reliant on e-mails to update members about field trips and other important matters.
Finally, I hope 2021 brings you some great butterfly and moth experiences, despite
Coronavirus difficulties and restrictions, which look set to continue into the coming
season. Garden moth-trappers are best placed to enjoy their hobby with the least
interruption! Whatever your Lepidopteran interest, enjoy as much as you can!

Garden moth trap by Audrey Turner
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Highlands & Islands Branch Virtual Spring Meeting
Saturday April 10th By Pete Moore
There will be no face-to-face AGM and programme of talks this year due to Covid-19
restrictions. Instead, we will be hosting a Virtual Spring Meeting via Zoom. This will
consist of a brief Chairman’s Welcome, followed by a programme of talks as outlined
below.
This year we are not going to have an AGM because it is not required under our
branch constitution. Branch financial accounts will be available for viewing on the
branch website and may also be sent out through a membership e-mailing. If anyone
has a query regarding branch accounts or indeed anything to do with Highlands &
Islands branch, please do not hesitate to contact myself or Audrey Turner – contact
details elsewhere in this newsletter.
Virtual Open Day Programme:
10.00 – 10.20 Chairman’s Welcome by Pete Moore
10.20 – 10.50 Talk: “Rare and Small – Actions for Priority Scottish Micro-moths
in the Highlands” by Tom Prescott, Senior Species Conservation Officer, Butterfly
Conservation Scotland.

10.50 – 11.10 Talk: “Cairngorms Connect and Why Moths are Better than
Capercaillie!” by Pip Gullett, Project Officer, Cairngorms Connect.
11.10 – 11.25 Break
11.25 – 11.45 Talk: “Species On The Edge” by David Hill, Project Officer,
Butterfly Conservation Scotland.
11.45 – 12.45 Talk: “How hot is that butterfly? Using individual temperature
responses to inform species conservation” by Dr Andrew Bladon, University of
Cambridge.
12.45 – 13.00 Summing-up by Pete Moore
To whet your appetite, Dr Andrew Bladon has provided a summary of his talk:
“Understanding how individual animals respond to changing temperatures is important
for conservation planning in response to climate change. Using temperature data from
nearly 4,000 individual butterflies, collected across reserves in Bedfordshire,
Wiltshire, Cumbria and Perthshire in 2009 and 2018, we investigated how a
community of 29 butterfly species responds to changes in air temperature, and whether
their ability to respond was related to their size, colour or taxonomic family. For a
subset of 16 species, mostly considered to be habitat generalists, we investigated the
importance of two methods available for altering body temperature, fine-scale habitat
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selection and behavioural thermoregulation. We tested whether species' responses to
changing temperatures, via these two methods, predicted their long-term population
trends in the UK. In this talk, I will discuss the results of this project, highlighting the
importance for conservation of understanding how different species respond to
temperature variation, and discuss how follow up work is progressing”.
Booking is essential, to register your interest in attending the Spring Meeting, please
fill in the form on the following link https://forms.gle/4HyTykdthYYLacb46 and a link
to join the virtual meeting will be sent out a few days before the event. The link will
also be sent out on email by the end of February to all branch members we have an
email address for, so if you haven’t received an email by then, but would prefer the
link on email, please let Audrey Turner know on unicorn64@btinternet.com
*********************************************************************

Butterfly and Moth Records

Just a reminder to everyone to please send in your butterfly and moth records!
It’s important to send in your butterfly and moth sightings so that Butterfly
Conservation can do some number-crunching and map trends in distribution of
different species. If the range of a species is contracting or expanding, it prompts
scientists to work out why and therefore contribute to our knowledge of climate
change, amongst other things.

For example, the monitoring of the northward movement of Comma into the
Highlands is why your sightings are important to us. We are only able to monitor that
northward movement through people sending in their records.
Each vice county has a butterfly and a moth recorder, sometimes they are the same
person, so wherever you are in the Highlands and Islands, you will have an expert at
hand to help if you are not sure what to do or if you need help with identification.
With all of us spending more time at home and in our gardens, it’s a perfect time to
note down your butterfly and moth sightings throughout the season.
What we need is:
•
•
•
•
•

Species name.
Number seen.
A grid reference if possible – failing that, the postcode and the place name.
Your name.
The date.

Butterfly recorders for each vice-county (VC) are listed on pages 54 to 57 of this
newsletter. If you are unsure which vice county you are in then if you have the grid
reference then you can look it up online at http://herbariaunited.org/gridrefVC/
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If you don’t have the grid reference, there is a link on that same page to a place name
to vice county converter.
Also for butterfly records only, you can send your records by e-mail to
sightings@highland-butterflies.org.uk or by good old-fashioned letter to:
“Butterfly Records”
19 Culloden Court
Inverness
IV2 7DX
Thank you in anticipation!
*********************************************************************

Monitoring rare moths in Highland by Patrick Cook
Within the BC Science team there is currently a big push to increase the monitoring
coverage for various rare species of moth. We have the ambitious target of monitoring
40 species by 2025!
The reason for this is that we know very little about how populations of rare moths are
faring and we would like to create a rare moth indicator, similar to the UK Butterfly
Monitoring Scheme. The results of this indicator would be used in publications such as
the State of Moths report and also allow us to engage folks with monitoring some of
the wonderful species we are lucky to have. Currently 19 species of moth contribute to
this indicator but only two, the New Forest Burnet and Slender Scotch Burnet are
found in Scotland. Lots of work to be done then! The aim over the next few years is to
develop methods for various species in Scotland, encourage folks to get involved in the
monitoring and have fun seeing some great species in the process. In early 2020 we

Figure 1 Kentish Glory Egg Batch
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made a plan of which species to
target (if you’d like a copy of the
plan let me know) and here are
some of the findings from the
three Highland species trialled
this year.
The first of these is Kentish
Glory, a species Tom Prescott has
done a lot of work on over the
years. The pheromone lures have
worked fantastically for surveys
but for monitoring we need a
repeatable method year to year to
calculate population trends, so we
Figure 2 Larval spinning of Choreutis diana
had to look for alternatives. The
logical idea was to count egg
batches, which also has the bonus of letting us know where the species is breeding. In
an ideal world I would have done this at the end of May, to count egg batches before
they hatched, but unfortunately I couldn’t get out until the end of June due to
lockdown. I gave the method a go counting the old egg batches, which are still visible
throughout the year. This seemed to work well on the trial carried out around Muir of
Dinnet, but we need to confirm this in 2021 on sites on Speyside and Culbin, along
with refining the method a bit further. If you would like to help with the trials this year
please do let me know.
The second species trialled was the Inverness Twitcher or Choreutis diana. Currently
only known from Glen Affric, we learnt a lot about this species from two workshops
Tom organised in 2019. Spending time in Glen Affric is always a pleasure and it felt
like a real adventure this year being it was the first time I had left Deeside since the
lockdown began. The idea with this species was to count the number of larval
spinnings over a set distance.
Again we were a few weeks too
late to count the caterpillars but
their spinnings were still
obvious. Tom and myself
focused on setting up three
transects, each taking less than
an hour to complete and all near
car parks and forestry tracks. The
aim this year, virus permitting,
will be to run a workshop on
how to monitor this species in
June where we hope folks will be
keen to get involved.
Figure 3 Spinning of Ancylis tineana. Note the silk,
spun leaves and brown discoloration of these leaves
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The third species was the Rannoch Roller or Ancylis tineana. This species has an odd
distribution, mainly in the Highlands but with one outlying site on the Welsh/English
border. The idea with this species was again to count the number of larval spinnings.
On a glorious sunny day in early August, I made the trip over to Speyside to meet Pete
Moore at RSPB Ballinlaggan, a small reserve which he manages. After the inevitable
blether we got to work and began walking transects up and down the suitable habitat.
The moth constructs a spinning to feed on birch and suitable habitat includes woodland
clearings, the edges of boggy areas and moorland. Stunted birch is preferred but it will
use trees up to a height of 1.2 metres, particularly on the moorland sites. The spinning is
quite spidery in appearance but can be told apart from spider spinnings by the silk being
less conspicuous and a duller colour. The acid test if there remains any doubt is to very
gently tease open one end of the spinning until you can see the larval tube this species
constructs. Numbers of spinnings were excellent and the counts were very rewarding.
We covered a number of sites and I then carried on to a few others the next day or so
across Speyside. We calculated the number of spinnings per hectare and here are the
results. As you can imagine Pete was delighted with Ballinlaggan coming out on top!
This year we aim to run a workshop training folks how to monitor this species.

Figure 4. Number of Ancylis tineana spinnings per hectare across the monitored sites.
All in all a great year of getting out trialling new methods and seeing what works, with
three fantastic species. Over the next few years we will be working on more species
with a trial of Netted Mountain Moth on the cards for this year. If you would like any
more information on the monitoring trials or would like to get involved please do get in
touch.
Patrick Cook, BC Ecologist/GIS Support Officer,
email: pcook@butterfly-conservation.org
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The Lockdown Diary of a Butterfly Girl
by Hilary Swift
Every cloud has a silver lining, so it is said, and thanks to our extraordinary year I
witnessed some lovely butterfly sightings which I probably wouldn’t have seen if it
hadn’t been for lockdown. At my regular butterfly transect at RSPB’s Ballinlaggan
reserve near Dulnain Bridge, I am known by the neighbouring residents as “the
butterfly girl”.
So, here is the lockdown diary of a butterfly girl . . .

APRIL
With the onset of glorious weather at the
beginning of April, the first of the Small
Tortoiseshells emerged from hibernation.
Having seen both Small Tortoiseshells and
Peacocks at their winter hibernation roosts,
it helped me to understand their life cycle.
It also made me realise how important it is
to have an early nectar source when I saw
a butterfly on a single dandelion (Figure
1), surrounded by dead vegetation.
Outside of our gardens, there is precious
little food for them at this time of year.

Figure 1
Note to self: don’t weed out the dandelions
and have plenty of early nectar plants in the
garden.
By the 3rd week in April, there was plenty of
good nectar in the garden and butterfly
numbers reflected this. The two favourites
were my Aubretia and some drumstick
primulas (Figure 2) that I got from Helen
Mainwood at our AGM plant stall.

Figure 2

On the 18th I spotted two tortoiseshells around
the Aubretia (Figure 3 next page) – they were
mid-way into courtship. Having sent the
photo to our webmaster and got it put on our
website, I heard from Roy Leverton who had
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seen and photographed the same
thing. He said that this is not often
observed and rarely photographed,
adding that the male closely
guards the female all day and taps
her wings with his antennae.
Apparently, she may try to lose
him, but if he's still there at
roosting time she decides he has
proved his worth and fitness!
A few days later, on a walk down
to the River Spey, I noticed a
Small Tortoiseshell fluttering over
the new growth of stinging nettles.
Figure 3
They were only about 2” high, but
that was good enough for her – she
was egg-laying (Figure 4). It had been ten days since my first sight of a tortoiseshell
out of hibernation.
During the final week of April, Pete and I ventured into Anagach Woods to see if we
could find Green Hairstreak. We weren’t sure if any would be on the wing yet. On
checking out a clearing where I had seen one last year, we were delighted to find no
less than six individuals, displaying territorial behaviour. They appear to do a sortie,
then come back to perch on a leaf in a favourite spot. In flight they are difficult to
follow as they are so small and fast. The fact that they come back to more or less the
same place makes it easier when observing this gorgeous green butterfly (Figure 5).
On our way back home via the River Spey, we glimpsed our first Orange-tip of the
year – a female nectaring on its foodplant, Cuckooflower.
Continued on page 16.

Figure 5

Figure 4
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Congratulations to Dr Mark Young! By Tom Prescott
We were all very thrilled that Mark was
recently and well deservedly awarded
RSPB Scotland’s Nature of Scotland
Lifetime Achievement Award for his
contribution to nature conservation.
As many of you will know Mark is a
stalwart
supporter
of
Butterfly
Conservation especially here in
Scotland. He was a former BC trustee,
he chaired our annual Scottish Members
Day and Scottish Recorders Gatherings
at Battleby, was our Expert Witness at
the Coul Links Public Inquiry, is Chair
of the Burnet Study Group and very
helpful in assisting and advising on
mothy matters, particularly micros in
Scotland.
To further make him blush here is
RSPB’s summary of his achievements.
“Mark Young is a skilled communicator
who has inspired and mentored
generations
of
lepidopterists,
Mark expertly and warmly chairing one of
entomologists and general naturalists.
our meetings at Battleby by Jim Asher
As a Lecturer at University of Aberdeen
from the 1970s until 2012, he taught
many people active today in conservation. Whilst his commitment to student learning
was unstinting, it is his study of moths and contributions to conservation, that really
set his efforts apart from others.
Although a skilled all-round naturalist, Mark is most widely known as one of the UK’s
foremost microlepidopterists. Mark served on the Council of Butterfly Conservation
(2006-2015) and frequently chairs their meetings of recorders. He heads up the
scheme’s Scottish Verification Panel and provides guidance for vice county records
across Scotland in verification of records.
Mark’s activities have had real conservation impact. He has played an active role on
the Scottish Government’s Advisory Committee on SSSI’s (1998-2008) and
Biodiversity Science Group (Chairman, Biodiversity Lists Sub-Committee 1996 –
2010). He sat on the North Board of SEPA (1996 – 2002) and was a Council Member
of Scottish Wildlife Trust 1978-1985; 1990-1997 (Chairman, Nature Reserves
Committee 1990 – 1997). Mark has also been instrumental in recognising the
imminent extinction threat of the UK’s sole remaining population of New Forest
Burnet moth, in Argyll.
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Mark is a prolific author and has been co-editor of the microlepidoptera review,
published annually, since at least the 1990s. This report collates new verified vice
county records of micro moths and is the main source used for distribution maps and
for a national review of the conservation statuses of micro moth species (carried out in
2012). Mark also wrote the highly acclaimed A Natural History of Moths (1997) which
expertly combined a scientific evidence base with highly accessible and entertaining
language. He was also joint editor of Field Guide to the Smaller Moths of Great
Britain and Ireland (Langmaid et al., 2018) and has had over 200 research papers
published.
Mark is an inspiration through the commitment that he shows to the study and
conservation of the natural world but even more than that, his collaboration and
people skills enable him to achieve so much more.”
Not being satisfied with just one award earlier in the year he was jointly awarded, with
the late David Barbour, the Royal Entomological Society award for his outstanding
contribution to insect conservation with the following declaration from RES.
“Dr Mark Young is seen, without doubt, as Scotland's foremost microlepidopterist and
one of the most eminent microlepidopterists in the UK. He has made significant
contributions to understanding the ecology, distributions and conservation of
microlepidoptera across the UK but particularly in Scotland (e.g. Young 1996:;
Langmaid et al. 2018). Mark has acted as moth recorder for Aberdeenshire and
Kincardineshire for more than forty years - contributing and verifying thousands of
records for the national recording scheme and North East Scotland Biological
Records Centre (NESBReC). As one of Scotland's leading insect conservationists,
Mark's knowledge and opinion is greatly valued. He is also passionate about passing
on his knowledge to younger generations of lepidopterists and entomologists by
leading field course and identification workshops and through initiatives such as the
Conservation Volunteers and Aberdeen Entomological Club.”
So congratulations again
to Mark and to RSPB
Scotland and RES for
recognising
and
awarding his exceptional
contribution.

Mark “laid-back” photographing Slender Scotch Burnet on
Mull by Tom Prescott
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The Lockdown Diary of a Butterfly Girl continued
MAY
The first week of May continued with the new
year’s whites. Green-veined Whites appeared,
plus numerous bright male Orange-tips. There
was a notable absence of Small Tortoiseshells by
now.
It wasn’t until the last week of the month when
the next batch of new season’s butterflies
emerged. One warm day, we saw our first Small
Copper and Speckled Wood, closely followed by
Small Heath.
All these were along the
fisherman’s path next to the River Spey in
Grantown, where a south-facing slope provides
good conditions for butterflies. Even though we
Figure 6
are this far into May, still only a few nectar plants
are in flower. There were three Small Coppers in this spot, alternating between
warming themselves on dead bracken (Figure 6) and feeding on daisies (Figure 7) and
dandelions.
Along this same stretch of the river, I checked out the Cuckooflower for Orange-tip
eggs. Sure enough I found four, a mixture of newly laid white eggs and slightly older
orange eggs (Figure 8).
On the very last day of May, Pete found a cluster of about 120 Small Tortoiseshell
caterpillars on nettles. That would explain the disappearance of adult butterflies – we
were between generations.

Figure 8

Figure 7
Continued on page 25.
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Species on the Edge an ambitious new project
David Hill

Species on the Edge is a bold and ambitious partnership of eight of Scotland’s nature
conservation organisations striving to conserve Scotland’s native wildlife.
Led by NatureScot with funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund, a
programme of work is being developed to improve and secure the survival chances of
over 40 nationally and internationally vulnerable species in seven landscape-scale
areas around Scotland’s coast and islands.
Species due to benefit from the project range from terns to lacewings to toads and
include Northern Brown Argus, Small Blue and Marsh Fritillary butterflies as well as
several of the rare Burnet moths.
In 2021 the partnership aims to identify suitable sites for the programme, where we
can work with local communities, projects, initiatives and landowners to benefit a
range of species. The project is in the early stages of development, but it is hoped that
it will lead to an exciting programme of work extending over four and a half years.

Northern Brown Argus by David Hill
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Butterfly Conservation Scotland hopes to conduct surveys and habitat monitoring with
volunteers at key sites for coastal butterflies and moths in the summer of 2021. Full
training and support will be available for volunteers. Within the Highland branch area,
it is anticipated that key areas will be:
•
•
•

Caithness coast (Small Blue)
Coastlines around the Moray Firth (Northern Brown Argus and Small Blue)
Coastline of Lochaber and Inner Hebridean islands (Marsh Fritillary and rare
burnet moths)

If you would be interested in volunteering with surveys and habitat monitoring in
any of these areas this summer, please contact David Hill at dhill@butterflyconservation.org or 01786 459813

Slender Scotch Burnet by Tom Prescott
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In search of Hibernating Butterflies by Hilary Swift
(First written for The Highland Naturalist, May 2020)
For us, it all started with an innocent
email from our secretary at Butterfly
Conservation Highland Branch, but let
me back track to the beginning of
events . . .
In February 2019, a member of the
public visited Ardclach Bell Tower,
near Nairn, and noticed a large number
of hibernating butterflies inside the
building. Fast forward to the start of
2020, and after seeing a piece on
hibernating
butterflies
on
"Winterwatch", the said member of the
public remembered the Bell Tower and
Figure 1
decided to inform BC Highland
Branch. As Butterfly Recorder for VC96, that e-mail got forwarded to me and here's
where the story resumes.
My memory being what it is, I had nearly forgotten about Ardclach, but in planning a
trip to Culbin with my husband Pete Moore, who had a sea duck survey to carry out, I
was reminded about it. We decided to stop at the Bell Tower (Figure 1) on the way
home after the survey, to check it out. After a very breezy and choppy Moray Firth,
with ducks difficult to count and the scope being battered by the wind, it proved to be
the most rewarding part of the day.
We entered the building armed with
torches and went into the downstairs
room, which is thought to have been a
prison cell. With no windows and it
being dark and dank, it could well
have been. We shuddered to think.
Either that, or a larder/wine cellar.
Straight away, we could see a
butterfly on the stone ceiling.
Looking around, we saw more, and in
a corner we found many more. It was
rather sobering when we realised how
unfamiliar we were with the
undersides of Vanessids.
But in
shining the torch and getting the light
Figure 2
behind them, we could see the eye of a
Peacock (Figure 2). That was the larger of two species here, so we surmised the
smaller species was Small Tortoiseshell. In finding a pair of Small Tortoiseshell wings
on the ground, our assumption was confirmed – we had evidence for comparison.

19

Figure 3a

Figure 3b

Upstairs in the Bell Tower, the one room had light. Not a lot of light, but enough for
there to be only one butterfly up in the eaves – they obviously like it to be dark, or
perhaps that room wasn't sheltered enough as it had several small windows open to the
elements. However, Pete being Pete, immediately went over to the large open
fireplace and got up inside it (Figures 3a & 3b). Boys will be boys! He reported back
to me, from within, that he could see a Jackdaw's nest up above and that there were
butterflies on the twigs of the nest. The total number of hibernating butterflies for this
building was 29 Peacocks and 7 Small Tortoiseshells. We also found one Twentyplumed Moth down in the "dungeon".
We came out of the Bell Tower with our minds a bit blown away by what we had seen.
We first learnt about hibernating Herald moths a couple of years ago, but why hadn't
we heard anything about people looking for hibernating butterflies? We started asking
ourselves all sorts of questions, least of all, how do they find their way in there? We
tried to think of other old buildings we could check . . .
Our appetites had been whetted. So when Pete went off on his own for a day walk on
Dava Moor, I had a feeling he was going to check out the derelict cottages up there. I
was a little envious when he got home and told me what he'd seen.
The first place he visited was Wester Limekilns (Figure 4 - next page). An outbuilding
seemed not to have any hibernating butterflies, but when he saw what looked like an
old dog kennel stuffed with empty feed bags (Figure 5 next page), he wondered if there
was anything inside. He just managed to put his head inside the opening and, sure
enough, there were 7 Small Tortoiseshells. On to the main house and he looked under
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the
staircase:
52
Small
Tortoiseshells, 1 Peacock and a
Herald moth (Figure 6).
A
further 8 Torts downstairs in the
hallway and 5 upstairs, plus a
close encounter with a Barn Owl.
Pete went on to check the other
derelict buildings of Easter
Limekilns, Easter Crannich,
Rychorrach and Lochnellan
nearby,
including
up
the
chimneys.
Jackdaw nests up
chimneys are a common thing
Figure 4
and, so too, are hibernating
butterflies on Jackdaw nests inside chimneys. So we've discovered. The grand total of
hibernating butterflies in five of the Dava Moor buildings was 118 Small
Tortoiseshells and 6 Peacocks, with 2 Herald moths as runners up.
Again, we found ourselves asking questions. Dava Moor is a pretty bleak place and to
imagine all those butterflies flying over the moor in the first place . . . why?
Admittedly, these old shielings often have nettle patches outside them, so maybe they
are actually good places for adult Vanessids to lay their eggs. Maybe these hibernating
adults had "returned home" for the winter, having hatched from these nettles patches
earlier? Pure speculation, of course!

And so to our last derelict cottage inspection. One of our regular walks from where we
live in Grantown takes us on a circular route around Glenbeg. Unfortunately, there's
only one old building here – I say unfortunately, as this new obsession has taken hold
of us. I imagine it's like train spotting. After a find of only one butterfly in the
building, once again Pete stuck his head up the chimney and found a hibernating Small
Tortoiseshell, but this time, not on a Jackdaw's nest. The tally of two was a little
disappointing, after the exciting numbers previously!
Post script
It is now the winter of 2020-21 and we fancy returning to each of the hibernation spots
we visited last winter to do a comparison count. Unfortunately, Ardclach Bell Tower
is closed to the public at present, but the other buildings should be accessible and we
hope to find new sites to explore!

Figure 6

Figure 5
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Moths and Wasps
by Fred Tilston, the Naïve
Naturalist
I am new to the world of moths and other
insects. 2020 with all its deficiencies and
restrictions has afforded me with space to
watch and observe as never before.
During early April and the first lockdown I
finally got around to ordering a Bird
Cherry sapling. A tree only discovered
when my neighbour recommended it as a
native of the area and therefore good for
the garden. Now being responsible for this
small and vulnerable plant I started
looking out for the adults - disconcertingly
tall. I could not take it up with my
neighbour, however, who had wisely
decamped to Australia.
Halfway through lockdown the RSPB
Bird Cherry sapling
team at lnsh Marshes needed volunteers to
join a rota of pony checking - a daily visit
to the beautiful Konik Ponies that crop the reeds and poach the earth creating good
breeding areas for ground nesting birds and enabling rare vascular assemblages such as
string sedge to grow. The least water lily may not fare so well, a tasty morsel for a
hungry horse.
I jumped at the chance and with great pride waved the letter giving me permission to
travel for an essential activity. On warm spring days I would prolong the activity by
walking out along the river wall to the calls of Curlew and Lapwing and noticing the
insect world at my feet. Often after checking all was well, I would sit on the river
wall, looking back over the marshes towards the mountains grateful that this was
where I was spending lockdown. I would sit in the shade of a large Bird Cherry, loud
with the noise of busy bees in the blossom. The days passed, lockdown eased, but I
remained on the rota really learning to appreciate the slow passing of the insect
seasons. The joy of seeing the first Chimney Sweeper moths succeeded by Ringlets
and Green-veined Whites and all the time the buzzing of solitary bees and honeybees a true pastoral idyll.
One day in June I became very aware that my favourite Bird Cherry was festooned in
webs - the angel hair of Christmas arriving early? (not such a foolish notion - there is
a tree in the woods above Helensburgh covered in Christmas baubles all year, but that
belongs to another story.) Being inquisitive I broke off a twig with a web that had
spun several leaves together. I peeled them open and looked inside. A number of
small black caterpillars started wriggling away, clearly annoyed at the disturbance. A
quick text to that fount of all knowledge Pete Moore and I discovered they were the
larvae of the Bird-cherry Ermine moth (Yponomeuta evonymelia if you like their Latin
names - this one was apparently a typographical error that stuck...)
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Bird-cherry Ermine moth
I took my twig home hoping to watch the caterpillars progress but there were not
enough leaves on the twig. Optimistically I transferred them to my young Bird Cherry,
but they did not take - or more likely they were taken by some hungry (angry) bird
before they had a chance to spin their web.
Having seen an ermine moth in the moth trap back in late June I had some idea of what
to look for. Over the next few weeks, I monitored the webs, noticing a marked
increase in caterpillar droppings - the smell and mess clearly did not bother the
caterpillars - then black bullet shaped pupae began to appear. One hot, sunny day in
July down at Tromie Meadow whilst examining the webs I tapped one out of interest.
What seemed like dozens of petals fell to the ground - like delicate cherry blossom.
(Maybe what you would expect from a Bird Cherry?) On closer inspection it was the
moths, small, delicate and beautiful. It made the ermine moth I found in my garden
seem like some great bruiser.
I watched these delicate creatures with delight as they crawled over grass blades
looking slightly bemused. Now hooked I checked webs at every opportunity. A
couple of days later was examining the trees at Tromie Bridge. Not a moth to be
shaken and on the first tree the webs were showing signs of decay. Those on the
second tree looked more pristine so I wandered over. Again, no moths, but some
pupae (and a lot of droppings) were visible through the threads.
As I watched a vicious looking insect landed and started wandering over the web. It
was black with red upper limbs and a vicious looking tail. As I watched it quartered
the area in search of something, then suddenly it lifted its tail - soon to be identified as
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an ovipositor - bent double and
inserted ovipositor and abdomen
deep into the web laying
(presumably) an egg into a solitary
pupa. It was quite fascinating and
horrifying to watch. My insect
app identified it as a species of
pimpla
wasp,
subsequently
confirmed by Mark Shaw formerly
from the National Museum in
Edinburgh as the parasitic Pimpla
turionellae, identifiable by the
white patches on its knees... “a
common and quite polyphagous
(i.e. not very choosy about its
species of host) ichneumonid
species around trees and bushes,
and a fairly regular parasitoid of
Yponomeuta.” It oviposits into the
host pupa (and eventually emerges
as an adult from same).
These wasps have several ways of
detecting their poor, unsuspecting,
transmogrifying prey. From the
papers I have read their methods
are multi factorial. (Before I go
Pimpla turionellae
further a plea to all ecologists who
write papers - please make them easier to read! I speak as part of a medical profession
notorious for writing scientific papers impossible to comprehend but next to the papers
on parasitic wasps they are clear as daylight.) Even so I have ploughed through the
articles and it seems detection could be a combination of vibration - they can detect
changes in vibration frequency where their victim is located, smell - I found mention
somewhere that they can smell through their feet (as older brother observed let’s hope
they change their socks regularly) - possibly taste and possibly sight. Watching this
wasp quartering the web I can definitely buy into the vibration theory. This pimpla
seemed at times to be almost plucking the web. If smell is used perhaps that is why
the caterpillars leave their droppings around - most people I know are reluctant to
explore toilets, maybe insects are the same (convergent evolution...)
I found another interesting study which once translated (google translate was useless I
had to resort to an old-fashioned dictionary) had shown that if Bird-cherry Ermine
moths move to a new host plant this did not protect them from parasitism. Perhaps this
is a good thing. In successful years the caterpillars can drape whole trees in webs and
cause major damage in their rapacious desire for food. The wasps at least contain their
numbers. Perhaps we humans can learn from this. For me what this observation
exemplified was the sheer wonder of the interconnectedness of life and the complex
webs essential for all existence.
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The Lockdown Diary of a Butterfly Girl continued
JUNE

Figure 9

On the 8th June I made an exciting discovery. I was
looking at the flower border I created in the public
car park outside our house – a long story, but I
persuaded the council not to spray with weedkiller
– when a white butterfly flew past me. It was a
female Orange-tip and it briefly landed on a
Dame’s Violet plant . . . she was egg-laying!
Previously, I have only ever checked Cuckooflower
for eggs because our Highland and Moray Butterfly
Atlas only mentions that as the foodplant. I knew
that both Dame’s Violet and Garlic Mustard are
foodplants, but I didn’t think that applied here.

I rushed inside for my camera and on coming back out to
look for the egg (Figure 9), what did I see? On the adjacent
Garlic Mustard plant (Figure 10) there was a caterpillar
(Figure 11)! It was an Orange-tip caterpillar, about an inch
long. I also found more eggs which were orange, so either
this female had already been here, or another female had
got here first. I was delighted to know that my gardening
efforts were bringing rewards. I had created suitable habitat
for butterflies!
On the 13th of the month, a hot sunny day, Pete and myself
went along to Tomdhu, Boat of Garten to check out the well
-known Small Blue colony. This place really is a
Lepidopterist’s paradise. It’s excellent botanically, as well.
The Small Blues were on the wing, as was nearly
everything else you might expect, plus more. Where shall I
start?
Figure 10

Let me start with Small Blue – I was delighted to
see that there were several individuals away from
the main colony, in the area next to where we
normally park the car. In other words, a satellite
colony. Not only that, but there was a female egg
-laying here (Figure 12 - next page). I could have
sat here all day as there was so much activity.
We counted five Narrow-bordered Bee
Hawkmoths in this small area, taking advantage
of the rich nectar from Bird’s-foot Trefoil. I’ve
Figure 11
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never seen five NBBH’s in one place
before! Let alone two in cop (Figure 13).
Staying with the blue family, we had our
first Common Blue of the year plus our
first Northern Brown Argus (Figure 14).
My goodness me, the list went on. While
Pete was wandering over the other side of
the quarry, he saw a Dingy Skipper, but I
spotted my first Hummingbird Hawkmoth
of the year. We completed the species list
with Orange-tip, Small Heath, Small
Copper, Small White and Small Pearlbordered Fritillary. Wow, what a place.
The scary thing is that Tomdhu is not
protected. It belongs to a farmer who
could bulldoze the whole thing.

Figure 12

Figure 14

Figure 13

The next day, as if we hadn’t had our fill of butterflies and all things lepidopteran, we
went for a walk at the Braes of Grantown. This was unknown territory for butterflies.
However, we ended up seeing no less than fourteen Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries
(Figure 15 - next page) along a wooded gorge. Was this a good year for these
fritillaries or was it that we were seeing more because we weren’t off gallivanting
abroad? I don’t know, but this was a good place for them.
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The 3rd week of June, I was close to
home. There are some Philadelphus
bushes at the back of the public car
park next to our house. I love the
scent, and so when they are flowering,
I like to get up close. On doing so, I
found I wasn’t the only thing enjoying
them. There were three Red Admirals
nectaring on the Philadelphus flowers
(Figure 16).
Note to self: get Philadelphus bushes
for garden.
Figure 15
Not long after seeing these Red Admirals, I had a female egg-laying on nettles - a tiny
green gourd-type egg with ridges down the outsides (Figure 17).
On the 20th June we took a walk along the old railway line in Grantown. I hadn’t
walked the whole way before but thanks to travel restrictions, I was exploring parts of
it for the first time. Like our walk in the Braes, we encountered plenty of Small Pearlbordered Fritillaries. We continued our walk up to Dreggie, which is usually a winter
walk, to make more of the day and the weather. To our delight we came across an
extensive area of Common Rockrose and immediately saw Northern Brown Argus,
plus numerous Common Blue, Small Heath and more Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary.
The day didn’t stop there. When we got home it was still very warm, so we sat in the
garden with a cuppa. Talk about leaving the best until last – a Hummingbird Hawkmoth appeared over the fence to nectar on our honeysuckle. The second sighting of
the year.

Figure 16

Figure 17
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Four days later, the Hummingbird Hawkmoth was back nectaring on my Bird’s-foot
Trefoil. My third sighting of the year.
Since discovering the Orange-tip eggs in the car park early this month, I’d been
keeping close watch on their development. I kept finding more caterpillars on both the
Dame’s Violet and Garlic Mustard – perhaps eight in total. The mature ones started to
disappear, and I guessed they had gone somewhere to pupate. However, on the 26 th I
found two caterpillars in “pre-pupation pose” on a fence (Figure 18). By the 28 th they
were pupae (Figure 19). From egg to pupa all within the month, and now pupa until
next spring.
Continued on page 31.

Figure 18

Figure 19
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Zooming Moths by Tom Prescott
It soon became evident that Covid-19 would
scupper plans to hold the usual array of training
field trips and workshops on priority species over
the 2020 field season. However, during lockdown
the use of video conferencing became the new
norm to keep in contact with friends and family,
but could we use it for leps – well yes! Two of my
colleagues, our very own Anthony McCluskey,
and Phil Sterling were already doing this.
Anthony was very successfully delivering his
introduction to recording butterfly workshops
online via Zoom and Phil had started up a weekly
Friday morning “Moths from around the UK –
Live and Interactive!”, otherwise known as Moth
School, also using Zoom.
So I bit the bullet and was dragged kicking and
screaming into the modern world of cloud-based
video conferencing using Zoom and undertook
sessions on four species with plans for a further
three in February and March.
Male Kentish Glory
Each event ran on a Thursday morning and was
by Tom Prescott
repeated the following Saturday morning and
provided a brief history of the species, its
identification and ecology with the aim of raising the profile of some of the UK’s
rarest and threatened species in the hope that attendees would be sufficiently enthused
to look for some of the UK’s rarest species and hopefully discover new colonies.
They soon proved very popular with just over one
hundred people signing up to at least one session
with several attending more than one, if not all
four.
It is not the same experience as meeting face-toface in the field with the anticipation of seeing
the target butterfly/moth in its habitat alongside a
host of other species, in a friendly atmosphere
together with other like-minded people.
However, it has many advantages. It is not
weather dependent, it is easier to get across the
finer details of the focus species, far higher
number of attendees and from across the country,
and is of course very much greener, saving time
and money in travel.
Mountain Burnet by Patrick Cook
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Choreutis diana (above) by Alan Watson
Featherstone and Eana argentana (right) by Tom
Prescott

Due to the popularity of these online sessions the following three additional virtual
workshops are being planned for February and March focussing on:
•

Welsh Clearwing

•

Coleophora arctostaphyli and other Bearberry dependent species e.g. Small
Dark Yellow Underwing and Netted Mountain Moth

•

Barred Tooth-striped

If you are interested in finding out more about the virtual workshops, then please
contact me at:
email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
07979 785665

Direct line: 01540 661469 Mobile:

So I think that online presentations are part of our future, an easy and popular way to
invite volunteers, landowners and managers from all over Scotland into one virtual
space to learn about some of our most threatened species and encourage surveying.
Post Covid when we are allowed to go back out and play and search, record and
monitor these species together
for real an online workshop
would still be a great way to
provide a virtual introduction to
a species prior to leading a field
trip.
I would like to thank NatureScot
for
part
funding
these
workshops.

30

The Lockdown Diary of a Butterfly Girl continued
JULY
At the start of the month, a trip to the Spey
Fisheries office at Knockando, to pick up
some mink raft clay, gave us an opportunity
to explore a new area. The weather was
generally cool but with a few bright spells.
Not great butterfly weather, so whenever we
saw patches of Garlic Mustard growing in
front of a hedgerow, we pounced on them to
look for Orange-tip caterpillars – our
newfound pastime.
We came across
several, which was very pleasing. Little
things please little minds, you might say.

Figure 20

Other than these larvae, butterflies were thin
on the ground, but we saw our first Ringlets of
the year. Hmm, you know the season is
getting on when the browns start to appear.
Entering a long grassy area, the sun nearly
came out, and it was just warm enough to stir
a cloud of Ringlets before they all settled back
down in the dewy vegetation (Figure 20).
After a notable long absence of Small
Tortoiseshells, they suddenly appeared en
masse one sunny day on the 9th on a walk at
Forres. We counted 25 in one small area of
‘set aside’, nectaring on thistles and ragwort
(Figure 21), all very fresh and brightly
coloured.

Figure 22

Figure 21

Figure 23
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Meadow Brown appeared for us in the second
week of the month. Whenever I do my
butterfly transect, I am reminded how obliging
the browns are. Ringlet is the first to emerge,
and they give you enough time to get your eye
in before Meadow Brown emerges. How
useful. By the time Scotch Argus appears, the
two former species are pale and worn in
comparison to the very dark “Scotchies”.
The month produced typical July weather, so
there weren’t many good butterfly days, but
we did get out to look for Large Heath on two
occasions, the first on 18th. This is a butterfly
that we haven’t targeted before, for some
Figure 24
reason, but this year’s restrictions have given
us the time to do so. First on the list was an area of bog pine at Dulnain Bridge (Figure
22). Again, the weather was marginal, and we wondered what we were doing.
However, a brief glimmer of sun brought us a result. We saw three Large Heath
(Figure 23) butterflies before it turned much cooler. It would appear that there are no
previous records from this site, so it was well worth the effort.
However, back home outside our back door, the cool weather didn’t stop a
Hummingbird Hawkmoth from nectaring on my Bowles Mauve perennial wallflower
(Figure 24). Fourth sighting of the year.
The next weekend, the 25th, we did another traipse across moorland at nearby
Achnahannet (Figure 25). The habitat was different to the bog pine of the previous

Figure 25
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week, but we totalled 12 Large Heath, albeit a cool cloudy day and looking for a
greyish butterfly in greyish vegetation (Figure 26).
On the very last day of the month the weather was good enough for my regular
butterfly transect. It was proving to be a good season for Small Copper, but will they
stay still for a photo? Not as obliging as the two Green-veined White in cop (Figure
27).

Figure 26

Figure 27

Continued on page 43.
*********************************************************************

Photo Competition
We are again inviting Branch members to submit photos to be judged at our committee
meeting in October. The winning photo will appear on the cover of the 2022 issue of
our newsletter Chequered Skipper.
The rules are as follows:
Photo(s) must have been taken in 2021,
No more than 3 photos per person,
Photo(s) must be in landscape format
Photo(s) must have been taken in the Highland Branch area.
Please email your entries to Audrey Turner at: unicorn64@btinternet.com
Closing date Friday 12th of September 2021. Good luck.
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Some notable butterfly and moth records in 2020
by Pete Moore
Many thanks to the VC Butterfly and Moth Recorders who passed their notable
records on to me for this article. Please note that although most 2020 records have
now been received by the relevant VC Recorders, there will be some records yet to
come in. The following list should therefore not be taken as exhaustive.
Butterflies:
VC95, Moray. There were a record
15 sightings of Comma during the
season, pipped only by VC96.
Audrey Turner, VC Recorder,
remarked that this year she had twice
as many Comma records as Painted
Lady. Okay, it wasn’t a “Painted
Lady Year”, but it illustrates the
northward movement of Comma.
VC96, East Inverness-shire. With
16 sightings of Comma, this area,
along with Moray, was the hotspot
for this colonising species.
Caithness Ringlet by Jane Erridge
VC108, West Sutherland.
Ringlet was a new species for this VC, with several records in Borgie Forest from midJuly onwards. This species has been well established for several years in some parts of
the branch area but is still finding its way into more northerly and westerly parts.
VC109, Caithness. Ringlet was a new species for this VC too, with one seen at
Achlachan on the last day of June, followed by four more VC sightings. However, this
VC first was perhaps overshadowed by another VC first - the sighting of a Comma in a
polytunnel near Dunnet on March 13th (see photo on page 49). How often can a VC
claim two butterfly “firsts” in the same year?

Cochylis dubitana by Barbara Brodie

Heliozela sericiella mines on Oak
by Mike Taylor
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Moths:
VC95, Moray. There were four new macromoth species and three new micro-moth species,
quite an achievement in an already well-recorded
VC. The macros were, interestingly, September
Thorn (Audrey & Bob Turner), Muslin Footman
(Steve Broyd), Buff Footman and Dingy
Footman (both Pete Gordon). Amazingly, the
three “Footmen” were recorded by two regular
moth-trappers who live close to each other in
Nethy Bridge! It was definitely the Year of The
Footman.
The new moth atlas (Atlas of Britain and
Ireland’s Larger Moths, 2019) shows all three of
these Footman species to be previously absent
from northern Scotland, so these are excellent
records, although these species are known to be
expanding their ranges. Their larvae feed on
lichens and it is thought that their range
expansion may be linked to climate change and
cleaner air.

Tachystola acroxantha
by Mike Taylor

The new micros were Heliozela sericiella, Tachystola acroxantha (both Mike Taylor)
and Pammene gallicana (Audrey & Bob Turner).
VC96, East Inverness-shire. There were no
new macros but three new micros: Mompha
subbistrigella (Jane Shadforth), Cochylis
dubitana (Barbara Brodie) and Lesser Wax
Moth Achroia grisella (Tom Prescott). All were
excellent records for Highland and the Lesser
Wax moth looks like it may be a first for the
Highlands & Islands area.
Apart from those, Mike Taylor (VC Recorder)
reports that finding a Choreutis pariana within a
few meters of a Choreutis diana in Glen Affric
was the most surprising find.

Choreutis pariana by Mike Taylor

VC105, West Ross.
One new micro –
Evergestis pallidata (Sue Pomeroy). Also, Barry
Blake, VC Recorder, mentioned “a very strange
looking geometrid moth was caught at
Durnamuck and identified by Roy Leverton as a
probable highly aberrant Purple Bar.
Roy
suggested sending an image to the Natural
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History Museum in London. Geoff Martin at the museum agreed, saying that they
have nothing even remotely like this form in their collections.”
VC106, East Ross. Three new macros – Swallow-tailed moth, Dingy Shell (both
Rosemary Aitken) and Lunar Hornet moth (Nigel Richards). Nigel found 23 larval
borings in five willows in March and then later, in July, four adults came to a
pheromone lure. This is an excellent record and appears to be the most northerly UK
record. I suspect more records will come in the future as the pheromone lures become
more widely available and used. There was also the second VC record of Death’sHead Hawkmoth, included here because (a) it’s a spectacular and evocative moth and
(b) it is considered to be the first live specimen for the VC. It apparently squeaked
when touched!
There were an impressive nine new micros, all from the very productive Nigel
Richards, as follows:
Phyllonorycter salicicolella, Cnephasia incertana, Cydia fagiglandana, Adela
croesella (and subsequent records from two other observers), Agnoea josephinae,
Ocnerostoma piniariella, Pammene gallicana, Pammene fasciana and Ectoedemia
subbimaculella. Well done Nigel!
VC108, West Sutherland. Two new macros – Dun-bar and Vestal (both Graham
Crittenden, the VC Recorder). Both of these species appear to be increasing in
numbers in the UK.

VC111, Orkney. Three new macro moths - Red-necked Footman (Trish Avis), Satin
Beauty (Graeme Walker) and Blair’s Mocha (Alastair Forsyth). According to the new
moth Atlas, there are no records for Red-necked Footman in northern Scotland and
Blair’s Mocha would appear to be the first record for Scotland.
Three new micro-moths - Cochylis atricapitana (Barrie Hamill), Apotomis
semifasciana (Sami Sankey) and Evergestis forficalis (Bob Simpson).
Fair Isle. No “firsts” to report but two micros are awaiting verification.

Vestal by Graham Crittenden

Blair’s Mocha by Alistair Forsyth
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Habitat Loss - 2 Examples by Hilary Swift
We so often hear of habitat loss
when talking about the downward
trend of wildlife. I would like to
bring to your attention two
examples of habitat loss that I have
seen locally this last year.
The first example is on a small
scale, but it still amounts to loss as
a result of change, and therefore
adds to the gradual erosion of
habitat and species. I refer to the
development of an old estate
cottage on the edge of Grantown.
Figure 1
The cottage has been uninhabited
and run down for years but has been bought by a builder and is being renovated. No
doubt it will a beautiful place to live for somebody one day – there’s no disputing that.
Although, chances are it will become a holiday home as the property is exceedingly
small and not the sort of property that most people would want to live in these days, as
it lacks space for our ever-increasing appetite for technology.
The land in front of the cottage had been left uncultivated – there was no formal
garden - and the remains of glacial deposits forming small uneven mounds were
covered in Common Rockrose. This was a place to find Northern Brown Argus. That
was, until early this year when the glacial mounds were bulldozed by the developer
(Figure 1), presumably to make the garden more appealing to potential buyers who can
then lay it to lawn. Never mind the butterflies. However, I am assuming. Maybe the
next owners will create a butterfly-friendly garden and want to plant Common
Rockrose?
In bulldozing the glacial mounds and
removing all traces of rockrose, the
digger driver then dumped the spoil
in a nearby quarry (Figure 2) owned
by the Anagach Woods Trust,
without permission. I have spent a
fair amount of time in this tiny
quarry in recent years because it was
good for butterflies. It had some
interesting plants in there too, as
quarries so often do. My butterfly
list included Northern Brown Argus,
Common Blue, Small Heath, Small
Copper, Ringlet and Scotch Argus.
To the digger driver, it just seemed
like a good place to dump stuff.
Little did he know.

Figure 2

37

Figure 3
This may be a drop in the ocean, but the Northern Brown Argus butterfly will now
really struggle in this small spot because of development and loss of habitat. Although
there is a small amount of rockrose above the quarry, who knows if this is enough to
sustain the population here? It could be that the butterfly disappears from this site all
for the sake of one holiday home. When you multiply this by the number of new
developments or renovations, then the habitat loss also multiplies.
The second example is on a larger scale.
For those of you familiar with the Moray
coast, you will no doubt be aware of the
extent of the Invasive Non-Native (INNS)
plants that blanket some areas.
Last summer, on a walk along the western
side of the River Findhorn at Forres, I
encountered forests of Japanese Knotweed
mixed with Giant Hogweed. (Figure 3)
For me, living in Strathspey, I was shocked
and saddened to see this.
Shocked,
because of seeing the extent of the INNS
and saddened, because we’ve known about
this problem for years, and are obviously
not much further on with success in
tackling it.
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Figure 4

In this photo, with me at a mere 5’ 2” for scale (Figure 4, previous page), you can get
an idea of the height and size of these non-native plants. They grow in a tight thicket
and do not let in light, so nothing can grow underneath. These massive hedgebanks
dominated by Japanese Knotweed and Giant Hogweed were devoid of butterflies. The
only positive is the nectar source provided by the hogweed flowers.
In total contrast, and with a break in the habitat, a small pocket of previously cultivated
ground that had become overgrown with ‘weedy’ plants (Figure 5) proved to be an
oasis for butterflies, with both caterpillar foodplants and an adult butterfly nectar-rich
source.
The difference between the two habitats is a stark reminder of how an imported
ornamental plant for our gardens can do so much damage, if it escapes over the garden
wall, and destroys our own productive natural habitats, for the sake of gardening
fashion. If only we would learn by our mistakes and act upon them quickly to
minimise negative impact. Unfortunately, there are too many people who either don’t
know or don’t care about such issues.
Now there’s a negative statement to end on!

Figure 5
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The joy of garden moths & butterflies during
lockdown by Mary Eagleson
On the 17th of March last year, a week before the First Minister announced lockdown
for Scotland, we drove to Aberdeen and collected my parents-in-law and brought them
to stay with us near Dingwall. Catherine (92) had little inkling that this would be
anything other than a short visit! Soon however the gloomy television news brought
home how lucky they were to be with us and they settled in to enjoy a protracted stay.
This wasn’t however Catherine’s first evacuation - she had gone from Glasgow as a
girl to spend the war years with relatives on Skye and had idyllic memories of the
beautiful countryside and wildlife there, as well as happy times at school in Portree. I
asked her for her favourite wildlife memory and her reply was “lying in the grass at the
foot of Jessie’s croft listening to the curlews”.
When they arrived, it was still wintry with sleet showers but soon Catherine was
spotting signs of spring from her chair in the conservatory. On the 28 th of March, it
was chilly but she was thrilled to spot a butterfly, the first of many throughout her stay.
Day by day she tracked the greening of the trees and bushes although I had to tell her
several times not to worry about the aspens which she feared were dead like the two
elms. Long after the other trees, the aspens finally got their leaves but I was never
quite sure if she was able to hear them quivering and rustling in the breeze.
I put my moth trap out regularly and
numbers began to increase. I found
myself
considering
which
individuals were the stars on each
occasion. For example, on the
morning of the 9th of April, the
chosen three were Pine Beauty,
Satellite and Hebrew Character – this
last one simply because there were
54 of them in the trap! A few Leadcoloured Drabs may have been
interesting to me but they’re hardly
going to kindle enthusiasm in a
newcomer! I would take the moths in
their pots through to Catherine along
with a magnifying glass and she
would enjoy their beauty and ask
questions about their names, habits
and life cycles.
She readily
admitted, that although she knew
Pine Beauty
moths existed, she had never before
looked at one closely. She was
astounded by their beauty and felt it was such a shame that most folks never engage
with these amazing creatures that fly by night in our gardens.

40

Ten days later in front of the
conservatory windows there was a
dense mass of blue grape hyacinth
flowers and Catherine spotted little
brown insects darting around enjoying
the nectar. The furry Bee-flies had
arrived and were just great fun to watch!
I don’t think I mentioned to her that
their larvae are parasitic and eat the
larvae of bees and wasps in their nests.
May brought warmer weather, the first
Orange-tips and Speckled Woods in the
garden and Catherine and Eric were able
to sit outside on the bench. For exercise
they walked around the house in
opposite directions so they could go at
their own pace and chat each time they
Bee-fly - Bombylius major
passed. To their amusement I decided I
needed a change of scene and they watched as I put up a small tent. A night camping
in the garden felt like a wee holiday although the birds ensured I woke exceedingly
early!
It was easy to choose the moths in May; a beautiful Herald, the first Elephant Hawkmoth and then the Poplar Hawk-moths along with the Brimstones and White Ermines.
Two female Fox Moths were new records for the garden. The Hawk-moths naturally
stole the show and even Eric was impressed! Seeing these creatures for the first time
and allowing the Poplar Hawk-moth to settle on her finger was an amazing experience
for Catherine and brought her much pleasure.
Favourite moths from June were
the gorgeous Large Emeralds,
the
fun
Spectacle
when
examined close up, Buff-tip with
its amazing broken twig
camouflage as well as the flashy
Burnished
Brass
moths.
Retiring early to bed meant that
Catherine was unable to share in
watching male Gold Swifts
lekking and mating in the rough
grass and I was never able to
show her the bats although we
looked at evidence of their
feasting in the form of discarded
wings. However, there were
more butterflies during the day to
enjoy.

Elephant Hawk-moth
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In addition to all this insect observation, Catherine was inseparable from her iPad and
the ongoing daily drama at the Loch Arkaig osprey nest. A round of applause to the
Woodland Trust for livestreaming the footage from their webcam and bringing joy to
her and many other elderly and isolated folk during this time.
By early July restrictions were easing; Catherine and Eric began to feel restless and
that they should be returning home. I was longing to show Catherine a Garden Tiger
but on the 6th of July they returned back to their “assisted living” flat in Aberdeen. As
it turned out I didn’t see a Garden Tiger in the garden all summer so a disappointing
year for that special moth. We had planted a succession of Nicotiana (tobacco plant)
seeds in the spring and Catherine took a couple of pots back with her to put on her
balcony. My plants flowered continually, both in pots and in a border, until hard frosts
in December finished them off but no Convolvulus Hawk-moths were spotted!
Now it’s January and we’re locked down again. Catherine and Eric are coping fine but
let’s hope that once they have been vaccinated, they can return for a holiday to enjoy
more wildlife.

Nicotiana flowers
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The Lockdown Diary of a Butterfly Girl continued
AUGUST
On the 1st of the month, we went for a walk up
Glen Tromie. We saw our first Scotch Argus and
Dark Green Fritillary of the season, and plenty of
them. However, this was not the most notable
thing of the day. Toward the lower part of the
glen is an extensive area of Common Rockrose
(Figure 28). We couldn’t see any Northern
Brown Argus adults – possibly too cool - but the
number of eggs I found was exceptional. In just
one small patch of rockrose, I counted nearly 100
eggs. What I found interesting was that usually
you only see one egg per leaf, but here I was
finding many eggs per leaf (Figure 29).
A couple of days later near to Grantown, we
encountered a spectacle. Planted in a corner of a
field was a game cover crop consisting of
Phacelia and crucifers. Wafting over the top was
Figure 28
a sea of Green-veined Whites, perhaps as many as
fifty. We were gob-smacked. It was like something you would see abroad, not in
Grantown. That plus the swathes of Scotch Argus in the adjacent scabious fields, and
it was like being on holiday.
It was the middle of August when I spotted a Small White in my garden. For the first
time ever I had planted Nasturtiums, purely to attract Small White (Figure 30). It
wasn’t long before I saw a female lay an egg. Over the next few days, she returned to
lay more, unless there was more than one female attracted to my Nasturtiums.
Eventually, I counted 64 eggs of different ages. The eggs of Small White are white
when first laid, turning to yellow after a few days (Figure 31, next page), as the larva
develops within. When the larvae hatch, they eat the eggshell (Figure 32, next page).
A lot of these eggs hatched, but soon I wasn’t seeing caterpillars anymore. I don’t
know what happened to them all.

Figure 29 (above), Figure 30 (right)
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Figure 32

Figure 31

The Buddleia in the garden kept on flowering – it had been moved to a shadier place,
and I think this was prolonging the flowering season. Whenever I passed the window,
I would check it out. You never know what you might see. That paid dividends because on the 19th there was a Comma on the Buddleia (Figure 33). There have been a
good number of Comma sightings this year in Strathspey, but little did I know I would
have one in my garden. Needless to say, I was chuffed.
On the 31st of August, I went to collect Common Rockrose seed at the edge of Grantown, for the purpose of increasing the number of plants elsewhere. I was very surprised to see a fresh Northern Brown Argus. Our summer had been exceptionally
good in Grantown. Was this an individual from a second brood? Surely not.
Continued on page 48.

Figure 33
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Practical Conservation Work Parties by Tom Prescott
Pre-Covid our practical Highland Branch work parties proved very popular particularly
with a stalwart group of volunteers happy to get down and dirty to improve habitats for
butterflies and moths. One of our most regular events is our annual September scrub
bash at Polmaily, near Drumnadrochit, where we clear trackside vegetation and the
adjacent steep south-facing bank of gorse and broom to benefit two priority butterflies;
Dingy Skipper and Pearl-bordered Fritillary. However, this event has become more
renowned as the Polmaily Bake-off, with almost every attendee turning up with a
homemade cake to share around other attendees. The trestle table would groan with
these offerings. The winner being declared as the baker of the cake that was finished
first and no one can forget Ewan’s Malteser Tiffin!

Socially-distanced Polmaily 2020
Several of the regular Polmaily attendees were keen that Polmaily 2020 should
proceed. However, it would not be permissible under Covid guidance for the allimportant Bake-off element to go ahead. However, despite this and following a quick
poll of the regulars, a no Bake-off, socially-distanced, Covid guidance adhering work
party was organised with numbers restricted to up to ten regular invitees only.
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The day proved so popular that we returned
not just once but three times and have made a
real impact particularly on the gorse on and
above the steep south-facing slopes as
hopefully the photographs below clearly
show. The site is monitored by two local
volunteers Ron and Dot Ruston who walk a
weekly transect along the forest track, so we
will be able to judge if the butterflies have
appreciated our work.
Due to the success and popularity of
Polmaily an additional work party was held
on the Saturday before Xmas in Inshriach
Forest, Glenfeshie to benefit a newly
discovered Dingy Skipper colony found in an
old quarry and along an adjacent trackside
verge. The work was similar to that at
Polmaily, clearing scrub, but on flatter
ground, as well as spreading Bird’s-foot
Trefoil and other wildflower seeds and
planting out a few Kidney Vetch plug plants
to encourage Small Blue from nearby
colonies on the Feshie, to colonise.

Polmailyers hard at work

Further work parties are planned in Inshriach as two other areas in the forest have been
identified where similar work could be undertaken. We also plan to hold a field trip in
May, Covid willing, to survey for both Dingy Skipper and Small Blue in the forest.

Polmaily - before (left) and after (right)
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Glenfeshie before (above) - Hand-pulling pine seedlings

Glenfeshie after (below) - Bare ground sown with Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Kidney Vetch
and other wildflower seed
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The Lockdown Diary of a Butterfly Girl continued
SEPTEMBER
Huge numbers of Red Admirals
dominated this month. I received
video footage of vast numbers
feeding on Rowan berries in Insh
village and photos forwarded to me
from various people who were in
awe of other Vanessid sightings on
their Buddleia, like Jimmy Neil in
Culloden (Figure 34).
On the 17th, a lovely warm day, I
decided to walk around the main part
of Grantown to count all the
Vanessids on Buddleia. People who
saw me must have thought I was
mad, but I don’t care. I totalled 45
Red Admirals, 5 Peacocks and 5
Small Tortoiseshells.

Figure 34 photo by Jimmy Neil of his Buddleia
bush in Culloden

Speckled Wood was still on the wing on this day (Figure 35), but star of the show was
another female Small White egg-laying on my Nasturtiums (Figure 36).
I will
certainly grow them again next year – they’ve been extremely rewarding for so many
pollinators, not just Small White. Something to look forward to.

Figure 35

Figure 36
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A bumper year for Comma sightings in Highland
by Pete Moore
There are a few species of
butterfly currently undergoing
expansion of their range in
Highland, for example Ringlet,
Speckled Wood and Comma.
Living as I do in south Highland,
I have been well placed to
experience for myself the arrival,
and then increase, in numbers of
these butterflies.
When I arrived to work at RSPB
Insh Marshes in 2000, we had no
reserve records of Ringlet. Yet
several years later, they had
become our most numerous midCaithness Comma by Chris Jones
summer butterfly – an incredible
success story (though maybe not
for the Meadow Brown if you subscribe to the theory that Ringlets may be ousting
Meadow Browns through competition). More recently, we have seen Speckled Wood
slowly making its way along the River Spey, each year becoming established a bit
further inland.
Currently, it is the Comma that is providing the most excitement in my local area.
This species has been steadily moving northwards in Scotland and for some time has
been expected to colonise Highland. It got off to a slow start, with records over
several years being erratic, not like the steady rush of the Ringlet invasion. But 2020
provided us with a record number of sightings. The records below have been gathered
from VC Butterfly Recorders, Highland Biological Recording Group (via NBN) and
iRecord. There may be other records out there!
VC 95, Moray. 15 records.

VC 96, East Inverness-shire. 16 records.
VC 97, West Inverness-shire. 3 records.
VC 107, East Sutherland. 2 records.
VC 109, Caithness. Amazingly, a Comma was found inside a polytunnel near Dunnet
on March 13th. A remarkable record because of both its northerly location and date,
the latter of which suggests an overwintering individual.
Hopefully, we can look forward to even more records in 2021.

49

Gathering seed from Common Dog Violet
Viola riviniana
by Hilary Swift
Common Dog Violet is the food plant
for our three local fritillary butterfly
species: Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary,
Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dark
Green Fritillary.

A few years ago, when out for a walk, I
happened to stumble across some ripe
seed of Common Dog Violet and
decided to scatter it in a corner of my
garden. The seed germinated freely,
and now I have a good patch of violets
which I now take seed from for various
“fritillary projects”. Gathering violet
seed is easy to do. Here’s how I do it,
which seems to work okay . . .

Common Dog Violet

Once the flowers have finished and the seed head or capsule has developed, the stalk
remains curved and usually droopy until it is almost ready to release the ripened seed see figure 1. As soon as the curved stalk straightens out, as in figure 2, get ready for
the capsule to burst open. This happens within about a day – see figure 3 - next page.

Figure 2

Figure 1

The ripened seed will be catapulted into the air and dispersed as far as possible, as the
three parts of the capsule close their sides – see figure 4 - next page.
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Figure 4

Figure 3

The trick is to take the seed capsules when the stalk has straightened out. I pop them
into a paper bag and leave somewhere warm – a sunny windowsill, perhaps. You will
hear the seed heads popping, which is a very satisfying sound.
Otherwise, wait for the capsule to open and grab it before the seed is dispersed. I
check on my violets every day through the summer and into autumn. It’s amazing how
much seed you can collect from a small patch of flowers.
I give the seed a good amount of time to dry off before putting them in a container. A
good tip I got from Anthony McClusky is to put a sachet of silica gel in with the seed
to absorb any moisture.
The result is a lovely pile of violet seed to scatter somewhere for the benefit of our
needy fritillaries.

Violet seeds stored with silica gel

Violet seeds
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The Garden Moth Scheme by Audrey Turner
If you regularly trap moths in your garden, perhaps you would like to consider taking
part in the Garden Moth Scheme (GMS). The GMS is a citizen science project which
is open to anyone who records moths regularly in their garden anywhere in the UK and
Ireland.
The GMS has been running since 2003 and so far the data has been used in four
publications in peer-reviewed journals. Every 9 weeks during the scheme recorders
return spreadsheets with their results which are analysed to produce the quarterly
newsletters and annual reports which are circulated to all participants. The annual
reports are also available on the GMS website, http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk/
Each year the scheme runs for 36 weeks from early March to early November and the
idea is that all participants put out their traps on a Friday night and record their
catches. It’s possible to miss some weeks for holidays, really bad weather or other
commitments, and whilst Friday is the preferred day, there is flexibility around that.
Participants record their results on a spreadsheet which lists all the species used in the
scheme. There is a core list of species that are common throughout the UK and Ireland
but each region or country also has additional common species on the spreadsheet.
The species list has both macros and micros, but some tricky groups have been
omitted, there are few pugs for example and no Scoparia/Eudonia. However, below
the main form there is space for additional species to be added if participants wish to
do so and they are also encouraged to send their results to their county moth recorder.

I’ve been trapping for the GMS since 2011 and I found that it really helped motivate
me to trap regularly and improve my moth ID skills. Since the start, I’ve recorded 297
species, macros and micros, in my garden, from the common Large Yellow Underwing
to the more unusual Kentish Glory. Even though I’ve been recording for over 10
years now, I still regularly find new species for the garden in the trap - 17 species last
year including The Herald, Flounced Chestnut, September Thorn and Birch Mocha.
Since 2015 I’ve also been the GMS co-ordinator for Scotland, which basically means I
send out the annual forms to the participants in Scotland, request them back at
quarterly intervals and check that all the information has been entered onto the form in
the correct format, then pass them on for analysis and eventual entry into the GMS
database.

There’s a thriving GMS group on
Facebook where people can share
photos and ask for ID help and it’s
interesting to see what other people
have caught.
If you’d like to take part, or would just
like more information, you can contact
me at unicorn64@btinternet.com
Birch Mocha
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Field Trips and Events 2021
There are no scheduled events for the 2021 season due to ongoing Covid-19
restrictions and great uncertainty around the lifting of those restrictions.
However, if restrictions are lifted part way through the season, we hope to put together
a reduced programme of field trips which will be advertised on the branch website and
through membership e-mailing. If you don’t use email then please telephone either
Pete Moore on 07866 578079 or Audrey Turner on 07450 548862 if you’d like to
register an interest in attending any field trip if/when restrictions are eased.
In winter 2020-21, we were able to run several work-parties in a Covid-19-safe manner
and in accordance with Scottish Government guidelines. We very much hope to do the
same again in winter 2021-22. As with field trips, work-parties will be advertised on
the branch website and through membership e-mailings.

Branch Committee
Chairman
Pete Moore
email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
Membership Secretary & Treasurer
Audrey Turner
email: unicorn64@btinternet.com
Minutes Secretary
Barbara Brodie
Events Organiser
Pete Moore
email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
Committee Members:
Ewan Munro
Mike Taylor
Mark Wynn

Branch Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey
Champion
Kirstie Ross
email: funkyhaywood@yahoo.co.uk
Please get in touch with Kirstie if you would like to take part in the Wider Countryside
Butterfly Survey.
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County Moth Recorders
VC 94, Banffshire
Roy Leverton,
Whitewells, Ordiquhill, Cornhill,
Banffshire, AB45 2HS
email: roy345@btinternet.com
VC 95, Moray & VC 96, East Inverness-shire
Mike Taylor,
Allasdale, Kinchurdy Road, Boat of Garten, Inverness-shire,
PH34 3BP
email: mst.taylor@btinternet.com
Tel 01479 831060
VC 97, West Inverness-shire
Dr Tom Prescott,
Mill House, Mill Road,
Kingussie, Inverness-shire, PH21 1LF
email: tomprescott@btconnect.com
VC 104, North Ebudes, Skye
Dr Keith Sadler
Seascape, 2 Portnalong, Carbost
Isle of Skye
IV47 8SL
email: sadlerkeith2@gmail.com
Tel 01478 640477
VC 104, Small Isles
Jessie Wormell,
Fionchra, Carsfad, St John’s Town of Dalry,
Castle Douglas, DG7 3SU
email: jessiewormell@yahoo.com
Tel: 01644 430248

VC 105, West Ross
Barry Blake
An Cro, 38 Lonemore, Gairloch
IV21 2DA
email: bfb01@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01445 712075
VC 106, East Ross
Mary Eagleson,
Nether Bogbain, Lochussie,
Dingwall, Ross-shire, IV7 8HJ
email: eaglesonmary@aol.com
Tel: 01349 863787
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VC 107, East Sutherland
Brigid Primrose,
24 Fairmuir Road, Muir of Ord,
Ross & Cromarty, IV6 7TB
email: vc107.moths@gmail.com
Tel: 01463 871907
VC 108, West Sutherland
Graham Crittenden,
55 Melvich, Thurso, Sutherland, KW14 7YJ
email: graham5561@btinternet.com
Tel. 01641 531278
VC 109, Caithness - Macro-moths
Neil Money,
Heathfield House, Dunnet, Thurso, Caithness, KW14 8XP
email: neil@heathfield99.plus.com
Tel: 01847 851346
VC 109, Caithness - Micro-moths
Butterfly Conservation Scotland
email: scotland@butterfly-conservation.org
VC 110, Outer Hebrides
Steve Duffield,
7 Carinish, Isle of North Uist, Western Isles, HS6 5HL.
email: steveduffield70@gmail.com
Tel: 01876 580619 OR 07867 555971
VC 111, Orkney Islands
Sydney Gauld,
Quoyberstane, Work Road, St Ola, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1UF
email: orklander45@gmail.com
Tel: 01856 872468
VC 112, Shetland Islands
Paul Harvey
Shetland Biological Records Centre,
Shetland Amenity Trust, Garthspool, Lerwick, ZE1 0NY
email: paul.harvey@shetlandamenity.org
Fair Isle
Nick Riddiford,
Schoolton, Fair Isle, Shetland, ZE2 9JU
email: taibnick@gmail.com
Tel 01595 760250
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County Butterfly Recorders
VC 95, Moray
Audrey Turner
12 Grampian View, Aviemore
Inverness-shire PH22 1TF
email: unicorn64@btinternet.com
Tel 07450 548862
VC 96, East Inverness-shire
Hilary Swift
90A High Street, Grantown-on-Spey
Morayshire, PH26 3EL
email: vc96butterflies@gmail.com
Tel 01479 872261
VC 97, West Inverness-shire
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC 104, North Ebudes - Skye
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC 104, North Ebudes - Small Isles
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC 105, West Ross
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC 106, East Ross
Margaret Currie and Andy Scott,
7 Balnatua, Culbokie,
Dingwall, Ross-shire, IV7 8JQ
email: margandy@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01349 877223
VC 107, East Sutherland
Mark Wynn,
74 Balnafettack Road, Scorguie,
Inverness IV3 8TF
email: markwynn9@markwynn9.plus.com
Tel: 07944 708608
VC 108, West Sutherland
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
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VC 109, Caithness
Philip Davey, The Old Manse, Lybster, KW3 6BS
email: caithnessbutterflies@gmail.com
Tel: 01593 721749
VC 110, Outer Hebrides
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC 111, Orkney Islands
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
VC 112, Shetland Islands
Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details.
If you are unsure which vice county your record is in, please use the following details
and the record will be forwarded to the correct recorder.
highlandsightings@yahoo.com
Or send to; “Butterfly Records”, 19 Culloden Court, Inverness IV2 7DX
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Highland & Moray Regular & Migrant Butterflies
Species Name

Scientific Name

UK BAP Status

Chequered Skipper

Carterocephalus palaemon

Priority species

Dingy Skipper

Erynnis tages

Priority species

Large White

Pieris brassicae

Not listed

Small White

Pieris rapae

Not listed

Green-veined White

Pieris napi

Not listed

Orange Tip

Anthocharis cardamines

Not listed

Green Hairstreak

Callophrys rubi

Not listed

Purple Hairstreak

Neozephyrus quercus

Not listed

Small Copper

Lycaenas phlaeas

Not listed

Small Blue

Cupido minimus

Priority species

Northern Brown Argus

Plebeius artaxerxes

Priority species

Common Blue

Polyommatis icarus

Not listed

Red Admiral

Vanessa atalanta

Not assessed

Painted Lady

Vanessa cardui

Not assessed

Small Tortoiseshell

Aglais urticae

Not listed

Peacock

Inachis io

Not listed

Comma

Polygonia c-album

Not Listed

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary

Boloria selene

Priority species

Pearl-bordered Fritillary

Boloria euphrosyne

Priority species

Dark Green Fritillary

Argynnis aglaja

Not listed

Marsh Fritillary

Euphydrias aurinia

Priority species

Speckled Wood

Pararge aegeria

Not listed

Mountain Ringlet

Erebia epiphron

Priority species

Scotch Argus

Erebia aethiops

Not listed

Grayling

Hipparchia semele

Priority species

Meadow Brown

Maniola jurtina

Not listed

Ringlet

Aphantopus hyperantus

Not listed

Small Heath

Coenonympha pamphilus

Priority species

Large Heath

Coenonympha tullia

Priority species
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Where to find more information
For more information about Butterflies and Moths in the Highlands, Islands and
Moray, and information on recent sightings please visit our website:
http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk
There is also information on our “In Your Area” page on the main Butterfly
Conservation website:
http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html

or visit our Facebook page, Butterfly Conservation – Highland Branch:
https://www.facebook.com/ButterflyConservationHighlandsIslands
Or Facebook Group, Highland Moths & Butterflies
https://www.facebook.com/groups/highlandbutterflies/
You can also find us on Twitter BC Highland on Twitter

Contact Us
To contact Highland Branch with contributions for “Latest news”, or on any matter
relating to Butterflies and Moths in our area, please send an email to:
BChighlandcontact@yahoo.com
You can also contact any of the committee members, names and contact details are
available on the Branch Committee page, page 53.
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Bordered Beauty by Bob Turner

If you’d like to donate to, or raise money for, Butterfly Conservation, then please have
a look at the Butterfly Conservation page on the JustGiving website;
https://www.justgiving.com/butterfly-conservation
Butterfly Conservation
Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468)
Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth,
Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP
Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268)
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