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Chairman’s Introduction  

Mark Wynn 

Welcome to the 2014 first all colour edition of Chequered Skipper, & a 

particular warm welcome to the members who have joined Butterfly 

Conservation & the Branch in the last year. 

 

Another year gone. Despite the fact we had a cool spring in 2013, finally, 

from June onwards we had a summer of decent sunshine. The jet-stream 

behaved itself & forced wet weather systems further to the north. 

Consequently Butterfly Recorder, David Barbour, received a significantly 

large number of butterfly records and Moth Recorder, Mike Taylor, enjoyed 

reasonable catches in his moth traps, with some enormous catches from 

June through to part way through August. Anyway, many thanks to all of 

you who sent in records. 

 

I’m still learning to identify moths that have been attracted to our light trap. 

It’s a lot of fun learning to identify them. Hopefully, this year I’ll be 

confident enough to submit my records. Our garden butterfly highlights 

occurred in the autumn, unfortunately too late for inclusion in the Big 

Butterfly Count. A Red Admiral, a Painted Lady & two Small Coppers were 

each around for several days. They were a joy to see. 

 

I hope to see many of you at our AGM. The Branch business should only 

take half an hour. Then we will hear reports of Tom Prescott’s peerless 

work during 2013 & from Pete Moore with information of our 2014 field 

trips. (Talking to Pete, once again we’ve a superb programme of field trips 

this year.)  Then for the final hour of the meeting we will hear from Jim 

Asher, BC Vice-Chairman, about “Challenges for Butterflies & Butterfly 

Conservation”. Jim has a reputation for being an engaging speaker. So, 

clearly, not to be missed. In the afternoon, weather permitting, there will be 

an organised field trip around Great Glen House & moth light traps (from 

overnight) to be checked. 

 

We have a limited number of unsold copies of our Atlas of Butterflies in 

Highland & Moray & it would be lovely to offer these to schools & 

organisations. We’ve sold enough now to cover the cost of printing so the 

remainder are available for a donation of £1 per copy. Please contact me if 
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you know of any possible takers. It would be wonderful to distribute them 

to good use. 

 

Finally, I’m delighted to announce some exciting news for the Highlands & 

Islands Branch. We’re now on Facebook. Thanks go to Suzanne Gyseman, 

our new webmaster. As a result, it’s even easier now to give us your views. 

It helps your Committee to plan better for the future. 

 

Go well, 

mark 

Welcome new members 

Audrey Turner 

I'd like to give a warm welcome to those of you new to Highland Branch of 

Butterfly Conservation and also a welcome back to regular readers. I hope 

that you will be able to attend one or more of our field trips or other events 

throughout the year. 

 

As well as a list of field trips and other events appearing in our annual 

newsletter, reminders about field trips etc or changes to the programme are 

also sent out by email; please contact me at unicorn64@btinternet.com or 

01479 811517 if you'd like to be added to the mailing list. 

 

AGM Reminder 

Just a reminder that our AGM will be held on Saturday the 12
th

 of April 

2014 at Charleston Community Complex, Charleston Academy, General 

Booth Road, Inverness IV3 8ET. 

 

The AGM will start at 10.30am, but the room will be open from 10am for 

tea, coffee and a chat.  After the AGM business has concluded, we’ll have 

the talks previously mentioned in the Chairman’s Introduction, followed by 

lunch and, weather permitting, the moth traps and field trip. 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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PROGRESS  REPORT:  BUTTERFLY 

RECORDING IN HIGHLAND BRANCH  

2010-14  David Barbour 

Long after the Millennium fuss has died away, ‘Butterflies for the New 

Millennium’ the national recording scheme which started in 1995, rolls on 

into its twentieth year.  It progresses in 5-year cycles, and 2014 will be the 

final year of the current cycle.  After that we can draw up another set of 

comprehensive maps and see how our butterflies are shaping up in 

comparison to 1995-99, 2000-2004, and 2005-09.  

 

 We know that some of the changes in that time have been quite dramatic. 

Since 2000 we have seen colonisations first by the Peacock, then by the 

Ringlet, and now we may be just on the threshold of gaining the Comma 

butterfly as a regular or even breeding species. It is important to monitor 

such changes as they happen, which is why we can never sit back and 

consider butterfly-recording in our area to be ‘complete’. 

 

Butterfly recorders in Highland Branch area have done a very good job 

recently, covering a huge area, some of it quite inaccessible, and often 

battling dodgy weather conditions. So the first thing I have to say is: well 

done everyone!  The second thing of course is: there is more still to be done. 

The progress in four years 2010-13 is shown in the accompanying map.  

 

Only about 20 ten-kilometre squares have no butterflies recorded at all in 

that period, while the top-scoring squares have up to 20 species.  The total 

number of records entered in the database is 18,500, which compares with 

around 23,000 for the full five years of 2005-09.  So we are fairly confident 

that we will reach our target of achieving good coverage over the whole of  

the Highland Branch area by the end of 2014.   

 

The main purpose of this article is to draw people’s attention to those places 

which are still under-recorded (at least since 2009) and which will benefit 

from a few visits to record butterflies in 2014.  Some quite large areas are in 

general under-recorded, as shown in the map - particularly central 

Sutherland, much of Wester Ross and most of western Skye. (And what 

about Rum?) 
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Number of butterfly species recorded 2010-2013 

 

 = 1-7,    =8-14,    =15-21 

 

Anyone planning to explore some new ground this season would do well to 

point themselves in the direction of one of these under-recorded areas.  To 

make it clear which are the most poorly-recorded places, I have listed 

overleaf the ten kilometre squares that have either no species or at most just 

one species in our current database:     
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NC35 NC83 NG79 NH11 NN39 

NC44 NC92 NG86 NH13 NN47 

NC53 NC93 NG90 NH16 NN78 

NC54 NC95 NG95 NH38 NN88 

NC62 ND01 NH00 NH40 NN99 

NC65 NG30 NH01 NH50  

NC72 NG43 NH04 NJ00  

NC82 NG75 NH07 NM89  

                                                                   

Many of these of course are in remote upland areas and quite difficult of 

access. But even a flying visit in decent weather will be certain to produce 

valuable records of butterfly species which will be new to the maps. People 

who travel to any of these squares to record may be eligible for expenses 

from Branch funds - please check with our Branch Treasurer Audrey Turner 

if you are interested. 

 

FOOTNOTE:  Interim maps for individual species (2010-2012) can be 

accessed on the Branch website at Species>Butterfly species list>maps. 

 

Venturing into moth trapping 

Dot & Ron Ruston 

We decided to have some fun and enter the world of moths.  So, after 

making a few enquiries, we ordered a Skinner trap and awaited its arrival, 

wondering if we had made the right decision on the kind of trap to use. 

  

Couldn’t wait to get it set up for the first time and decided our wild patch of 

garden would be the best place and we put it out at 10.30pm on 4th July.  

Could not sleep because we thought it might blow over as it was quite 

breezy, so eventually turned it off at 2.00am on 5th and covered it over until 

a more reasonable hour to see what we had caught.  A total of 16 moths and 

the first time we had seen an Eggar in the flesh, which we thought was quite 

amazing!  Having been on the field trip to Allt Mhuic in June 2013 with 

Pete Moore we had watched moth traps being emptied then and decided it 

was much like opening Pandora’s Box!! 
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Northern Eggar              Gold Spangle 

 

Our next attempt 15th/16th July, again setting the trap in our wild patch, we 

managed a little longer from 10.00pm to 3.30am and this time the count 

went up to over 100.  However, being absolute novices, we were only able 

to identify a small number with the help of our Field Guide to the Moths of 

Great Britain and Ireland, amongst which the most fascinating were 

Burnished Brass, Beautiful Golden Y, White Ermine and Gold Spangle. 

 
Burnished Brass 

Our last trapping in October when the temperature was 8C, produced 8 

moths, the majority of which were December moths.  Got to get the 

photography sorted though, as we haven’t quite worked out the best 

method.  Can’t wait for the temperature to rise, the wind to stop blowing 

and the rain to dry up!!   
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Butterflies in south-west Turkey – April 2013 

Pete Moore (words) & Hilary Swift (photos) 

We didn’t go to Turkey for butterflies, we went for snowline flowers, 

orchids and birds.  We expected to see a few butterflies along the way but 

didn’t think there would be much on the wing in early April.  We were 

surprised but pleased to be proved wrong! 

 

We flew to Antalya in southern Turkey, picked up a hire car and then drove 

along the coast to a small fishing village called Adrasan, which was our 

base for the first week.  On our first morning, wandering in the village, we 

were struck by how many flowers there were.  In the open areas around the 

houses it was like a floral carpet, dominated by vivid yellows.  With the 

warm sun and all the flowers we soon saw our first butterflies – Painted 

Lady, Clouded Yellow, Swallowtail (what a gorgeous insect), Large 

White and Eastern Dappled White.   

 

     
Brown Argus         Clouded Yellow 

 

Later on, we followed a rocky path through hillside pinewoods, primarily 

looking for orchids and wild tulips.  There we found two small but beautiful 

butterflies – firstly Long-tailed Blue and then Green-underside Blue.  The 

latter was a new species for both of us and dazzled us with its shiny 

fluorescent green underwing patches.  Along the way we had also seen 

Wall Brown and Orange-tip which gave us nine species for the day – not a 

bad start considering that butterflies weren’t our target! 

         

Over the following few days in the area our list crept up as we added 

Scarce Swallowtail, Brimstone, Speckled Wood, Large Tortoiseshell and 

Red Admiral.  Butterflies were about but not in any numbers and we didn’t 
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see many species in a day.  However, we were still seeing more than we had 

expected.  Then, on one of our wanders around the outskirts of the village, 

we had our best day to date with sixteen species seen.  Apart from the 

previously mentioned species we saw Common Blue, Holly Blue, Small 

White, Pigmy Skipper, Eastern Festoon, Mallow Skipper and Eastern 

Baton Blue.  By the end of our first week we had seen a total of twenty-one 

species. 

            

 
 

Eastern Festoon – Underside & Upperside 

 
For our second week we headed into the mountains north-east of Antalya to 

a place called Akseki. From here we planned to make forays into the 

mountains, up to the snowline, in search of spring bulbs. High in the 

mountains we didn’t see any butterflies but in sheltered valleys along the 

way we did, at least when the sun was shining. On our first day in the 

Akseki area we drove out of town and eventually parked up at the side of a 

minor road. We saw several species of butterflies here, including Small 

Copper and Brown Argus but also the more exotic Eastern Orange-tip 

and Nettle-tree, the latter of which were holding territory on roadside 

bushes. On another day, we saw five Large Tortoiseshells sunning and 

feeding on a roadside tree.  They appeared to be drinking sap from new 

buds.  We also saw a Comma here which was new for the trip. 

 
The highlight of our second week was discovering the beautiful Üzümdere 

valley through which flowed an amazing turquoise river, the River 

Manavgat, lined with fresh spring-green broadleaf trees.  A road ran 

alongside the river and the river gorge became increasingly deep as we 

progressed upstream. The mountain scenery was stunning – high peaks and 

towering rock cliffs with their tops in the cloud. The warm and sheltered 
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valley bottom was a haven for butterflies, most of which we saw along the 

edges of the road. We saw sixteen species during the day including Green 

Hairstreak, Wood White, Dingy Skipper, Chapman’s Blue, Small 

Heath and the lengthily named Orbed Red-underwing Skipper.  Hilary 

impressed me by spotting Europe’s smallest butterfly – Grass Jewel.  It 

really was tiny and easily overlooked.  We had to concentrate hard to follow 

it when it moved! 

 

Nettle-tree 
 
As mentioned at the start, our trip to Turkey was planned around birds and 

orchids.  As it turned out, orchids proved hard to find so, on sunny days, the 

unexpected discovery of all the above butterflies helped to compensate for 

the lack of orchids!  If it was this good for butterflies at the start of April, 

how good will it be in July?  I’m hoping to be able to tell you in a future 

issue of “Chequered Skipper”! 
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Orbed Red-underwing Skipper       Green-underside Blue   

 

 
Eastern Dappled White 

 
Species list (total 33): 

Brimstone   Brown Argus  

Chapman’s Blue    Clouded Yellow  

Comma     Common Blue 
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Dingy Skipper   Eastern Baton Blue  

Eastern Dappled White  Eastern Festoon 

Eastern Orange-tip  Grass Jewel 

Green Hairstreak   Green-underside Blue 

Holly Blue   Large Tortoiseshell 

Large White   Long-tailed Blue 

Mallow Skipper   Nettle-tree 

Orange Tip   Orbed Red-underwing Skipper 

Painted Lady   Pigmy Skipper 

Red Admiral   Scarce Swallowtail 

Small Copper   Small Heath 

Small White   Speckled Wood 

Swallowtail   Wall Brown 

Wood White 

 

WCBS in 2013 - Ewan Munro 

I'd like to start this report on last year's Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey 

by offering many thanks to everyone who participated; 2013 saw the 

highest number of squares surveyed in Highland Branch since the WCBS 

began in 2009. However, if you haven't yet joined in then don't despair – 

there are plenty more squares out there just waiting to be surveyed! 

 

For those of you unfamiliar with the WCBS, it is, basically, a survey aiming 

to get an idea of how well butterflies are doing across the UK. Other 

monitoring methods, such as butterfly transects and timed counts, tend to 

focus on areas that are already known to be good for butterflies – therefore, 

they do not provide a representative view of butterfly populations in the 

wider countryside. The WCBS aims to fill that gap. 

 

Within our area there are 64 survey 1KM squares, 17 of which were visited 

this year, along with two BBS squares. This compares well with the 17 

squares in total surveyed in 2009, 12 in 2010, 18 in 2011 and 16 in 2012, 

especially since in 2011-12 contractors surveyed a number of sites. 

However, this also illustrates just how far there still is to go to reach even 

50% coverage of WCBS squares. So if you feel like lending a hand, please 

get in touch! 

 

As I'm sure everyone noticed, 2013 was an excellent year for butterflies,  
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and this is reflected in the WCBS results, with 596 butterflies of 16 species 

recorded. Scotch Argus was most abundant with 151 sightings while Red 

Admiral, Orange-tip and Large White were the least (one of each). Scotch 

Argus and Meadow Brown were recorded in the most squares (nine each), 

and five species turned up in only one square each. Besides butterflies, eight 

species of moth and five of dragonfly/damselfly were recorded. 

 

Let's hope that 2014 is as good a year as 2013, and that we can beat these 

numbers this year! 

 

If you decide to take part in the WCBS, you will be offered a survey area as 

near your home as possible, or anywhere else in the Highland Branch area 

that takes your fancy. The survey sites are one kilometre squares, randomly 

selected at Butterfly Conservation HQ. Unfortunately, as you can imagine, 

randomly selecting squares in the Highlands can throw up the occasional 

tricky site: no one, for example, has thus far elected to take on the square 

perched majestically across the precipitous South Glenshiel Ridge, though I 

live in hope that some Extreme Lepidopterist will one day bravely give it a 

shot! 

 

Having chosen your square, you will be emailed with a map of the site, a 

recording form, a letter (for showing to enquiring farmers or gamekeepers) 

explaining the survey, the obligatory health and safety notes and, of course, 

full instructions on how to do the survey. A butterfly ID leaflet can also be 

provided as an optional extra. If you do not have access to email, you can 

receive the documents in the post instead. 

 

The ideal survey methodology is to walk two parallel, one kilometre long 

transects across your square. Of course, this is frequently impractical 

because of lochs/dense forestry/cliffs/etc., so you are allowed considerable 

leeway to tailor your transects to the terrain, even if this results in a single, 

wavy transect, 200 metres of which lie outside the square! This does mean 

that a pre-survey visit to your square to work out your route is highly 

recommended before the actual surveying begins. 

 

The survey takes the form of two visits to the square in July and August 

(note: this does not have to mean one visit in each month; both visits may 

be in July or both in August, the only requirement being that there must be 

10 days between visits). If you wish, you may make one or two additional 

visits any time from May to August – useful for recording spring-flying 

species such as Orange-tip and Green Hairstreak. 
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During each visit you walk along each transect, recording all butterflies five 

metres ahead, five metres above and two and a half metres on each side of 

you. A butterfly net is recommended to allow a closer look at some trickier 

species, such as Small White and Green-veined White. You are also 

encouraged to record moths and dragonflies, if you can. 

 

Once the surveys are complete, all you have to do is enter the data online 

before 1
st
 October, then you can relax until next year! If you do not have 

internet access, post your recording sheets to Zoë Randle at Butterfly 

Conservation HQ. Be aware that as the end of September approaches Zoë 

will provide me with a list of those surveyors yet to submit their sightings.... 

 

One important point is that if you are already involved in the BTO's 

Breeding Bird Survey and you wish to also take part in the WCBS, then you 

are encouraged to do the WCBS in your BBS square rather than receiving a 

WCBS square from me. For further information about doing the WCBS in 

your BBS square, please contact Kate Risely at the BTO. 

 

Finally, if you are interested in surveying moths in an under-recorded 10 

kilometre square, note that 12 WCBS squares lie within under-recorded 

squares, so why not get in touch and do both at the same time! 

 

The Garden Moth Scheme 2013 - Heather Young 

The Garden Moth Scheme (GMS) runs from the beginning of March to 

early November, with people recording the numbers of around 260 species 

of the more common moths in their gardens once a week throughout this 

period. Further information on the findings of the GMS for the whole of the 

UK and Ireland, both current and historical, is available in the form of 

annual reports and quarterly newsletters, which can be found in the 

Downloads section of the web-site: http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk  

 
The Garden Moth Scheme (GMS) welcomes participants from all parts of 

the United Kingdom and Ireland, and in 2013 received 373 completed 

recording forms, a 4% increase on 2012. Having originated in the West 

Midlands of England, there has always been a greater concentration of 

recorders from that area in the scheme, but we are gradually seeing a more 

even distribution appearing as interest grows in other regions. Scientists at 

Birmingham University recently celebrated the publication of a second 

paper in a peer-reviewed journal based on the GMS data, this time looking 

http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk/
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at the effects of urbanisation and habitat diversity (Bates et al, 2014). The 

previous study analysed the effect of trap and bulb type on moth catches 

(Bates et al, 2013), and a researcher from the RSPB is currently 

investigating the influence of artificial light using the GMS dataset. 

 

Scottish recorders returned 23 sets of results for the GMS in 2013, with 6 

new members, although a few regular contributors did not manage to 

complete the recording season for various reasons, mostly happy ones like 

welcoming little future moth-ers in to the world, or taking extended 

holidays. Members counted 27,142 individual moths of 235 species at an 

average of 1180.1 per garden, an increase of 26.2% on 2012 (934.8), 

although still below the figures for 2011 (1271.2) and 2010 (1229.6). 

 

Large Yellow Underwing was again the commonest moth overall, with 

numbers at a four-year high of 202.0 per garden. This was probably a 

reflection of the unusually warm and dry summer, while the usually 

common spring species were much less abundant than in previous years. 

The vast majority of moths were recorded in July and August, with a slow 

start and rapid tail-off in autumn (Fig. 1). 

 

Fig. 1. Average number of moths per garden in 2013 in Scotland (March 1
st
 

– November 1
st
) 
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The Scottish top 20 are shown below, last year’s rank is shown in brackets, 

with the percentage change in average numbers per garden across Scotland 

year on year (2012-13), and the figures for 2012 for comparison. The six 

species disappearing from the top 20 are also listed along with their 2013 

rank. 

 

Rank 
2013 

(2012) 
Species 

Average per 
garden 

Percentage 
change 

2012 2013 

1 (1) 
Large Yellow 
Underwing 

136.3 202.0 +48.2 

2 (5) 
Lesser Broad-bordered 
Yellow Underwing 

50.8 68.6 +35.0 

3 (3) True Lover's Knot 60.0 46.8 -21.9 

4 (2) Dark Arches 63.6 45.4 -28.7 

5 (9) Dotted Clay 24.2 38.7 +59.7 

6 (6) 
Lesser Yellow 
Underwing 

32.5 37.0 +13.9 

7 (8) 
Common Rustic 
aggregate 

25.4 31.5 +24.1 

8 (14) Rosy Rustic 12.9 26.2 +103.3 

9 (4) Hebrew Character 52.5 23.7 -54.8 

10 (42) Bird-cherry Ermine 4.2 21.0 +399.0 

11 (12) Beautiful Golden Y 15.1 19.2 +27.4 

12 (25) Double Square-spot 6.0 17.7 +194.2 

13 (10) Common Quaker 20.7 15.8 -23.8 

14 (15) Smoky Wainscot 11.5 14.8 +28.9 

15 (11) Small Wainscot 16.5 14.0 -15.6 

16 (27) Snout 5.9 13.4 +125.6 

17 (35) Straw Dot 4.9 13.3 +172.0 

18 (28) 
Marbled Minor 
aggregate 

5.6 13.0 +131.1 

19 (18) 
Common Marbled 
Carpet 

8.7 12.6 +45.0 

20 (32) Silver Y 5.2 12.3 +135.4 

21 (7) Square-spot Rustic 27.3 12.2 -55.2 

22 (20) Burnished Brass 8.3 12.1 +45.8 

23 (19) Silver-ground Carpet 8.6 11.9 +38.8 

24 (17) Mottled Beauty 9.0 11.7 +31.0 

27 (13) Antler Moth 13.3 10.5 -20.9 

53 (16) Clouded Drab 9.4 5.0 -46.7 
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For the second year running, numbers were low in spring and autumn with 

summer species faring better, compared to 2011 when we had warm spring 

weather.  

 

Looking at the three Butterfly Conservation regions in Scotland, Highland 

recorders consistently trap the highest number of moths, with the fewest 

being encountered in Glasgow & South-West, as shown below, although as 

mentioned in previous newsletters, trap-type has an influence. 

 

 

Average 

/ garden 

2011 

Average / garden 

2012 

Average / garden 

2013 

Scotland 1271.2 934.8 1180.1 

G&SW 637.3 612.1 912.3 

East 1507.6 970.7 1195.6 

Highland 1907.4 1245.3 1926.3 

 

All regions showed an increase in numbers in 2013, although the East did 

not recover to 2011 levels, while the other regions did, with Glasgow & 

South-West doing best of all. There was a 50% decrease in recorder 

numbers in the Highland region, down from 6 to 3, but hopefully this is a 

temporary situation and 2014 will see a recovery, if not an improvement. 

This makes quoting averages and percentage change a bit less reliable, but 

here goes anyway! 

 

The top 20 for the Highland branch region is shown below, along with their 

regional rank in 2012 in brackets, 2013 rank in Scotland, average numbers 

per garden, and the percentage change in that, year on year. The four 

species dropping out of the top 20 of last year are also shown with their 

2013 rank. 
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Rank 

Highland 

2013 

(2012) 

Rank 

Scotland 

2013 

Species 

Average 

per 

garden 

2013 

Percentage 

change 

1 (1) 3 True Lover’s Knot 348.0 +46.5 

2 (2) 4 Dark Arches 108.7 -3.2 

3 (4) 15 Small Wainscot 80.0 +28.6 

4 (18) 17 Straw Dot 77.0 +390.5 

5 (8) 2 
Lesser Broad-bordered 

Yellow Underwing 
56.0 +117.1 

6 (5) 9 Hebrew Character 53.3 -1.8 

7 (3) 21 Square-spot Rustic 50.0 -47.9 

8 (10) 14 Smoky Wainscot 49.0 +108.5 

9 (6) 1 
Large Yellow 

Underwing 
46.7 -7.2 

10 (25) 43 Magpie 44.7 +298.8 

11 (37) 30 Agriphila straminella 44.3 +582.1 

12 (n/a) 45 Gold Spot 39.3 n/a 

13 (19) 55 Brown Silver-line 36.7 +136.6 

14 (13) 42 Bright-line Brown-eye 36.3 +105.3 

15 (9) 52 Autumnal Rustic 35.3 +39.7 

16 (7) 27 Antler Moth 32.7 -17.7 

17 (14) 51 Chevron 31.0 +84.5 

18 (20) 5 Dotted Clay 28.0 +93.1 

19= (28) 64 Buff Ermine 27.7 +176.7 

19= (15) 11 Beautiful Golden Y 27.7 +67.7 
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21 (11) 37 Dusky Brocade 24.7 +16.4 

24 (12) 8 Rosy Rustic 24.0 +26.3 

27 (16) 7 
Common Rustic 

aggregate 
19.0 +18.8 

28 (17=) 23 Silver-ground Carpet 18.0 +14.7 

 
The GMS is proving to be a very valuable source of information on the 

status of our common garden moths, with a burgeoning dataset providing an 

excellent resource for scientific researchers. The vast majority of our 

members also send their records to the Butterfly Conservation county moth 

recorders (something we actively encourage), and everyone is welcome 

from beginner to seasoned expert. If you would like to be involved in the 

scheme in Scotland please get in touch; the ambition is to improve coverage 

of under-recorded areas across the country, but every contribution is 

valuable whether you live in a city or the middle of nowhere! 

 

Heather Young 

GMS coordinator. 

e-mail: heather.young@tiscali.co.uk  

 

Bates AJ, et al. (2013) Assessing the value of the Garden Moth Scheme 

citizen science dataset: how does light trap type affect catch? Entomologia 

Experimentalis Et Applicata 146: 386-397. 

 

Bates AJ, et al. (2014) Garden and landscape-scale correlates of moths of 

differing conservation status: significant effects of urbanization and habitat 

diversity. PLoS ONE 9(1): e86925. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0086925 

 

Targeting Under-Recorded Areas 

Tom Prescott 

In January 2014 Butterfly Conservation’s Moths Count newsletter 

announced plans to work towards the publication of an atlas of macro-

moths in Britain and Ireland towards the end of 2018.  This would be based 

on records up to the end of 2016, providing moth recorders across the land 

mailto:heather.young@tiscali.co.uk
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with three more full years of fieldwork towards the planned Atlas.  It is 

therefore important to try and achieve the best possible coverage across the 

country, with Highland, not surprisingly, being one of the most under-

recorded regions.  In order to improve coverage the Highland Branch 

committee have agreed to offer expenses to volunteers willing to record 

moths in under-recorded 10km squares in Highland. 

 

However, as there is only a limited amount of money available any claims 

must be agreed in advance to ensure that the pot is not overspent.  All 

claims must be made by the end of December.  The only other condition is 

that your moth records must be submitted to your local moth recorder. 

 

The map on the following page gives the number of macro-moth species 

that have been recorded in each 10km square in Highland.  Blank squares 

are just that, squares where no macro-moths have been recorded.  Under-

recorded squares have been defined as 10km squares where less than 50 

species of macro-moth have been recorded.  For most vice-counties this 

data does not include 2013 records so some squares may have higher totals 

than are shown on the map. 

 
The under-recorded squares are also listed in the tables following the map.  

It should be noted that some of these squares are either boundary squares 

where only a small part of the square lies within Highland, or coastal 

squares which are predominantly sea. 

 

Although there is only a limited amount of money please do not be shy in 

coming forward as this is a great opportunity to get out to those under-

recorded areas.  If you are interested in taking up this offer please contact 

the branch treasurer Audrey Turner (Email unicorn64@btinternet.com  

Tel: 01479 811517) with details of where you intend to go and approximate 

costs and also contact the relevant Vice-county moth recorder to ensure that 

everybody is not targeting the same squares.  Good luck and please help put 

moths on the map in Highland. 

 
The following 10km squares have no recorded Macro-moths; 

 

NB30, NB53, NC27, NC34, NC43, NC62, NN26 & NN36 

 

 

 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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Map showing number of species recorded in each 10km square. 
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Table showing 10km squares with 1-25 recorded species. 

 

NA10 20 NA91 4 NA92 1 NB00 1 NB01 1 

NB02 4 NB03 13 NB10 18 NB11 12 NB12 17 

NB13 11 NB14 3 NB20 2 NB21 1 NB22 3 

NB23 2 NB24 10 NB31 2 NB32 7 NB33 4 

NB34 1 NB35 10 NB41 2 NB42 1 NB44 2 

NB45 1 NB55 3 NB56 7 NB90 8 NB91 16 

NC00 5 NC03 2 NC11 8 NC12 17 NC15 3 

NC16 1 NC21 7 NC23 25 NC24 1 NC26 17 

NC32 6 NC33 9 NC35 2 NC36 6 NC37 2 

NC44 4 NC45 2 NC53 7 NC54 3 NC55 14 

NC63 1 NC64 4 NC65 2 NC66 8 NC72 3 

NC83 18 NC84 11 NC93 1 ND17 17 ND33 22 

ND47 5 NF66 1 NF67 7 NF82 11 NF88 1 

NF96 12 NF97 10 NF98 5 NF99 17 NG15 2 

NG23 1 NG25 3 NG26 13 NG29 1 NG31 4 

NG34 1 NG35 14 NG37 2 NG40 23 NG41 5 

NG45 3 NG46 6 NG47 2 NG50 2 NG51 6 

NG54 8 NG55 1 NG60 10 NG61 5 NG63 8 

NG64 7 NG65 5 NG86 1 NG93 20 NG94 4 

NG95 22 NG98 13 NH00 3 NH02 4 NH03 1 

NH04 2 NH05 8 NH07 5 NH13 5 NH14 8 

NH17 12 NH18 1 NH24 10 NH28 9 NH29 2 

NH34 23 NH38 4 NH40 8 NH50 21 NH97 1 

NJ00 11 NJ17 9 NJ22 16 NJ27 6 NJ32 1 

NJ43 3 NJ44 7 NJ54 12 NJ64 1 NJ86 25 

NL58 10 NL69 6 NM29 5 NM37 1 NM38 1 

NM47 6 NM55 6 NM57 21 NM59 1 NM65 10 

NM67 20 NM69 20 NM75 6 NM77 11 NM78 10 

NM84 2 NM87 7 NM89 7 NM95 3 NM96 14 

NM99 17 NN27 22 NN37 3 NN39 6 NN47 5 

NN57 1 NN67 12 NN78 2 NN88 16 NN99 4 
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Table showing 10km squares with 26-50 recorded species. 

 

NC20 49 NC52 32 NC60 43 NC61 38 NC71 32 

NC71 34 NC75 37 NC95 34 ND02 38 ND03 48 

ND04 43 ND05 42 ND14 44 ND24 50 ND34 48 

NF19 26 NF60 45 NF76 46 NF87 47 NG09 38 

NG14 40 NG19 32 NG24 28 NG42 29 NG43 26 

NG56 36 NG71 42 NG74 38 NG78 32 NG80 37 

NG85 38 NG90 50 NG97 40 NG99 42 NH08 26 

NH11 36 NH12 27 NH15 45 NH16 38 NH23 49 

NH25 48 NH42 42 NH47 36 NH60 48 NH64 33 

NH62 42 NH72 39 NH83 49 NH93 37 NH98 38 

NJ10 31 NJ21 35 NJ34 30 NM68 50 NM85 33 

NM88 47 NN08 27 NN29 48 NN38 35 NN49 45 

NN58 29 NN89 41       

 

 

Moth records from Moray and East 

Inverness-shire VC95 & VC96 in 2013  

Mike Taylor 

Locally we had a relatively mild winter, this was followed by a very cold 

spring which did not bode well for the year ahead but for the first time in a 

good few years summer turned out to be the way it should be with enough 

good weather to entice the moths out, this in turn produced an increase in 

both the number of records and the size of the catches. The maximum single 

trap total so far is 1060 on 11th July in Boat of Garten. The number of 

records received at the time of writing is 4,891 for Moray and 6,260 for East 

Inverness-shire. I am aware that there are more to come in and confidently 

expect the combined totals for the two VCs to be in excess of 12,000, the 

highest annual total to date. 

 

There were three new macro moth species found in VC95 Moray. A 

Valerian Pug was trapped at a Micro Moth Training day organised by Mark 

Young and Tom Prescott near Grantown on Spey on 6th July. Two Slender 

Brindle and six Rufous Minor were trapped at Craigellachie NNR near 
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Aviemore on 1st August by Tom Prescott and Mike Taylor along with 

visiting moth recorders Karen and Sarah Hand whilst carrying out Site 

Condition Monitoring of the NNR for SNH. Three additional Rufous Minor 

were trapped in the author’s garden in Boat of Garten on the 8th and 14th 

August. 

 

 
Slender Brindle 

 
In addition to the macro moths eight species of micro moth were added to 

the Moray list. On 28th February a Mediterranean Flour Moth Ephestia 

kuehniella was found in Boat of Garten, an adventive which probably came 

from a sack of mixed cereal wild bird food. This was followed by a male 

Acleris hastiana trapped in Culbin Forest on 5th May and again in 

Craigellachie NNR on 7th May. The next was a male Epiblema sticticana 

netted flying over its food plant Colt’s-foot on 4th June at Knockando 

Woolmill, these first three species all found by Mike Taylor. A Eucosma 

hohenwartiana was also trapped at the previously mentioned Micro Moth 

Training day near Grantown on Spey on 6th July. A stunning looking 

Acleris bergmanniana was found by James Hammond in Forres on 9th July. 

Two species were added on 1st August, an Argyresthia semitestacella was 

trapped on Findhorn Dunes by Gordon Hunter and a Gelechia sororculella 

was trapped in Craigellachie NNR by Tom Prescott and Mike Taylor. 

Finally Mike also caught an Argyresthia semifusca in Boat of Garten on 

14th August. 
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Two micro moths were added to the East Inverness-shire list. Steve Palmer, 

Mark Young and John Langmaid found larvae of the pRDB1 species 

Caryocolum blandelloides on dunes near Nairn on 1st July, the larvae were 

reared to adults and emerged between 23rd and 29th July. Within the UK 

this species is only found on the coastal dunes of the inner Moray Firth. 

This was followed by a Chionodes fumatella trapped in Inverness by Ewan 

Munro on 10th July. 

 

 
Acleris bergmanniana 

 

 
Records received so far for the area’s resident specialties and UKBAP 

species are summarised on the next pages: 

 

Rannoch Sprawler, there were seventeen records with the earliest on the 

28th March over four weeks later than the very early record of last year, the 
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last record of the year came on 7th May showing a late season which was 

common to many of the spring and early summer moths. The most 

significant find was one that I trapped in an under-recorded square at Dulsie 

Bridge (NH94) on 15th April. Not only was this a new 10km square for the 

species it was also a considerable distance over Dava Moor into a new area. 

Until several centuries ago the Dava Moor area was extensively forested 

and would probably have held a good selection of our special woodland 

moth species but the moor was cleared of trees at some stage for country 

sporting purposes and has possibly left an isolated population of this moth 

in the Dulsie area. As there are considerable amounts of birch within the 

Dulsie Bridge area it will be interesting to see if more can be found over a 

wider area. 

 

Sword-grass, just two spring records, one from Drumguish on 7th April and 

one from Carrbridge on 10th May. 

 

Despite it being a somewhat unpromising spring it turned out to be a good 

year for Kentish Glory. There were 31 records with a total of 55 moths seen, 

most were from the two local hotspots of Granish Moor and Culbin Forest 

but others were found in Boat of Garten, Rothiemurchus and Inshriach 

Forest. After last year’s public event at Culbin where the weather was so 

cold that only two moths were seen (not Kentish Glory) it is pleasing to 

report that in 2013, at the fourth attempt the weather played fair and the 

sixteen attendees were successful in seeing the moth with a final total of 24 

recorded that evening.   

 

Netted Mountain Moth and Small Dark Yellow Underwing are usually on 

the wing during April and May but due to the cold conditions did not prove 

easy to find. There were just three records for the former, two from East 

Foregin above Carrbridge on the 6th and 11th of May and one from 

Raliabeag on 17th May. The Small Dark Yellow Underwing has become an 

increasingly scarce moth and although it shares the same habitat and larval 

foodplant as Netted Mountain Moth is nowhere near as abundant, once 

again there were no records for this species, the last one being seen in 2011. 
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Rufous Minor - male 

 
Conditions started to slowly improve towards the end of May into the first 

week of June coinciding with the flight period of the Narrow-bordered Bee 

Hawk-moth. There were six records between 31st May and 9th July in low 

numbers from Kiltarlity, Inverfarigaig, Boat of Garten, Glen Cannich and 

Insh Marshes. 

 

For better or for worse the Pine-tree Lappet is one of our special moths, 

there were eight records with just thirteen moths trapped all within its 

heartland near Beauly. Like many other species the Pine-tree Lappet flight 
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period was later this year than previously so an event put on to assess the 

population turned out to be too early and by the time that recorders were 

available a few weeks later it was at the very end of their season. 

 

 
Pine-tree Lappet, lower centre 

 

There is just the one record in at the moment for Welsh Clearwing with that 

one being found by David Whitaker on 11th July. The moth was attracted to 

a pheromone lure at Loch Bran near Foyers, this proved to be a new 10km 

square for the species and the first record to the east of the Great Glen. 

On 19th July whilst trapping in an under-recorded square at Shenachie 

approximately 5km NE of Tomatin Barbara Brodie caught a Northern Dart. 

This was also a new 10km square for this UKBAP species and was only the 

second VC96 record for the species since 2006. Eight days later Tom 

Prescott found a female Northern Dart on the slopes of Geal Charn above 

Newtonmore again in a new 10km square. 

 

At the end of July and into early August another concerted effort was made 

to find Dark Bordered Beauty. There was a good showing of the moth at 

Insh Marshes with a total of 25 from eight records. At the Grantown site 

there was less success with just two males being trapped. Other potential 

sites were looked at but none were found. 
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Over the same July/August period there were nine records for Cousin 

German another UKBAP species, this is just half the total recorded last year 

but not all records are in yet. The moth was found in two new 10km 

squares, both by Barbara Brodie again whilst trapping in under-recorded 

areas. The first was in the remote square NH50 in the Mondadhliath 

Mountains and the second was in NH11 south west of Loch Affric, this is 

the furthest west this moth has ever been recorded.  

 

There were a few other notable finds. Again at the Micro Moth training day 

near Grantown a Cloaked Pug was trapped by Mark Young, Tom Prescott 

and Pete Moore, this was just the second modern record for this species in 

Moray with the next most recent being in 1905. In August eight Portland 

Moth were trapped on Findhorn Dunes by Mark Hammond and team with 

another four trapped by Jeff Waddell just north of Loch Spynie near 

Lossiemouth.  A Northern Deep-brown Dart was trapped on Findhorn 

Dunes on 11th September by Mike Taylor and Chris Williams, this was the 

first since a single record in 2010. 

 

Finally a number of under-recorded ten kilometre squares were taken on by 

a few of us. The definition of an under-recorded square is somewhat 

subjective with two Scottish lists being produced, one with less than twenty 

macro moth species and another with less than fifty though in reality 

anywhere with less than 150-200 species could be regarded as under-

recorded. Progress has been made and as mentioned above some significant 

finds have been recorded but there is still much to do. Should anyone wish 

to take on a square within Moray or East Inverness-shire then please contact 

me as I shall be more than happy to provide a list within your chosen area. 

 

REPORT FROM THE WEST 

COAST 2013 - Brian Neath 

SUMMARY 

 

As usual the weather in the North West Highlands contrasted with that in 

the rest of Scotland.  Whereas in 2012 we had one of our best summers 

2013 turned out to be more typical and we missed out on the good weather 

experienced elsewhere.  This resulted in another poor year for butterflies 
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with the exception of Green-veined White and a late surge of the vanessids 

during September. 

 

By contrast it was another exciting year for moths with some excellent 

counts and several new species being recorded both in West Ross and on 

Skye. 

 

BUTTERFLIES IN LOCHALSH AND SKYE 

 

The first Peacock was seen on 1
st
 April in Dornie by Roger Knight and the 

last at Drumbuie on 11
th

 October by Ishbel Cameron.  Numbers were 

generally small with 8 at Drumbuie on 17
th

 May, 8 at Ardelve on 6
th

 

September and 11 in Kyle on 28th September (John Rooney) the highest 

counts. There was a gap from 10
th

 June to 25
th

 August between the two 

generations.  

 

The 14 records of Red Admiral were all in September or October.  John 

Rooney had the highest count with seven on buddleia in his Kyle garden on 

13
th

 October.  There were more Small Tortoiseshell records than in recent 

years but they all related to single individuals except for six seen at 

Drumbuie by Ishbel Cameron on 7
th

 August.  Ishbel also recorded the last 

Small Tortoiseshell on 15
th

 October. 

 

The Green-veined White was recorded from 7
th

 May to 6
th

 September with 

an exceptional count of 109 in Glen Elchaig on 6
th

 June.  The only other 

species recorded during the same walk were 8 Orange-tips and single Small 

Tortoiseshell and Peacock. 

 

It was another disappointing year for the three fritillary species.  There were 

only seven reports of Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary between 10
th

 June and 

20
th

 July with no counts of more than three. 

 
Just four records of Pearl-bordered Fritillary at their only site in Lochalsh 

with a maximum count of five on 19
th

 May.  Also just four records of Dark 

Green Fritillary, two in Lochalsh and two on Skye with five on 20
th

 July on 

Carr Brae the highest count.  

 

Margaret Scott found two pairs of Common Blue on Eilean Ban, off Kyle 

on 29
th

 June and 1
st
 July.  Otherwise there were just five records of one to 

three including a late individual on 15
th

 August.   
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Speckled Wood were widespread between 9
th

 May and 29
th

 September but 

again numbers were lower than usual with four at Balmacara on 30
th

 August 

(John Rooney) the highest count reported. 

 

It was my poorest year for Scotch Argus but I was away for 10 days in the 

first half of August which may have been the peak period.  10 at Drumbuie 

on 16
th

 August was my highest count.  Unfortunately I didn't receive any 

specific reports from anyone else although I believe some good numbers 

were seen on Skye. 

 

Meadow Brown and Small Heath were two of the biggest casualties. I had 

just a single sighting of Meadow Brown on 24
th

 July and there was one at 

Balmacara on 24
th

 July (John Rooney).  I saw my first Small Heath on Carr 

Brae on 9
th

 June at the early hour of 08:15 but this was not a good omen, I 

had only four more sightings of one or two individuals.   

 

Of the more local species Roger Cottis saw a Large Heath at Ord, Skye on 

8
th

 July and Sarah Harris found two Grayling at Neist Point, Skye on 10
th

 

July. 

 

MOTHS 

 

By contrast 2013 was another excellent year for moths.  Barry Blake and 

Norman Thomas continued their good work in the Gairloch area while on 

Skye Keith Sadler, Steve Terry, Peter Elford, Stephen Bungard and Terry 

Swainbank all contributed a substantial number of records.  Andy Harding 

has visited the Glendale area of Skye several times during 2012 and 2013 

and has submitted some significant records for this previously under-

recorded area.  Sarah Harris worked on Skye for the RSPB monitoring 

raptor species but also managed to do some moth trapping in under-

recorded squares. 

 

On my own Carr Brae patch the most interesting sightings were as follows. 

 

A Red-green Carpet in my Robinson trap on 3
rd

 January was only the third 

January record of this species for West Ross but Winter Moth and Pale 

Brindled Beauty were the only other species recorded during the month. 

 

There were good numbers of the usual species in February – March Moth, 

Mottled Grey, Pale Brindled Beauty, Dotted Border and Chestnut plus my 

first February record of Hebrew Character. 
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Poplar Grey (S Terry)     Twin-spotted Quaker  

 
March was disappointing after the exceptional records in March 2012 but I 

had six records of Yellow Horned including four on the 16
th

. 

 

Things improved in April and this month produced the first record of Twin-

spotted Quaker for VC105 on the 12th.  There was a second Twin-spotted 

Quaker on the 7
th

 May and other interesting May records included a rare 

trapping of an Emperor Moth, a Scarce Prominent on 11
th

 and good counts 

of 16 Least Black Arches and 12 Nut-tree Tussock on19th. 

 

June was a particularly good month with 65 species recorded including my 

first June records of Beautiful Carpet, Autumn Green Carpet and White-

spotted Pug, plus Northern Deep-brown Dart and a late Clouded Drab. 

 

July was an exceptional month with 87 species recorded.  There were three 

records of Satin Lutestring including four on the 8
th.

  This was the third year 

that I have recorded Satin Lutestring and my Dornie records are the only 

VC105 records to date.  My first ever Small Chocolate-tip on 8
th

 was only 

the fifth record for VC105 and only the second record of an adult.  My 

second and third records of Orange Swift occurred on the 20
th

 and 26
th

 and 

my first July record of Barred Umber occurred on the 3
rd

.  Some large 

counts included 25 Grey Arches and 16 Green Arches on the 20
th

 and 55 

Triple-spotted Clay on the 26
th

. 
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Small Chocolate Tip (Charlene MacLeod)  Satin Lutestring  

 
I was away during the first two weeks of August and the second half of the 

month was disappointing.  My first record of the Rustic on the 14
th

 was the 

only notable occurrence. 

 

September produced my first records for that month of November Moth and 

Snout, only my second record of Vapourer on 24
th

, 18 Autumnal Rustics on 

8
th

 and five records of single Yellow-ringed Carpet.  The two sightings of 

Grey Chi were as usual on the wall of the house rather than in the Robinson 

trap. 

 

The 16 species recorded in October were all the usual suspects with five 

Red Sword-grass on 13
th

 being a good count for this species.  November 

and December also produced just the usual species but with Scarce Umber 

outnumbering Mottled Umber despite its name.  December Moth peaked at 

nine on 23
rd

 November. 

 

In the Gairloch area Barry Blake and Norman Thomas recorded exceptional 

numbers of some species.  These included 40 Bordered White at Beinn 

Eighe on 13
th

 July, 48 Lempke's Gold Spot on 22
nd

 July, 27 Heath Rustic on 

24
th

 August (a record count for VC105) and 28 Black Rustic on 24
th

 

September.  Other highlights included a Scarce Prominent on 15
th

 June, the 

most northerly record to date for VC105; a Lunar Marbled Brown on 6
th

 

July and three Merveille du Jour on 28
th

 July were both the second most 

northerly records of these species for the VC.  Two records of Large 
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Wainscot on 28
th

 and 29
th

 September were only the 6
th

 and 7
th

 records for 

VC105.   

 

Norman Thomas trapped a Ruby Tiger in his Gairloch garden on 11
th

 July.  

There are relatively few records of the adults of this species, the majority of 

records being of larvae.  Ruth Macleod recorded a Vapourer at Laide on 20
th

 

August. 

 

 
Lime Speck Pug (K Sadler) 

 
Ishbel Cameron also recorded exceptional counts of some species at 

Drumbuie.  These included 17 Scotch Annulet on 22
nd

 July, 29 Smoky 

Wainscot on 21
st
 July, 21 Chevron on 23

rd
 August, 37 Black Rustic and 28 

Small Wainscot on 24
th

 September.  Ishbel also recorded 3 Large Wainscot 

on 24
th

 September so three out of the seven VC records occurred during 

September 2013. Ishbel also continued her excellent run of Bordered Grey 

records with singles on 22nd and 23
rd

 July, the sixth consecutive year that 

she has recorded this Na species.  Other good records were of 7 Light 

Arches on 20
th

 July, 4 Great Brocade on 26
th

 July and a V-Pug on 23
rd

 July. 

  

On Skye there were so many new species recorded plus records of many 

other species that had not been seen since the Rothamsted site at Carbost 
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closed in 1981 that it is impossible to include more than a few examples 

here.  

 

Keith Sadler recorded the first Small Chocolate-tip for Skye on 26
th

 June, 

the first Lime-speck Pug on 22
nd

 July and the first Pearly Underwing on 

22nd September.  He trapped a Grey on three occasions at Portnalong, over 

five kilometres from the well-known site for this RDB species at Talisker 

Bay.  He had the second record of the Miller on 7
th

 July, the first having 

been recorded on Raasay in 2008, and had the second record of the Vestal 

on 26
th

 September.  The first Vestal was trapped just the day before at 

Conordan, Braes by Mary Eagleson some 17km to the west of Portnalong.  

Could it possibly have been the same individual of this migrant moth 

species?    

 

 
Vestal (Mary Eagleson) 

 
Andy Harding had four records of Oblique Carpet at Glendale 

in July and Keith Sadler had one at Portnalong on 24
th

 August.  These were 

the first records since the Rothamsted site closed in 1981. 

 

Andy recorded the third Chimney Sweeper for Skye at Lephin on 8
th

 July 

and the fourth Clouded Silver on 7
th

 July.  Andy also identified Arran 

Carpets at Glendale including three on the 8
th

 July. Sadly this moth has now 
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been relegated to a sub-species of Common Marbled Carpet despite its 

distinctive underwing patterns. 

 

    
Chimney Sweeper        Arran Carpet - underside 
 
Peter Elford trapped what was only the second Coronet for Skye at Ullinish 

on 13
th

 July and Steve Terry had the second record of Poplar Grey at Dunan 

on 17
th

 July, the first one being a Rothamsted record dating from 1968.   At 

Ard Dorch Terry Swainbank trapped 21 Buff Ermine on 8
th

 July, a 

Lempke's Gold Spot and 17 Beautiful Golden Y on 22nd July and seven 

Powdered Quaker on 8th July.  Stephen Bungard at his home on Raasay had 

a Herald in his polytunnel on 12
th

 September and recorded a Brick on 15
th
 

October, the first VC104 record since 1981. 

 

Sarah Harris had a Saxon at Bernsdale on 21
st
 June and also 

recorded a Six-striped Rustic at Broadford on 30
th

 July. The latter was only 

the fourth Skye record since the Rothamsted days. 

 

Last but not least Tim Bowditch found an Eyed Hawk-moth on a delivery 

lorry at the Portree Co-op on 8
th

 May.  One assumes that this individual had 

hitched a lift to appear so far north! 
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Update on neonicotinoid 

pesticides - Pete Moore 

In last year’s issue of “Chequered Skipper” I wrote about neonicotinoid 

pesticides which have been in use since the 1990s in both farming and 

gardening. There has been mounting concern about their possible damaging 

impacts on pollinators, particularly bees but also butterflies and moths. This 

article gives an update on developments in the last year. 

 

The good news is that EU-wide restrictions on certain neonicotinoids came 

into force on 1 December 2013 and will remain in force for 2 years or until 

further data is available.  The new rules forbid the use of 3 neonicotinoids 

(clothianidin, imidacloprid and thiamethoxam) on crops that attract 

pollinators (which includes oilseed rape, peas and beans but not wheat).  In 

addition, the remaining authorised uses are available only to professionals, 

so gardening products containing these chemicals will no longer be sold.  

Similar restrictions have been placed on fipronil (not a neonicotinoid but 

with similar attributes) to apply from 31 December for 2 years. 

 

Interestingly, the companies that manufacture these chemicals (Bayer, 

Syngenta, BASF) are bringing a legal challenge against the European 

Commission, saying the Commission’s decision to restrict these chemicals 

is not sound and did not follow proper procedures.  Various farming and 

industry groups (including the National Farmers Union) have come out in 

support of agrichemical companies.  The feeling among Non-Governmental 

Organisations, who are following this in detail, is that the agrichemical 

companies are doing this more to demonstrate action to their shareholders 

than because they think they can win. 

 

Within the UK, pesticide policy is officially a Devolved matter, but there 

are currently agreements in place that let Defra (Department for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) in England take decisions on behalf 

of the whole UK. Defra’s official position continues to be that there is not 

sufficient evidence to justify restrictions on neonicotinoids.  Nevertheless, 

they have no choice but to implement the new EU rules. They are not doing 

this wholeheartedly, with a lack of clarity on what farmers should do with 

unused treated seeds and no publicity to ensure gardeners and other amateur 
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users are aware of the new rules.  Defra is however committed to carrying 

out further research on the impacts of neonicotinoids.  

  

Scotland’s Rural Affairs Secretary Richard Lochhead wrote to the UK 

Government in April 2013 urging them to accept the European 

Commission’s proposed restrictions (the UK was actually in the minority 

which voted against) but to push for a 2 year delay so that further research 

could be carried out.   

 

A group of NGOs (informally known as the Bee Coalition) is working on 

neonicotinoids in the UK.  The group is planning a series of briefings aimed 

at government, farmers and others to raise awareness of the ban and the 

need for wildlife-friendly pest management. The Bee Coalition consists of 

Avaaz, Buglife, ClientEarth, Environmental Justice Foundation, Friends of 

the Earth, Greenpeace, Natural Beekeeping Trust, Pesticide Action Network 

UK, RSPB, Scottish Wildlife Trust, Soil Association, The Wildlife Trusts 

and 38 Degrees. 

  

Implications for pesticide users 

 
         Farmers: The most significant change for most UK farmers is 

likely to be that oilseed rape seeds (and others but this is the most 

widespread crop affected) will no longer be treated with neonicotinoids, so 

they will need to adjust their pest management strategies accordingly.  

 

         Gardeners: Products containing the banned neonicotinoids will no 

longer be sold for domestic use. Many garden centres had already 

responded to public concern and withdrew these products some time ago.  

However: a) the government will not come round and check what you 

already have in your shed and b) it’s apparently quite easy to buy pesticides 

online, which may not be approved for garden use and may not even be 

what they say on the tin.  So, gardeners need to check any products they 

have stored to check they are in date and do not contain one of the banned 

neonicotinoids.  The word ‘neonicotinoid’ may not appear on the label but 

the specific chemical name (e.g. imidacloprid) should be in the ingredients 

list.   

 

A useful list of common products that contain neonicotinoids is available at 

www.pan-uk.org/home-garden/list-of-home-and-garden-pesticides-

containing-neonicotinoids  Pesticides are hazardous chemicals and must 

NEVER be poured down the sink or put in the bin: local councils can advise 

http://www.pan-uk.org/home-garden/list-of-home-and-garden-pesticides-containing-neonicotinoids
http://www.pan-uk.org/home-garden/list-of-home-and-garden-pesticides-containing-neonicotinoids
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on safe disposal.  If buying chemicals online, gardeners should only buy 

from reputable sources. Ideally, of course, gardeners should avoid using 

pesticides at all. 

 

Watching Caterpillars 

Margaret Currie & Andy Scott 

In raised beds, visible from our kitchen window, we grow a variety of 

vegetables including quite a number of different salad crops. If left to grow 

some plants of the mixed salad leaves can become quite large, and as a 

consequence become quite attractive to both Small and Large White 

Butterflies (they also like nasturtiums). As so few people grow their own 

vegetables now, the white butterflies must have difficulty finding suitable 

places to lay their eggs. Having a few caterpillars to watch is quite 

fascinating, and allowing them a plant or two well worthwhile.  

 

In 2013 the first of the Large White Butterflies to arrive in our garden 

appeared on 5
th

 July, only one, but it laid a few eggs on the plants provided. 

A record number of seven Large Whites were present on 8
th

 September, and 

they were the last of that species seen in the garden that year. By this time 

of course there was a record crop of Large White larvae; fortunately the 

plants were big enough to support the “growing” numbers. 

 

But the larvae of the Large White had some competition in very large 

numbers of plain looking lightish green caterpillars. 

 

Although we did not see any Small White Butterflies in the garden over the 

summer, or spot any of the eggs, these were indeed the larvae of the Small 

White. 

 

By August we had every size of caterpillar, from the fully grown looking 

for places to pupate, to the tiny just hatched. Almost all of the individuals 

that were ready to pupate made their way to the nearby wall of the house 

and up to the point where the wall and the roof meet. This, as well as under 

window sills and along the top of window frames, were the popular places. 

We now have so many pupae that they number in hundreds, the Small 

White by far the most numerous – despite the predators! 
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Large White Caterpillar 

 
Just watching the larvae of the Small White making for the house walls 

became a fascinating experience for a while in October when it was 

apparent that some of them had become parasitized. Although the 

unfortunate creatures seemed quite energetic as they made for walls, usually 

after climbing part way up they stopped! In a matter of minutes after 

stopping, a mass of what looked like yellow candy floss appeared, on close 

examination quite obviously the eggs of a parasitic wasp. A rather 

distressing and bizarre occurrence to watch, which left nothing but the shell 

of the caterpillar. However, of the hundreds of larvae that were present over 

the summer only a very small proportion of the Small White species was 

affected. None of the Large White larvae were seen to be parasitized 

 
Parasite Eggs 
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It is now mid-January 2014 and the last of the Small White larvae pupated 

successfully two weeks ago. The brassica plants that were the food supply 

throughout are sprouting new leaves for the five Large White larvae that are 

still feeding. 

 

If all the pupae that are around the outside of the house successfully become 

butterflies this year there will probably be a population explosion. 

 

 
Small White Pupa 

 

Watch out for Gold Swifts!  Especially in the 

daytime!  - John R G Turner 

Have you seen Gold Swift moths flying in the day? Probably not, but if you 

do, we would like to hear from you. 

  

We are particularly interested in observations from butterfly-watchers. 

Moth-lovers may also take part, but you do not have to be one, or to be able 

to recognise the colour pattern of a Gold Swift, or even to have any idea 

what they might look like. Their flight is unique and unmistakable, and in 

fact it’s much better not to catch the moth to check it, but to leave it alone 

and see what it does! 

 

This species typically flies in the twilight, usually for around a half hour to 

an hour, between 45 minutes before to 25 minutes after sunset (though 

sometimes earlier or later). Probably not many people have seen it, because 
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this time is too late for butterfly-watching, and a tad early for moth people: 

in fact most of us are probably at home eating dinner or watching the TV! 

There is also a very brief flight in the morning gloaming (around 2 am 

BST!) which probably very few people indeed (less than half a dozen in the 

UK) have seen. 

 

But occasionally, it can be seen flying in full daylight, and the question we 

are asking is “Is this commoner than the experts imagine?” The behaviour is 

widespread, being reported from the Highlands, Yorkshire, Austria and 

European Russia (Yaroslavl’, about the same latitude as Golspie), but only 

around five times all told. But is it really so rare, or are we just missing it? 

 

What to look for. The moth is unmistakable, as it does not buzz around 

looking for food—no mouthparts!—but flies in a unique way, as if it were 

attached to the end of an imaginary pendulum, or if you prefer, on the end 

of an invisible thread, swinging from side to side over more or less the same 

piece of ground. The swing is one or two feet in amplitude and each swing 

takes a bit less than a second. The moth is a warmish brown colour, and the 

size of a small bumblebee. 

 

Where? The species is quite widespread in Scotland (maps in the 

Provisional Moth Atlas, or on-line at the Moths Count website, 

http://www.mothscount.org/), and the general habitat is woodland clearings, 

edges and rides, river banks, damp moorland, bracken-covered slopes, 

usually near to trees. It is often seen around bracken, or among stands of 

rushes in the damper places.  
 
What time of day? This is up for grabs: the only observations where the 

time was reported were around 3 hours after local noon (say about 4 pm 

BST), but this may be pure coincidence. Perhaps they are out there at 9 am!  

 

Which month? The flying season is likely to be from the beginning of June 

(but at least in the Highlands from the middle of June) up to the very end of 

July, but over- and under-runs are as always a possibility, especially 

considering the way the seasons have been playing up recently! 

 

What you are likely to see. One or more male moths—up to half a dozen 

perhaps in a little swarm—maybe just a solitary moth, a foot or two above 

the vegetation, doing the pendulum trick (“pendulating”). They may keep 

this up for ten minutes or so, and then may settle with their wings folded or 

spread out, somewhere near the top of the local plants, perhaps on the stem 
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of a rush. If you are very lucky, you may see a female come in and a mating 

take place, or you may see a couple of males start to fight (!) by buzzing 

each other.  

 

A point for moth-watchers. Of course, there is one other moth which does 

the pendulum trick: the Ghost Moth. But there is obviously no potential for 

confusion, as this is a brilliant white colour, and flies only in the late 

evening gloaming. And incidentally, swinging from side to side is an 

aerodynamic impossibility, and the effect is merely a very persistent optical 

illusion. You may just be able to see what the moths are actually doing, but 

it’s very difficult!  

 

What to report. 

 

Essential: place (plus grid reference to any precision you can manage, up to            

the full GPS reading).  

Essential: time of day. Can be GMT or BST, but please report very clearly 

which you are using! 

Essential: was the moth pendulating? 

Essential: your contact details. 

Optional extras (we’d like any you can do) 

How long things continued (if you stopped to watch) 

Habitat 

Weather (sunshine, sun with clouds, overcast bright, overcast dull, 

drizzling, gae dreich) 

Moths doing anything else? Like perching, fighting, flying off somewhere 

else, mating. 

 

If you see them late in the day of course, up to and including the sunset 

period, we would still like to hear from you. If you spot the elusive dawn 

flight, you can nominate yourself as a member of the exclusive early-bird-

moth-spotters club! 

 

Where to send. By email to John Turner at j.r.g.turner@leeds.ac.uk or post 

FAO John Turner 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland 

Balallan House 

24 Allan Park 

Stirling 

Fk8 2QG  

mailto:j.r.g.turner@leeds.ac.uk
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Sutherland Moths - Geoff Hiscocks 

I’m a member of the Wiltshire Branch of Butterfly Conservation but 

recently joined the Highland Branch as well because I visit that part of 

Scotland several times a year. 

 

Since I was staying near Dornoch at the beginning of August last year I 

decided to attend the Highland Branch moth trapping event to be held in the 

disused East Kinnauld quarry near Rogart, only a few miles away. Tony 

Mainwood, the leader, had found both Annulet and Scotch Annulet, along 

with many other moth species, in his traps at the site in 2012.  Since it is 

unusual for both annulet species to be found at the same site in the UK and 

with few previous records of Scotch Annulet in VC 107 (East Sutherland), 

an article on his experiences and observations appeared in the Winter 2013 

edition of Atropos. 

 

 
East Kinnauld Quarry 

 

Apparently Annulet occurs from the south of England to the north of 

Scotland, whereas Scotch Annulet is only found in upland areas of central 

and northern Scotland: I had seen neither moth before. Although the moths 
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are very similar in overall appearance, the Scotch Annulet is a little larger 

with a concave costa and no scalloping on the termen. Waring & Townsend 

(2009) include quarries as habitat for both species, but they can also be 

found elsewhere. The Rogart quarry is composed of granite and includes 

broad ledges, scree areas and bare vertical rock. Several known foodplants 

of Annulet are present in the quarry with some of those for Scotch Annulet 

in the vicinity. 

 

 
Heading up to the next trap 

 

The weather on the day was kind to us and Tony used four traps spread 

around the side of the quarry about halfway up: all were inspected in turn on 

the morning of 3
rd

 August by the half dozen BC members who attended. In 

2012 many more Annulet than Scotch Annulet had been captured in the 

quarry and once again both species were found and in similar proportions. 

 

Several Northern Rustic, a moth new to me, were also present along with 

Garden Tiger, Large Ear, Anomalous, Lempke’s Gold Spot, Brown-line 

Bright-eye, Antler, Dark Marbled Carpet, Burnished Brass…….and many 

others. 
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Checking the Moth Trap 

 
A particular highlight, for me at any rate, was the Garden Tiger since so few 

are seen down south nowadays. I was able to photograph all the species of 

particular interest. 

       
Garden Tiger       Northern Rustic 
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Lempke’s Gold Spot 

 

After inspection of the traps we enjoyed seeing the butterflies in and around 

the quarry, which included Grayling, Dark Green Fritillary, Small 

Tortoiseshell and Red Admiral. However it was the moths that were the 

main interest and it was good to see so many species that I had never 

encountered before. An excellent day. 

 

  
Scotch Annulet               Annulet & Scotch Annulet 
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Moth-trapping In Under-recorded 

Areas 2013 - Audrey Turner 

Once again SNH provided support in the form of funding for travel 

expenses incurred by volunteers moth-trapping in under-recorded areas.  

10KM squares with less than 20 recorded species of macro-moths were 

targeted.  Most of these squares are in remote areas, with few or no roads 

through them.  Below are brief summaries of the numbers of species added 

to existing records, along with any notable species found.  I’d like to thank 

Brigid Primrose of SNH for her invaluable assistance in securing funding. 

 

NG96 – Beinn Eighe NNR 

Several visits were made to this site by the recorder and traps were set up in 

both an area of mature Scots Pine and of mature Birch woods.  Previously 

there were only 6 species of moth recorded from this 10km square.  A total 

of 360 moths of 63 species were recorded, with 23 species only caught in 

the Pine wood sites, 18 species only caught in the Birch wood sites, 22 

species common to both habitats. 

 

Notable species were Flounced Chestnut, found only in the Pine wood site, 

only the 2
nd

 record for VC105 and the Scarce Silver Y, though not as scarce, 

is the recorder’s only record, it was also found in the Pine wood. 

 

NJ32 – Cabrach, near Dufftown 

There was only 1 species previously recorded from this 10km square.  52 

species of macro moth and 13 species of micro moth were recorded on the 1 

visit made to the square.  Notable species were Rannoch Looper and 

Northern Arches, both nationally scarce Na. 

 

NN49 – Glenshirra 

There were only 5 species of macro moth previously recorded from this 

10km square, and no micro moths.  1 visit was made and a total of 40 

species of macro moth and 12 species of micro recorded, Notable species 

were Northern Arches, Sweet Gale and Great Brocade, all nationally scarce 

Na and Scotch Annulet, nationally scarce Nb.  Micros of note were 

Cnephasia stephensiana which was the third VC record and Epinotia 

mercuriana which was the fourth VC record for VC96. 
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NN37 – Fersit 

This 10km square had only 1 species of macro moth recorded previously 

and no micro moth records.  1 visit was made and 3 light traps run 

overnight.  Along with daytime observations, 45 species of macro moth 

were recorded and 19 species of micro moth.  The only notable species was 

Great Brocade, nationally scarce Na. 

 

NH83 – Shenachie 

This 10km square had 12 species previously recorded.  1 visit was made and 

41 species of macro moth and 2 species of micro moth were recorded, 278 

individuals were caught.  Northern Dart, nationally scarce Na was the only 

notable species. 

 

NN57 – Loch Pattack 

There was only 1 species previously recorded from this 10km square.  1 

visit was made and although no notable moths were trapped a total of 353 

individuals were recorded consisting of 23 species of macro moth and 4 

species of micro moth. 

 

NH50 – Stronelairg Lodge 

5 species had previously been recorded in this 10km square.  1 visit was 

made and 18 species of macro moth and 2 species of micro moth were 

recorded.  Although only 95 individual moths were trapped 6 of these were 

Cousin German, nationally scarce Na. 

 

NH11 – Glean na Ciche 

16 species had previously been recorded in this 10km square.  1 visit was 

made and 28 species of macro moth and 2 species of micro moth were 

recorded from 114 individuals.  3 of these were Cousin German, nationally 

scarce Na. 

 

Many thanks to those who contributed their time to add to our knowledge of 

the distribution of moths in the Highlands.   

 

It is intended to carry out this project again in 2014, and also to extend it to 

cover butterfly recording in under-recorded areas.  Funds for expenses will 

be available through the branch, please contact me for details of what is 

covered and how to claim. 

 

Audrey Turner unicorn64@btinternet.com 07450 548862 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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THE  COMMAS  ARE  COMING  ........ 

David Barbour 

There is no better example of a butterfly whose British status has changed 

radically over a period of years than the Comma.  In Victorian times it was 

widespread across England and Wales (and even appeared a few times in 

southern Scotland), but then it suffered a contraction of range.  In the early 

twentieth century it was regarded as a real rarity, being confined to a few 

counties along the English/Welsh border.  By mid-century it had returned to 

much of its older range across Wales and the southern half of England. 

Then in the 1980s and 90s it began a rapid expansion northwards through 

Yorkshire, Tyneside, and north-west England right to the Scottish border. 

 

The first appearances in south Scotland again were in the Borders (1996) 

and Dumfries and Galloway (1999).  But the headlong dash northwards did 

not stop there, and in the first ten years of the new century Commas became 

quite widespread in southern Scotland, with breeding (on nettles) confirmed 

in a number of places.  The spread north is believed to be a consequence of 

climate warming, which has affected several other butterfly species 

similarly. So fast was the advance that I have seen a prediction that the 

Comma as a breeding species will have reached Inverness by about the year 

2018. 

 

This prediction though it seemed wildly optimistic is now beginning to be 

borne out by events. The first Comma to appear in Highland Branch area 

was at Fort Augustus in 2004.   In the ten years 2004-2013 we have now 

had exactly ten sightings.  In autumn 2013 there were 3 independent 

sightings not very far apart in the East Inverness/Speyside part of the 

region. 

 

 On 8 September Jane McLaren saw one nectaring on ragwort flowers at 

Tombreck (NH6935) near Farr (which incidentally is the northernmost ever 

sighting of the species in the UK). On 28 September Helen Dudleston saw 

one in a garden at Carrbridge (NH9022).  On 1 October Jennifer Bates had 

one in her garden in Grantown (NJ0327) and this individual stayed around 

to be seen and photographed over a period of 4 days. 

 

It seems not too much to hope that these three butterflies may be the 

spearhead of a successful colonisation of our area, and that the Comma may 
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become a breeding resident. Comma butterflies hibernate through the 

winter, but are said to choose more open situations than Peacocks and Small 

Tortoiseshells. The Highland winter might not be well suited for survival of 

a butterfly tucked under a tree-branch against the harshness of the elements.  

Then again, the present exceptionally mild winter should be better than 

most to favour it. 

 

So look out for Comma butterflies in 2014, possibly in spring but more 

likely in the autumn (9 of the 10 sightings here have been autumn ones).  

Buddleia bushes should be watched with more than usual attention from late 

August onwards.  Anywhere in the south of the region could be a likely 

place, and my bet is that the Comma will hit Inverness before 2018 does! 

 

 
Comma (Jennifer Bates) 

 

Chequered Skipper Survey 2013 – 

The Results - Tom Prescott 

Due to the success and interest in this survey in 2012 we decided to repeat it 

again last year.  The aim remained the same to target recording at the top 

100 1km squares that were predicted, through computer modelling, to be the 
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most suitable for the butterfly in Scotland, but where it had not previously 

been recorded.  As last year details of the survey including forms, 

methodology and maps showing the location of each of the one hundred 

1km squares, were promoted online at  

www.butterfly-conservation.org/chequeredskipper     

 

The top 100 squares remained the same to encourage repeat visits to squares 

visited last year to help determine the detectability of the species and see if 

Chequered Skipper is easily missed through single visits. 

 

In 2012 over 50 volunteers signed up to take part, resulting in visits to 49 

squares, which included repeat visits by different surveyors to some 

squares, with Chequered Skipper recorded in just over 40% of all visits.  36 

different squares, out of the 100 targeted, were surveyed with the butterfly 

being found in 15 of these, but not in 21.  Chequered Skipper was also 

recorded in an additional 15 new 1km squares, where it had not previously 

been recorded, although these squares were not part of the targeted 100 

squares.  

 

In 2013, interest was very similar, if not slightly greater, however, visits 

were made to only 18 squares but the hit rate was slightly higher at 44%.  

Excluding repeat visits to the same squares Chequered Skipper was found in 

just six squares, although it had previously been seen in one of these in 

2012.  Of the remaining five, four were visited in 2012 and Chequered 

Skipper not found, with the fifth being a square that was not visited in 2012.  

Most excitingly the butterfly was also found in an additional 33 new squares 

that were not part of the top 100.   

 

The very cold and late spring in 2013 resulted in the first Chequered 

Skipper survey records being a week later than those in 2012.  Also the last 

survey record in 2013 was ten days earlier than in 2012 meaning the total 

survey recording period in 2013 was only just over a fortnight and thus 

probably responsible for fewer target squares being surveyed.   

 

The results from 2013 are plotted in Map 1 below.  This shows that efforts 

in 2013 on the whole were more focussed on one or two areas e.g. Glen 

Etive and Loch Leven, many of these records were by just a handful of 

recorders over a few days of good weather.  The map also clearly shows the 

westward extension of the Chequered Skipper’s range along the 

Ardnamurchan peninsula, although this may be due to previous under-

recording. 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/chequeredskipper
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Another interesting factor is that the butterfly was seen for the first time in 

2013 on three different nature reserves managed by conservation charities: 

 Glenborrodale - RSPB 

 Glencoe – NTS 

 Rahoy Hills – SWT 

 

 
Map1: 2013 Chequered Skipper Survey Results 

 

Key 

 

Blue Triangles = CS records 1980-2011. 

 

Green Squares =Targeted 1km squares where CS was found. 

 

Red Squares = Targeted 1km squares surveyed but CS was not found. 

 

Orange Squares = Other new 1km squares where CS was recorded. 

 

NB: One Red Square in North-west Sutherland is not shown on the map. 
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For comparison results from 2012 are plotted below on Map 2, and those for 

both years combined in Map 3. 

 

 
 

Map2: 2012 Chequered Skipper Survey Results 

 

Key 

 

Blue Triangles = CS records 1980-2011. 

 

Green Dots =Targeted 1km squares where CS was found. 

 

Red Dots = Targeted 1km squares surveyed but CS was not found. 

 

Orange Dots = Other new 1km squares where CS was recorded. 

 

NB: Three 1km squares in Cowal, all red dots, which lie c30km to the south 

of the map are not shown. 

 



57 
 

 
 

Map3: 2012 + 2013 Chequered Skipper Survey Results combined 

 

Key as for Maps 1 and 2 

 

Over the two seasons the butterfly was recorded in 68 different new 1km 

squares!  This has increased the occurrence of the butterfly by around 27% 

at a 1km resolution, a fantastic result. 

 

A more detailed study of the results is still to be performed and will be 

posted on our website www.butterfly-conservation.org/chequeredskipper   It 

will also determine whether the model will be adjusted and if the survey 

runs for a third year.   

 

We would like to thank everyone who took part in the survey in both 2012 

and 2013.  For more information about the survey please contact Tom 

Prescott; Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  Tel 01540 661469. 

 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/chequeredskipper
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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BC Highland Branch Field 

trips and events – 2014 

These are listed below in chronological order. There are a number of other 

events in the pipeline, the details of which had not been finalised before this 

newsletter went to print. These events, along with any others that are 

organised during the course of the season, will be advertised on the BC 

Highland Branch website and e-mailed to those members for whom we 

have an e-mail address.  Apologies to those who do not have ready access to 

a computer. 

 

If you are not on our e-mail list and would like to be added, please contact 

Audrey Turner, Branch Membership Secretary, unicorn64@btinternet.com   

 

If you wish to give feedback on any of these events or have any ideas for 

future field trips or events please contact Pete Moore, Events Organiser,  

theconfused@btinternet.com or write to him at 90a High Street, Grantown 

on Spey, Moray PH26 3EL or phone 01479 872261.  If you would like a 

field trip to take place in your local area, get in touch and we’ll see what we 

can organise. 

 

Please note that these free events are open to both BC members and non-

members. 

 

Car sharing. For environmental and social reasons it would be good if 

people car shared when attending events. If you are travelling by car and 

happy to give someone else a lift or if you would like a lift to an event, 

please contact the event leader beforehand and they will try to match people 

up.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
mailto:theconfused@btinternet.com
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COTONEASTER CLEARANCE WORK PARTY TO 

BENEFIT SLENDER SCOTCH BURNET MOTH, 

KILNINIAN, MULL 

Date: Thursday 24 to Sunday 27 April 

 

Time:  Anytime from 10.30 – c4pm each day 

 

Details:  The day-flying Slender Scotch Burnet moth is known from only 6-

7 sites on Mull, Ulva and Gometra and nowhere else in the UK.  The moth 

inhabits low cliffs and grassy banks on or near the coast.  Furthermore it is 

usually restricted to slopes with a sunny, south-facing aspect, with 

underlying basalt rock where its caterpillar’s sole foodplant, bird’s-foot 

trefoil, grows in short, flower-rich vegetation, with some bare ground.     

 

However, on the cliffs near Kilninian, the moth is threatened by 

encroachment from Cotoneaster.  This invasive non-native shrub has 

escaped from gardens and has become well-established on the thin-soiled 

species-rich undercliffs and on the cliffs themselves.  

  

Since 2007 we have been waging battle against the cotoneaster with both 

volunteers and contractors.  Encouragingly, the moth was re-discovered at 

the site in 2012 after an absence of four years.   

 

Coille Alba has now secured funding to work in partnership with Butterfly 

Conservation Scotland to progress this control programme over the next 

three years.  We are therefore seeking volunteers to help cut back the 

cotoneaster with hand tools (secateurs and loppers) whilst newly trained and 

qualified local volunteers will treat the cut stumps with herbicide to prevent 

them from regrowing.    

 

Directions.  Kilninian lies on the west coast of Mull between Calgary and 

Ulva Ferry.  Please follow our road signs to the track that leads down to the 

site which is immediately to the east of the Allt na Cille burn at grid ref 

NM403457.  Cars can either be left at the top of the track or carefully driven 

down and parked at NM402455.  Coloured flags will then mark the route 

out to the work site on the undercliffs at NM404449.   

 

What’s needed:  It is essential that you wear boots with a good grip and 

ankle support as we will be working on steep grassy slopes.  Also wear old 
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clothes, bring gloves, and a packed lunch.  Hand-tools (secateurs and 

loppers) as well as gloves will be available but feel free to bring your own.   

 

Other information:  Please call in even it is just for an hour anytime over 

the four days as every little helps. 

  

For more information:  Please contact the leaders 

 

Leaders:  John Parrot (CA) on Thursday and Friday.  Tom Prescott (BCS) 

on Saturday and Sunday. 

Leader contact details:   

John;  Tel: 01456 486426 Mob: 07799 728768  

E-mail: john.parrott@coillealba.org.uk    

Tom;  Tel: 01540 661469  Mob: 07979 785665  

E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org   

 

KENTISH GLORY AND SMALL DARK YELLOW 

UNDERWING - KINGUSSIE MOTH WEEKEND 

EXTRAVAGANZA! 

Date:  Friday 9
th

 to Sunday 11
th

 May - Three separate events so please 

come along to one, two or all. 

Target Species:  Kentish Glory and Small Dark Yellow Underwing, also 

Netted Mountain Moth. 

Background:  The weekend will focus on two of Cairngorm’s scarcest 

moths.  On Friday evening we will set traps for the spectacular Kentish 

Glory in Forestry Commission Scotland’s Inshriach Forest and in Glen 

Feshie targeting clear fell and open areas with stands of suitable birch.  On 

Saturday morning we will reconvene to check the traps to see what has been 

caught.  If the weather is reasonable we can then look for adult Kentish 

Glory in the afternoon and/or look for Small Dark Yellow Underwing.  On 

Sunday we will look for the elusive and beautiful day-flying Small Dark 

Yellow Underwing at sites in the Kingussie and Newtonmore area, maybe 

having split into smaller groups so we can cover more sites.  People can 

attend any or all events.   
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Friday 9
th

 May – 8pm till late 

Meeting place:  RSPB Insh Marshes Reserve Office, Ivy Cottage, Insh, 

PH21 1LF.  Ivy Cottage is in the centre of the village on the south side of 

the road.  Grid reference NH812016. 

Saturday 10
th

 May – 10.30am till 1pm (with option of ending at c5pm if 

weather is suitable) 

Meeting place:  RSPB Insh Marshes Reserve Office, Ivy Cottage, Insh, 

PH21 1LF.  Ivy Cottage is in the centre of the village on the south side of 

the road.  Grid reference NH812016. 

Sunday 11
th

 May – 10.30am till 5pm 

Meeting place:  Ardvonie Public Car Park, Kingussie which is in the centre 

of the village behind the Duke of Gordon Hotel.  Grid reference NH755007. 

What’s needed:  Please bring your own moth traps if you have them on the 

Friday evening as the more traps/locations we set them the more chance we 

have of finding Kentish Glory and other spring moths.  Otherwise stout 

walking shoes, a torch for the Friday night and packed lunch for those 

staying all day.   

Other Information:  Tea and coffee will be provided at all three events.  

Please contact Tom for any other details. 

Leader contact details: Tom Prescott   

Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org   

Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665. 

 

LYNWILG, ALLT NA CRICHE PATH, NEAR 

AVIEMORE 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch 

 

Target Species: Pearl-Bordered Fritillary & Moths 
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Date: Saturday May 17  

 

Time: 09.45 for 10.00am 

 

Meeting place: Carpark behind Aviemore Post Office accessed by turning 

into Myrtlefield from the main road through Aviemore and bearing right 

behind the shops to the carpark, grid ref NH896128 (OS sheet 36 – 

Grantown & Aviemore).  We’ll condense cars as there isn’t much parking 

then drive to Lynwilg and park at grid ref NH875110. 

 

Description: A trip to see Pearl-bordered Fritillary, with a chance of some 

other butterflies and day-flying moths.   

 

Approx duration: 3 hours as the path is quite steep in places and we will 

take it slowly, although may be longer if the weather is good. 

 

What’s needed:  Packed lunch, the path is steep and rough in places so 

appropriate footwear will be needed as will waterproof clothing in case of 

bad weather 

 

Leader name: Audrey Turner 

Leader contact details: email: unicorn64@btinternet.com   

Telephone 01479 811517      Mobile 07450 548862 

 

BEAUTIFUL BUTTERFLIES AND MAGICAL MOTHS 

Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Friends of Nevis 

 

Target Species:  Spring butterflies and day-flying moths.  Hopefully 

Chequered Skipper will be on the wing. 

 

Date:  Saturday 17 May 

 

Time:  10am – c4pm 

 

Meeting place:  Voluntary Action Lochaber Offices at An Drochaid, 

Claggan Road, Fort William, PH33 6PH.  Grid reference NN116742. 

 

Directions.  If you are travelling to Fort William from the north enter the 

town on the A82 and turn left onto Claggan Road (signposted to Claggan 
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Industrial Estate, Achintee and Footpath to Ben Nevis).  Then turn right 

after about 400m onto Achintee Road and then right again after just 20m 

into the entrance to the car park to An Drochaid. 

 

If you are travelling to Fort William from the south turn right into Claggan 

Road which lies c150m to the north of the Ben Nevis Centre roundabout.  

Then follow the directions above. 

 

Description:  The event will provide an introduction to the butterflies of 

Lochaber covering all 22 species recorded in the area but particularly 

focussing on spring species.  After an indoor presentation an afternoon field 

trip in Glen Nevis will look for spring butterflies including Chequered 

Skipper and day-flying moths.  It is hoped that participants will be keen to 

look for and record butterflies in Glen Nevis and elsewhere in the local area 

over the rest of the summer.   

 

Approx duration:  2-3 hours indoors followed by 2-3 hour field trip 

 

What’s needed:  Plenty of sunshine, packed lunch, stout walking shoes and 

a good sense of humour! 

 

Any other information:  Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.  

Butterfly books and charts will be available to buy as well as free butterfly 

and moth leaflets to take away.  This event is being run as part of Wild 

Lochaber Festival.  

For more info visit:  

http://www.outdoorcapital.co.uk/whats-on/wild-lochaber-festival-2014   

 

Leader contact details:  Tom Prescott   

Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org   

Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665 OR 

Joy Biggin  Email: pjbiggin@gmail.com  Tel: 01397 772459 
 

CRAIGELLACHIE NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE 

CELEBRATION, AVIEMORE 

Organiser:  Scottish Natural Heritage with Butterfly Conservation Scotland  

 

Date:  Sunday 18 May 
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Time:  11am – c4pm 

 

Description:  We have been invited by SNH to take part in an all day event 

they are planning at Craigellachie National Nature Reserve, Aviemore.  The 

details have not yet been finalised but we will probably have a stall at the 

event to promote BC, butterflies and moths, as well as run various activities 

e.g. a butterfly walk, showing the public moths from traps that we will have 

set on the NNR the previous night, butterfly crafty activities for families etc. 

 

The event will probably be centred at Aviemore Youth Hostel (Grid 

reference NH893118) as well as on the NNR itself.   

 

What’s needed:  Obviously anyone is welcome to come along and take part 

in all the activities.  However, we are also looking for volunteers to help at 

the event.  If you are interested in taking part or for more information please 

contact Tom. 

 

Contact details:  Tom Prescott   

Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org   

Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665  

 

SILVERDALE/CUMBRIA 

Organiser: BC Highland Branch 

 

Target Species: Duke of Burgundy, Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Dingy 

Skipper, Green Hairstreak & more 

 

Other highlights: Lady’s Slipper Orchid, Marsh Harrier 

 

Date: Friday 23
rd

 May to Monday 26
th

 of May 

 

Information:  This is a weekend trip leaving very early on Friday morning 

and returning late on Monday evening.  This is still open to anyone wanting 

to join in.  The group will be staying at Challan Hall B&B, 

http://www.challanhall.co.uk/ and will be visiting several sites around the 

Silverdale area.  Further details available from Mark.   

 

Leader name: Mark Wynn 
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Leader contact details: 01463 729977 

Email:  markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk  
 

POLMAILY BUTTERFLY WALK, NEAR 

DRUMNADROCHIT. 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch 

 

Target Species: Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper 

 

Date: Saturday May 31 or Sunday June 1 

 

Time: 10.30am 

 

Meeting place: The end of the forest track into Polmaily,  

approx 2 miles west of Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid 

ref NH484304. (OS sheet 26 - Inverness & Loch Ness).  

 

Description: Another visit to see the results of habitat management 

undertaken by enthusiastic branch members.  

 

Approx duration: Up to 4 hours 

 

What’s needed: Bring a packed lunch 

 

Any other information:  Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or 

the Sunday will be decided nearer the time dependent on the weather 

forecast. Please phone Mark a few days beforehand for the final decision. 

 

Leader name: Mark Wynn 

Leader contact details: 01463 729977  

Email: markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk  

 

ISLE OF CARNA, LOCH SUNART, ARDNAMURCHAN 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species:  Whatever we can find – there are limited moth and 

butterfly records for the island.  
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Date:  Saturday June 14 

 

Time:   09.15am at Laga Bay to catch 09.30 boat. 

Meeting place:  Laga Bay, Ardnamurchan. This is where the boat will 

leave from. Grid ref NM 635610 (OS sheet 40 – Loch Shiel). It is a short 

boat trip from Laga Bay to the island. 

 

If travelling via the Corran ferry, as soon as you come off the ferry turn left 

along the A861. Follow through Strontian to Salen. Here turn left onto the 

B8007 towards Glenborrodale. Laga Bay is 7 miles along this road. There 

will be signs and a parking area for Ardnamurchan Charters. 

 

The alternative route from Fort William is to follow the A830 past 

Glenfinnan to Lochailort. Turn left to Acharacle (18 miles) and then on to 

Salen (a further 2 miles). Here turn onto the B8007 towards Glenborrodale. 

Laga Bay is 7 miles along this road. There will be signs and a parking area 

for Ardnamurchan Charters. 

 

Description:  The Isle of Carna is a privately owned 600 acre island. Both 

the owner and the island’s caretaker/boatman are keen on wildlife and have 

kindly invited us to spend a night and a day on the island to catalogue as 

much wildlife as we can, in particular moths and butterflies.  

A few people are travelling across to the island on Friday evening to set up 

moth traps. On Saturday morning the boat will bring across a maximum of 9 

people to join those already on the island.  

 

Duration: We need to leave the island at 3.30pm on Saturday 14
th

. 

 

What’s needed:  A packed lunch, stout footwear and midge repellent. 

Any other information:  Due to limited places, booking in advance is 

essential and it will be a case of first come first served. 

 

Leader name:  Pete Moore 

Leader contact details:  E-mail: theconfused@btinternet.com   

Tel: 01479 872261 or 07866 578079. 

 

RSPB GLENBORRODALE MOTH TRAPPING, 

ARDNAMURCHAN 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
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Target Species:  Moths!  

 

Date:  Sunday June 15 

 

Time:  10am 

 

Meeting place:  RSPB Glenborrodale reserve car park (Grid ref NM 

601609 OS Sheet 40 - Loch Shiel) one mile west of Glenborrodale on the 

B8007 Salen to Kilchoan road. 

 

Description:  A look through moth traps run the night before. 

 

Approx duration:  Up to lunchtime. 

 

What’s needed:  Midge repellent 

 

Leader name:  Pete Moore 

Leader contact details:  E-mail: theconfused@btinternet.com  

Tel: 01479 872261 or 07866 578079. 

 

PINE-TREE LAPPET MOTH SURVEY 

Date: Friday and Saturday 20 + 21 June 

 

Time: 8.30pm till late on both evenings. 

 

Meeting place: Car park of Brockie’s Lodge Hotel, Kiltarlity. Grid ref: 

NH514418. OS sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness). 

 

Description: Further targeted light-trapping to ascertain the current status 

and distribution of Pine-tree Lappet moth in the Kiltarlity area.  

 

What’s needed: Bring your own moth traps if you have them. 

 

Any other information: Depending on the number of people, traps and 

generators, we will split into groups to trap as many different local sites as 

possible.   
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This event may be postponed and held midweek if it is a late season and 

Pine-tree Lappet is not yet on the wing.  It is therefore important that you 

contact Tom or Roger before-hand if you plan to come along. 

 

If you cannot attend but would like to take part in the survey later during the 

moth’s flight period (latter half of June to mid- July), please also get in 

touch with Tom or Roger who will help identify sites and access 

permissions.   

 

Pine-tree Lappet lures can be made available to increase your chances of 

catching the moth. 

 

Leaders name:  Tom Prescott and Roger Moore (Forest Research). 

Leader contact details: 

Tom: E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org   

Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665.   

Roger: roger.moore@forestry.gsi.gov.uk  

Tel: 0131 445 6923.  Mob: 07867 501369. 

 

LOCHALINE FOR BLOMER’S RIVULET 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species:  Blomer’s Rivulet moth 

 

Date:  Sunday June 22  

Time:  10.30am 

 

Meeting place:  Provisionally, the ferry terminal at Lochaline – grid ref 

NM 679447 (OS Sheet 49 Oban & East Mull. This meeting point may 

change – please phone Pete nearer the time to confirm. 

 

Description:  A group from BC Highland branch memorably discovered 

Blomer’s Rivulet here in 2013. This was the first time the moth had been 

recorded in Scotland! This year we hope to confirm its presence and get a 

better idea of how widespread it is in the area. 

Moth traps will have been deployed the previous evening and we will go 

through them this morning. 

 

Approx duration:  At least until lunchtime. 
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What’s needed:  Stout footwear and midge repellent. 

 

Leader name:  Pete Moore 

Leader contact details:   

E-mail: theconfused@btinternet.com  Tel: 01479 872261 or 07866 57807 

 

BALINTORE & SHANDWICK 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species: Northern Brown Argus, Small Blue, Small Copper, 

Grayling.  Also Six-spot Burnet moths 

 

Date:  Wednesday July 2 

 

Time:  10.30am 

 

Meeting place:  Car parking area at NH862753 in Balintore (OS Sheet 21 – 

Dornoch, Alness & Invergordon area).  This is reached by turning right off 

the B9166 at Balintore, and driving past the harbour for about 200-300 

metres.  There is also a car park at the harbour, with public toilets. 

 

Description:  we’ll walk along the path between the shore and the village, 

after about 1km we leave the village behind.  After about another 1km the 

path heads up a narrow path up the hillside which is quite overgrown in 

places. 

 

Approx duration:  3 to 4 hours, maybe longer depending on how far along 

the path we go and what the weather is like. 

 

What’s needed:  Packed lunch, the path is steep and rough in places so 

appropriate footwear will be needed as will waterproof clothing in case of 

bad weather.   

 

Any other information:  Purple Oxytropis grows on the steep grassy 

slopes on the hill. 

 

Leader name:  Audrey Turner 

Leader contact details: Tel: 01479 811517   Mobile 07450 548862 

Email: unicorn64@btinternet.com    
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MOTH NIGHT 2014 AT LEDMORE AND MIGDALE 

WOODS 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species:  Woodland species 

 

Date:  Sat 5th July 

 

Time:  10 am 

 

Meeting place:  Woodland Trust car park near Spinningdale at NH668907 

(OS Sheet 21 Dornoch, Alness & Invergordon). It is about 1 mile along the 

unclassified road heading NW from Spinningdale. 

 

Description:  A look through the traps for moths caught in a variety of 

slightly different woodland habitats on this Woodland Trust property. 

 

Approx duration: Up to 3 hours 

 

What’s needed:  The usual footwear and clothing for variable weather. 

 

Any other information:  Possibility of visiting some local butterfly sites in 

the area in the afternoon if the weather is reasonable. 

 

Leader name: Tony Mainwood  

Leader contact details:  Tel 01408 633247 

Email: tony.mainwood@btinternet.com    

 

DALWHINNIE FOR MOUNTAIN RINGLET 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species: Mountain Ringlet 

 

Date:  Sat July 12 or Sun July 13 

 

Time:  10.30am 
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Meeting place:  Lay-by at the junction of the A889 and the Glen Truim 

minor road just north of Dalwhinnie. 

Grid ref NN 640859 (OS sheet 42 - Glen Garry) 

 

Description:  A walk onto the lower slopes of Meall Liath. 

Approx duration: Into the afternoon. 

 

What’s needed:  Stout footwear, waterproofs (hopefully not needed) and a 

packed lunch/refreshments. 

 

Any other information:  The trip will run on either the Saturday or the 

Sunday depending on the best weather forecast. It is essential therefore to 

contact Mark a couple of days before the weekend to find out which day 

he’s going for. If the weather forecast is bad for the whole weekend then the 

trip will be postponed until the following weekend July 19/20. 

 

Leader name:  Mark Wynn 

Leader contact details:  01463 729977 

Email:  markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk  
 

MOTH MORNING, FORT WILLIAM 

Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Friends of Nevis 

 

Target Species:  Moths! 

 

Date:  Saturday 12
th

 July 

 

Time:  10.30 till mid afternoon.  

   

Meeting place:  Voluntary Action Lochaber Offices at An Drochaid, 

Claggan Road, Fort William, PH33 6PH.  Grid reference NN116742. 

 

Directions.  If you are travelling to Fort William from the north enter the 

town on the A82 and turn left onto Claggan Road (signposted to Claggan 

Industrial Estate, Achintee and Footpath to Ben Nevis).  Then turn right 

after about 400m onto Achintee Road and then right again after just 20m 

into the entrance to the car park to An Drochaid. 
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If you are travelling to Fort William from the south turn right into Claggan 

Road which lies c150m to the north of the Ben Nevis Centre roundabout.  

Then follow the directions above. 

 

Description:  Come and find out more about the wonderful world of moths.  

The event will include an introduction about moths and how to attract them, 

moth traps and other attractants.  We will be looking at moths caught in 

moth traps set the previous night.  Some traps will be checked at the VAL 

offices whilst others will be checked where they were set in Glen Nevis.  

There may also be an opportunity to look for day-flying species in the 

afternoon.  All moths that are caught will be released unharmed. 

 

Approx duration:  2-3 hours at Voluntary Action Lochaber Offices 

followed by 2-3 hours checking traps and looking for day-flying moths up 

Glen Nevis 

 

What’s needed:  Cool, calm and muggy weather on Friday night and stout 

walking shoes, packed lunch, a good sense of humour and no midgies on 

the Saturday! 

 

Any other information: Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.  

Butterfly books and charts will be available to buy as well as free butterfly 

and moth leaflets to take away.   

 

Leader contact details:   

Tom Prescott  Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org   

Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665 or  

Joy Biggin  Email: pjbiggin@gmail.com  Tel: 01397 772459  

 

 

ROSEMARKIE CLIFFS, BLACK ISLE 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species:  Northern Brown Argus and other butterflies 

 

Date:  Saturday July 19 or Sunday July 20 

 

Time:  10.30am until sometime in the afternoon 
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Meeting place:  Parking is available at the northern end of the sea-front 

road at Rosemarkie.  

 Grid ref. NH 738577 (OS sheet 27 – Nairn & Forres) 

 

Description:  We will walk north along the flowery shoreline cliffs. There 

is plenty of rockrose growing here which is the foodplant of Northern 

Brown Argus butterfly. It has been 10 years since the last record of this 

species here but hopefully we will be able to show that it is still thriving at 

this site.  

 

Approx duration: 5 hours 

 

What’s needed:  Bring a packed lunch, stout footwear and a happy face. 

 

Any other information:  The trip will take place either on the Saturday or 

the Sunday, whichever has the best weather forecast. Therefore you must 

contact Pete a few days prior to the weekend to find out which day it’s 

going to be. 

 

Leader name:  Pete Moore 

Leader contact details:  E-mail: theconfused@btinternet.com   
Tel: 01479 872261 or 07866 578079. 

 

MOTH MANIA AT RSPB INSH MARSHES 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch & RSPB  

 

Target Species: Dark Bordered Beauty moth 

 

Date:  Saturday July 26 

 

Time:  10.30am 

 

Meeting place:  RSPB Insh Marshes main car park, 1½ miles out of 

Kingussie on the B970. Grid ref: NN775999. OS sheet 35 (Kingussie & 

Monadhliath Mountains). 

 

Description:  Several moth traps will be run over the previous night as part 

of RSPB’s annual monitoring of the rare Dark Bordered Beauty moth which 

is only found on three sites in Scotland and one site in England. If the 
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weather is fine, I’m hoping there will be time to have a walk for butterflies 

after the moths. 

 

Approx duration: Into the afternoon if the weather is good. 

 

What’s needed:  Packed lunch and midge net/repellent. 

 

Leader name:  Pete Moore 

Leader contact details:  E-mail: theconfused@btinternet.com  

Tel: 01479 872261 or 07866 578079. 

 

GLEN ORRIN                          

Organiser:    BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species:  Scotch Annulet 

 

Date:  Sunday 27
th

 July 

 

Time:  10:00 am. 

 

Meeting place:  Car park at NH474514 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness & Loch 

Ness). From Marybank on the A832 take the minor road south for 1.5 miles 

to Aultgowrie. On south side of the bridge turn west for 200 yards to a small 

car park for visitors. 

 

Description:  Fairburn Estate has very kindly given permission for BC to 

hold this outdoor meet in Glen Orrin. The target species is Scotch Annulet 

which has been recorded in the glen for the last two years, so moth traps 

will be put out the night before. However it is a wonderful area for wildlife 

in general and we hope to see several different species of butterflies and 

dragonflies plus day-flying moths. 

 

Approx. duration:  4 hours depending on weather. 

 

What’s needed: Boots, lunch, waterproofs and midge repellent. There are 

also ticks and adders in this glen so it’s advisable to wear gaiters if you have 

them. 
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Any other information:   Booking is essential for this meeting. To reduce 

the number of cars, lifts can be arranged in the car park before going 

through the locked gate and up the road to the Orrin Dam, approx. 5 miles. 

 

Leader name: Margaret Currie 

Leader contact details:  moths.vc106@btinternet.com    or 

Tel 01349 877223 

 

 

BALLAVOULEN TO LOCH MORIE 

Organiser: BC Highland Branch  

 

Target Species: Whatever turns up! 

 

Date:   Sunday 10
th

 August 

 

Time:  10:30 am. 

 

Meeting place:  Car park at Ballavoulen, NH572740 (OS sheet 21 – 

Dornoch, Alness & Invergordon area). From the A836 (Struie road) take the 

minor road to Boath, approx. 5 miles. 

 

Description:  It’s a lovely walk along the Averon River to Loch Morie, there 

is always much of interest to see on the way. Several species of butterfly 

including Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary are found here, and usually a 

variety of day flying moths. It is also a very good area for dragonflies. 

 

Approx duration: 4 hours depending on weather. 

 

What’s needed: Good footwear, lunch, waterproofs. 

 

Any other information: Mostly walking along an unsurfaced track. 

 

Leader name: Margaret Currie 

Leader contact details:  moths.vc106@btinternet.com    or 

Tel: 01349 877223 
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POLMAILY WORK PARTY, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT 

Date: Saturday September 13 

 

Time: 10.30 – c4pm 

 

Meeting place: At the end of the forest track into Polmaily, approx 2 miles 

west of Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref: NH484304. 

OS sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness).  

 

Description: Another session of clearing and cutting back trackside 

vegetation and scrub to improve the habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and 

Dingy Skipper. 

 

Approx duration:  Up to 5 or 6 hours but you are welcome to join in and 

leave whenever you want to. Every little helps so if you only want to come 

for an hour that will still be very welcome. 

 

What’s needed: Bring lunch and wear old clothes. Bring gloves, secateurs, 

loppers and bow-saws if you have them. Further hand-tools will be 

available. 

 

Any other information: This is the fourth Polmaily work-party. The 

previous ones have all been great fun, were well attended with plenty of 

cake! 

 

Leader name:  Tom Prescott 

Leader contact details:  Tel: 01540 661469   

Mob: 07979 785665                                               

 E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org   
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Branch Committee 

Chairman 

Mark Wynn 

Email: markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk 

 

Membership Secretary 

Audrey Turner 

Email: unicorn64@btinternet.com 

 

Minute Secretary 

Barbara Brodie 

 

Treasurer 

Audrey Turner Email: unicorn64@btinternet.com 

 
Events Organiser 

Pete Moore 

Email: theconfused@btinternet.com 

 

Committee Members 

Malcolm Harvey 

Mike Taylor 

Ewan Munro WCBS 

 

Highland Branch WCBS Champion 

Ewan Munro 

Email: wcbs@highland-butterflies.org.uk 
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Butterfly Recorders 

Highland and Moray 

Dr David Barbour 

125a High Street 

ABERLOUR 

Banffshire 

AB38 9PB 

Email: dbfis@btinternet.com 

 

Outer Hebrides / Western Isles 

Steve Duffield 

7 Carinish,  

Isle of North Uist,  

Western Isles, HS6 5HL 

Tel: 01870 620 241 

Mob: 07867 555 971 

Email: steveduffield@hebrides.net 
 
Orkney 

Sydney Gauld 

Quoyberstane 

Work Road 

St Ola 

Kirkwall 

KW15 1UF 

Tel: 01856 872 468 

Email: orklander45@gmail.com 

 

Shetland 

Paul Harvey,  

SBRC,  

Shetland Amenity Trust,  

Garthspool,  

Lerwick,  

ZE1 0NY  

Email: paul@shetlandamenity.org 
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County Moth Recorders 

VC 94, Banffshire 

Roy Leverton, Whitewells, Ordiquhill, Cornhill, Banffshire, AB54 2HS. 

Email: roy345@btinternet.com 

 

VC 95, Moray 

Mike Taylor, Allasdale, Kinchurdy Road, Boat of Garten, Inverness-shire, 

PH34 3BP. 

Email: mst.taylor@btinternet.com 
Tel 01479 831060 

 

VC 96, East Inverness-shire 

Mike Taylor, Allasdale, Kinchurdy Road, Boat of Garten, Inverness-shire, 

PH34 3BP. 

Email: mst.taylor@btinternet.com 

Tel 01479 831060 

 

VC 97, West Inverness-shire 

Dr Tom Prescott, Mill House, Mill Road, 

Kingussie, Inverness-shire, PH21 1LF. 

E-mail: tomprescott@btconnect.com 

 

VC 104, North Ebudes, Skye: 

Brian Neath, Culag, Carr Brae, Dornie, Kyle, Ross-shire,  

IV40 8HA. 

Email: bandj@culag.plus.com  Tel: 01599 555341. 

 

Small Isles: Jessie Wormell, Fionchra, Carsfad, St John’s Town of Dalry, 

Castle Douglas, DG7 3SU 

Email: jessiewormell@yahoo.com Tel: 01644 430248. 

 

VC 105, West Ross 

Brian Neath, Culag, Carr Brae, Dornie, Kyle, Ross-shire,  

IV40 8HA. 

Email: bandj@culag.plus.com Tel: 01599 555341. 

 

 

 

mailto:roy345@btinternet.com
mailto:mst.taylor@btinternet.com
mailto:mst.taylor@btinternet.com
mailto:tomprescott@btconnect.com
mailto:bandj@culag.plus.com
mailto:jessiewormell@yahoo.com
mailto:bandj@culag.plus.com
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VC 106, East Ross 

Margaret Currie and Andy Scott, 

7 Balnatua, Culbokie, 

Dingwall, Ross-shire, IV7 8JQ 

E-mail: moths.vc106@btinternet.com   Tel: 01349 877223 

 

VC 107, East Sutherland 

Tony Mainwood, 13 Ben Bhraggie Drive, 

Golspie, Sutherland, KW10 6SX. 

Email: tony.mainwood@btinternet.com   Tel: 01408 633247. 

 

VC 108, West Sutherland 

Graham Crittenden, 55 Melvich, Thurso, Sutherland,  

KW14 7YJ  

Email: graham5561@btinternet.com   Tel. 01641 531278 

 

VC109 Caithness  

Neil Money, Heathfield House, Dunnet, Thurso, Caithness, KW14 8XP  

Email: neil@heathfield99.plus.com   Tel: 01847 851346  

  

VC110 Outer Hebrides  

Steve Duffield, 7 Carinish, Isle of North Uist, Western Isles, HS6 5HL.  

Email: steveduffield@hebrides.net  Tel: 01876 580619 OR 

 07867 555971  

  

VC111 Orkney Islands  

Sydney Gauld, Quoyberstane, Work Road, St Ola, Kirkwall, Orkney, 

KW15 1UF  

Email: orklander45@gmail.com  Tel: 01856 872468  

  

VC112 Shetland Islands  

Shetland Biological Record Centre, Shetland Amenity Trust, Garthspool, 

Lerwick, ZE1 0NY  

Email: sbrc@shetlandamenity.org  

   

Fair Isle  

Nick Riddiford, Schoolton, Fair Isle, Shetland, ZE2 9JU  

Email: taib@mallorcaweb.net  

Tel 01595 760250  

 

mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
mailto:tony.mainwood@btinternet.com
mailto:graham5561@btinternet.com
mailto:neil@heathfield99.plus.com
mailto:steveduffield@hebrides.net
mailto:orklander45@gmail.com
mailto:sbrc@shetlandamenity.org
mailto:taib@mallorcaweb.net
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Resident and regular migrant Butterfly 

species in Highland and Moray 

 

Species Name Scientific Name UK BAP Status 

Chequered Skipper Carterocephalus palaemon Priority species 

Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages Priority species 

Large White Pieris brassicae Not listed 

Small White Pieris rapae Not listed 

Green-veined White Pieris napi Not listed 

Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines Not listed 

Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi Not listed 

Purple Hairstreak Neozephyrus quercus Not listed 

Small Copper Lycaenas phlaeas Not listed 

Small Blue Cupido minimus Priority species 

Northern Brown Argus Plebeius artaxerxes Priority species 

Common Blue Polyommatis icarus Not listed 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta Not assessed 

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui Not assessed 

Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae Not listed 

Peacock Inachis io Not listed 

Small Pearl-bordered 

Fritillary 

Boloria selene Priority species 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne Priority species 

Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja Not listed 

Marsh Fritillary Euphydrias aurinia Priority species 

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria Not listed 

Mountain Ringlet Erebia epiphron Priority species 

Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops Not listed 

Grayling Hipparchia semele Priority species 

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina Not listed 

Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus Not listed 

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus Priority species 

Large Heath Coenonympha tullia Priority species 
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Where to find more information 

For more information about Butterflies and Moths in the Highlands, Islands 

and Moray please visit our website, 

 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html  

 

For up to date sightings and information please visit our “In Your Area” 

page on the main Butterfly Conservation website; 

 

http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk  

 

or visit our Facebook page, Butterfly Conservation – Highland Branch; 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ButterflyConservationHighlandsIslands  

 

Contact us 

To contact Highland Branch with contributions for “Latest news”, or on any 

matter relating to Butterflies and Moths in our area, please send an email to; 

 

webmaster@highland-butterflies.org.uk  
 

You can also contact any of the committee members, names and contact 

details are available on the Branch Committee page, page 77. 

 

 

 

 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html
http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ButterflyConservationHighlandsIslands
mailto:webmaster@highland-butterflies.org.uk
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Your lasting legacy 

Have you ever considered leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation in your 

Will? An increasing number of members and friends are choosing to 

support Butterfly Conservation in this way. All gifts, however small, are 

welcome and make a crucial and lasting contribution to the conservation of 

butterflies and moths. Accounting for over one third of voluntary income, 

legacy gifts make a real difference to the work we can undertake. 

 

So as well as leaving gifts to loved ones in your Will, please consider 

leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation, it will help ensure butterflies and 

moths thrive in the years to come. 

 

For more information about leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation and 

sharing your love of butterflies and moths with future generations please 

contact Helen Corrigan;  

 

Tel 01273 453313 or hcorrigan@butterfly-conservation.org or write to her 

at;   

Butterfly Conservation,  

Manor Yard,  

East Lulworth,  

Wareham,  

Dorset  

BH20 5QP 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Butterfly Conservation 

Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468) 

 

Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, 

Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP 

 

Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland 

(SCO39268) 

 

 

 

mailto:hcorrigan@butterfly-conservation.org
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