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Introduction
Jimmy McKellar, Branch Chairman

I have been reflecting on my chairmanship
over the past 15 years, and yes it really is that
long. When I was the novice with no
computer skills, no idea about meetings,
minutes, agendas nor field trips I was terrified.
"Oh you can do it", they all said, but strangely
no one else volunteered. Still it was probably
the best way to be, completely ignorant, and
with that grounding the only way forward, was
up. It was a true baptism by fire. I wasn't
even prepared for the hand over as no one
actually mentioned it would happen at the
AGM. Fortunately it was a small group and I
bodged my way through.
I learnt quickly though and with the correct
templates and a list of all the tasks I thought
I had to do I quickly got to grips with things.
There is a train of thought which says one
should always try something you know
nothing about because you learn so much
more from doing so. How true that is. I took
on the chairmanship knowing almost nothing
about butterflies and barely able to put a
name to the most common of them. I could
tell the difference between a Red Admiral and
a Small Tortoiseshell which was all the more
remarkable since I originate from the southwest of Scotland where all butterflies are Red
Admirals irrespective of species. Such rarities
as Clouded Yellow were just beyond
comprehension. Moths were somewhere
lurking in the background. Still, armed with a
butterfly book and a gung-ho attitude, and
little else, I sallied forth. It was about this time
that I was handed a manual at work and told
I was to be the Network Manager. I was
almost lost for words but managed, “Can I do
this?” to be told “Of course you can”, though
on this occasion the man assuring me couldn't
do the job nor did he volunteer to help. Life
is harsh sometimes.
Still with all its difficulties and taking the blame
for everything I have developed the mental
equivalent of a Rhinoceros hide and a Yosser
Hughes, "Gi'us a job", "I can do that", attitude.
That's all it really takes.

Recording has changed dramatically from
almost all paper-based to almost completely
computer generated. I can state with certainty
it makes for fewer mistakes but when they
happen they are all to often cataclysmic. You
have backed up your records haven't you?
Email was in its infancy and none too easy to
use at the beginning but somehow we have
all come to rely on it and what a bonus that
has been. The immediacy of the the net and
some inspired Forums have given us the tools
to get the answers and keep in touch so much
more easily, and with pictures to clarify all
sorts of tricky problems. There has never
been a better way to keep us all interested
and up to date on events and developments.
The talks too have changed from a couple of
acetates and chat to polished patter with
unfeasibly skilled photography and slick
presentations. Digital projectors and laptops
are everywhere. I still maintain there is room
for the old fashioned talk as often it is the
content which makes the whole experience
more exciting and memorable. I particularly
like it when things go wrong or there are quiet
asides as it is much more like theatre, a true
entertainment.
In the intervening years we have grown as a
branch and there are now around 5 times
more members than in my early days and they
are all interested in butterflies and moths.
Indeed there has been an absolute
mushrooming of interest and membership
such that we can find help for all sorts of
things we didn't even know about before. We
have a very active and capable committee
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Introduction (cont)
and the whole branch is a hive of activity with
different people pursuing there own interests
but ultimately all part of the one branch pulling
together.
What would I do differently? You may think
nothing, I have enjoyed it all. You would be
wrong, I have enjoyed it all but I would have
done some things differently. I would have
picked up the telephone more, because on
reflection I am terrible at phoning. I just prefer
the written word as it gives me more time to
think and much less opportunity to put my foot
in it. I can carefully consider each sentence
and get things right first time around.
So why has it taken me so long to find a willing
replacement to act as a figurehead for our
branch? I really cannot answer that question.
I just do not know. You may have already
guessed where this is leading, “We have a
new Chairman” and I will be taking a back
seat. I intend to stay on committee if I am
elected but in some respects I have run out
of steam. It is time for a fresh look at

butterflies and moths from a different
perspective to maintain the momentum and
carry the branch into new uncharted territory.
Will it be frightening? Not in the least, well
not for me anyway. What alternative views
will a replacement chairman have? Who
knows, but I feel sure they will be entirely
different to my own and just as interesting.
So it simply remains for me to bow out
gracefully and thank you all for putting up with
me, my ramblings and my quaint little ways
over this long appointment as Chairman of
the most northerly, largest (by area) and
probably most challenging outpost Butterfly
Conservation has in the British Isles.
But I cannot go without thanking all those
individuals who gave me the shove to get
started, offered encouragement and generally
kept me on the right track, you know who you
are and thank you. Highland is the best
branch in Britain and I am very proud to have
been able to help it along.

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to
this newsletter, and also to those who sent
their butterfly and moth sightings to our
website in 2011, thus keeping the Latest News
pages constantly updated.
In Summer 2012 the main Butterfly
Conservation website will undergo a redesign,
which will include a set of new ‘In Your Area’
pages based on branch boundaries. Visitors
will be directed to the appropriate page by
entering their postcode.
Each ‘In Your Area’ page will contain up to
date information about the branch, and a link
to the branch website. However, branches will
be able to develop their own ‘In Your Area’
pages by adding new pages and content, and
use these as an alternative to the existing
branch website.

This new approach will give branch websites
a more consistent style and appearance, and
remove the need for editors to have specialist
skills and software.
Branches will be able to choose to have:
the default ‘In Your Area’ page and retain
its current website
extra ‘In Your Area’ pages and have its own
website, both completely under its own
control, or
the ‘In Your Area’ page or pages as its sole
website.
In Highland Branch we have still to decide
which option to choose, but we look forward
to seeing what the new pages will look like,
and will welcome a system that is easier to
maintain.
Bill Slater
web/newsletter volunteer
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A Remarkable Year

2011

Margaret Currie

It's snowing as I sit here reliving 2011 through
some of the wonderful moths we have seen
over the year, and despite the vagaries of the
weather there have been some memorable
moments in the East Ross year of moths.

February was a quiet month, though five
different species of micro moths were
recorded, plus March Moth and Dotted Border
amongst the macros.
A whole spate of new species for the year
followed in March with some amazingly large
numbers of the more common moths being
seen. Early Tooth-striped, Common Quaker,
Clouded Drab and Hebrew Character to name
a few. There were also some outstanding
sightings in March, such as the Lead-coloured
Drab from Strathconon. The only previous
record of this moth in the VC is from a
Rothamsted trap. The highlight this month
was without doubt caught in one of our actinic
traps on the night of 24th March; sitting quietly
waiting to be admired was a Rannoch
Sprawler, a moth we had been hoping to find
for quite some time. What a spectacular sight,
and a new VC106 record, the excitement of
that moment will be a lasting memory.

Though the ideal weather conditions did not
occur very often, which was reflected in the
low numbers of moths seen in traps, at least
one day of adverse weather in April provided
an unexpected bonus (for us, not the
unfortunate moths) when the wind was so
strong Orange Underwings were forced to
shelter in the heather. Normally being out of
reach in the tree tops, to see them so close
was such a pleasure.
Our first moth of the year, on 4th January,
quite appropriately was a Winter Moth, closely
followed by an Angle Shades on 12th
January, both seen on the outside wall of the
house. Throughout January various recorders
contributed records of Chestnut, Mottled
Umber and Satellite, plus a number of others.
The Early Moth reported from Kildary on 24th
January was a big surprise and the first new
VC106 record of 2011.

Rannoch Sprawler (A Scott)

Fifty six different species of moths were seen
in April, though two had starring roles, our first
a sighting of a lovely Puss Moth, locally rare
in East Ross. The second an exceptionally
good record of a female Rannoch Brindled
Beauty, seen near Garve and only known
from one other site in VC106.

Early Moth (N Richards)
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A Remarkable Year (cont)
The weather in June was so poor we only
managed to put traps out on 11 occasions,
but taking into account the records from all
observers the total number of species seen
that month was 112. Despite the weather,
thirty eight species of micro moths, including
several new VC records, were achieved in
June. Of the more unusual moths seen this
month were Small Elephant Hawkmoth, Fourdotted Footman and Saxon. A Rufous Minor
at Kildary rounded off the month nicely.
Though the weather once again was poor
there were a few exceptional records in July;
Chestnut-coloured Carpet, Barred Carpet and
Heath Rivulet, all very rare in VC106. The
highlight of the month began on 4th July when
we received an e-mail from a group of people
doing a Dotterel survey for the RSPB. They
had been seeing Black Mountain Moths on
several different hills in our area.

Puss Moth (A Scott)

Twenty six different micro moths were
recorded throughout May, four of them new
to the VC. Another good month for macro
moths too, with Lead Belle, Broom Tip and
Scorched wing (first recorded here in 2009)
putting in an appearance. Cream Wave
(scotica), seen in the Oakwood at Achilty was
another new moth added to the VC total in
May.
The Black Isle seems to be a particularly good
spot for Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoths,
where they have been recorded from 7
different sites. The group of people who
turned up on 4th June, in less than ideal
weather conditions, for the Highland Branch
meeting in Bogbuie Wood, this year saw five
moths that day (not quite as spectacular as
the previous year when there were almost too
many to count). However a return trip to the
same area on 23rd July to search for the larva
of these fantastic moths was very successful
as 26 of them were counted.

Black Mountain Moth (A Scott)

We have spent several years without success
searching for this moth, so on 13th July, a day
forecast to be warm and sunny, we set out for
Meall Gorm, a Munro in the Fannichs. By the
time we reached 2000ft there was plenty of
the moth's food plant, Crowberry, but no
moths. Doubt began to creep in that we had
chosen the wrong hill, but at 2800ft we saw
what could only be a genuine Black Mountain
Moth flying about in the sunshine, then
another, and another. The day was calm and
they seemed quite happy sitting about on
rocks and occasionally taking a short flight. It
was quite noticeable that they were only
present between 2800ft and 2900ft. We left

Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth (T Mainwood)
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A Remarkable Year (cont)
them to enjoy one of the few days they would
experience of lovely weather conditions and
continued to the summit. Somewhat
overshadowed by the Black Mountain Moths,
some very nice micros were about that day
including Udea uliginosalis, Catoptria
furcatellus and Olethreutes obsoletana.

August Thorn (N Richards)

The 1st October arrived and so did a
Brimstone Moth, well out of its usual JuneJuly flight time in this part of Scotland. There
has always been some doubt about whether
Spruce Carpet is present in VC106 (it can be
tricky to identify) so to find it at five different
locations this year was good news. The two
Sword-grass from Easter Fearn brought
October to an end.

Catoptria furcatellus (A Scott)

August, and another good selection of
records. A Hummingbird Hawkmoth at
Portmahomack and the 4th record of a
Golden-rod Brindle from an overnight trap at
Ardgay Community Woodland. On the night
of 19th August SNH held a moth night at Nigg
RSPB hide, unfortunately it was quite chilly
and the catches were fairly small. Despite that
another new VC record was achieved by the
appearance of Double Lobed. Other moths of
note in August were two that have very rarely
been seen in East Ross, both Coast Dart and
Archer's Dart were caught at Nigg Dunes in
the middle of the month.

The very mild weather during the first half of
November enabled us to trap on a number of
nights. The effort paid off as Juniper Carpet
was caught in Glen Orrin on 2nd November,
quite a rare moth here. Is the moth really rare
or are the moth trappers rare in November?
Just about the last trap of the year was in our
garden, six different types of macro moth plus
an unexpected micro, Udea ferrugalis,
perhaps better known as Rusty Dot Pearl.
What a nice surprise.

Some very nice moths were seen in
September; Grey Chi, Green Silver-lines and
Plain Clay, all quite scarce in the area. Duskylemon Sallow, a moth new to the VC in 2010,
put in an appearance at Kildary on 24th
September. A Convolvulus Hawkmoth was
reported from Contin Island on 19th
September, unfortunately it was dead, but the
first sighting of this fabulous moth since 2007.
The next new VC106 record turned up at
Kildary on 29th September, quite astounding
really, an August Thorn! At this point please
look it up in The Provisional Atlas of the UK's
Larger Moths if you have one.

What do moth-ers do in December? They go
out looking for Goat Moth trees of course,
though we have not found any new ones yet!
So as our first year as moth recorders for
VC106 comes to an end, and having just
refreshed my memory of it, I feel it's been a
remarkable one. The total number of macro
moths found here now totals 377 and
undoubtedly more to come.
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A Remarkable Year (cont)
A very big thank you must go to the people
who have sent moth records in to us over the
year, many thanks to you all. The moths new
to the VC this year, and a few of the really
tricky ones to identify, have been verified by

either Roy Leverton or Mark Young. We are
very grateful that they are prepared to share
their wisdom and give of their time so
generously. Thank you both.

Report from the West Coast, 2011
Brian Neath, County Moth Recorder, VC105, West Ross
SUMMARY
Despite the disappointing weather during
2011 there was an interesting mix of ups and
downs on the lepidoptera front. Again I
recorded only one new moth species but the
Satin Lutestring attracted to the Robinson trap
on 14th June was also a first record for
VC105 West Ross. Other highlights included
my first January record of March Moth on
27th, a Scarce Prominent on 2nd May, finding
a new colony of Argent & Sable on 12th June,
an Angle-striped Sallow on 9th September
and a record count of 144 Scotch Argus on
the Carr Brae butterfly transect on 22nd
August.
BUTTERFLIES
The beautiful weather in April resulted in my
earliest record to date of Green-veined White
on the 10th. However, although frequently
recorded, Green-veined White numbers
remained low and nowhere were they seen
in double figures. The first three Pearlbordered Fritillaries were seen on the 30th,
only my third April record of this species. The
Pearl-bordered Fritillary also peaked early
with a count of 16 on 7th May, a typical peak
count for this small colony. There were still
seven present on 3rd June just before the
weather changed with a vengeance and none
were seen subsequently.
Of the other early butterflies the Orange-tip
fared the best. I had more sightings in the
garden than ever before although only single
individuals except for two on one occasion.
The species was widely reported with an
exceptional count of 26 being seen by Ishbel

Cameron at Drumbuie on 30th April. The
Peacock was also widely reported between
9th April and 7th May but in lower numbers
than in recent years. By contrast I saw only a
single Green Hairstreak on 15th April and I
received no reports from other observers.
Small Pearl-bordered and Dark Green
Fritillaries both had a poor season, their flight
periods coinciding with the worst spell of
June/July weather for several years. No more
than five Small Pearl-bordered were recorded
on the Carr Brae transect while Dark Green
Fritillary was seen on only two transect visits,
three on 20th July and a single on 30th July.
One species almost seemed to thrive on the
dismal weather. This was the Scotch Argus
which was widely reported from 18th July to
26th September. The three seen on the Carr
Brae transect on the latter date were the latest
I have ever recorded by a remarkable eleven
days. As well as the 144 already mentioned
in the Summary, the transect also produced
61 on the 30th July and 92 on 27th August
while Hugh and Margaret Scott counted 30 in
the Kinloch Woods, Skye on 4th September.
There were relatively few records of Speckled
Wood in the spring. Hugh and Margaret Scott
found 15 in the Kinloch Woods on 30th April
but I saw no more than two on the Carr Brae
transect between 26th April and 7th May. As
usual the second brood was more prolific with
butterflies widely reported between 1st July
and 12th October. Hugh and Margaret Scott
saw 26 in the Kinloch Woods on 4th
September although these were spread over
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Report from the West Coast, 2011 (cont)

four one-kilometre squares. My Speckled
Wood year ended with two surprising records
- one at my Robinson moth trap on the
morning of 30th September and an
exceptionally late individual on 12th October.
As with the fritillary species few people report
Speckled Wood sightings presumably due to
a lack of confidence in identifying this species.
By contrast the Peacock, despite its relatively
recent arrival in the area, tends to be reported
by more people than any other species. The
37 reports of Peacock came from nine
observers
whilst the same number of
Speckled Wood records came from just three.
The highest count was of seven Peacock on
the Carr Brae transect on 26th September.
Those formerly common relatives of the
Peacock, Red
Admiral and
Small
Tortoiseshell, are now much scarcer than the
new arrival and I saw only one Small
Tortoiseshell and two Red Admirals during
2011. The 13 records of Red Admiral in
Lochalsh included five from Hubert Hunton's
garden at Balmacara. His six on 27th August
was the only report of more than two and I
know of only five Lochalsh records of Small
Tortoiseshell and these included three from
the same garden.

Grayling (J Merryweather)

MOTHS
The year started with a record count of 65
Winter Moths attracted to our windows on 3rd
January with Mottled Umber, Pale Brindled
Beauty, Chestnut and March Moth also
recorded during the month. Dotted Border
and Mottled Grey were the only additional
species seen during February, with five
Mottled Grey the highest count of any species
attracted to the windows.
22nd March saw the first large catch at the
Robinson trap with 104 moths of an
impressive 15 species. Amazingly this count
was only exceeded on two further occasions
during the year with 167 moths of 15 species
on 8th April and 109 moths of 27 species on
19th July. The best species count was a
modest 35 on 9th August.
The 15 species on 8th April included a record
count for VC105 of 39 Brindled Pugs as well
as a Brindled Ochre and a Yellow-barred
Brindle.
On 2nd May the 63 moths of 24 species
included a Scarce Prominent and three Grey
Birch. A Scorched Wing on 14th May was the
only one seen during 2011 but this was the
eighth consecutive year in which this species
has occurred in our garden on Carr Brae.
Surprisingly there are still no VC105 records

Small Heath numbers were well down on
previous years with a maximum of only eight
on the transect compared with a range of from
25 to 40 for the years 2006 to 2010. Large
Heath is a very local species in Lochalsh and
two seen at a remote upland site on 29th July
was my only sighting of the year.
Two rare species for Lochalsh were recorded
during the year. Gavin Skipper of the National
Trust for Scotland found a Small Copper at
Erbusaig on 4th May and James
Merryweather photographed a Grayling on
the Plock of Kyle on 5th August. To the best
of my knowledge there are less than ten
records of both of these species for the
Lochalsh area.
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Report from the West Coast, 2011(cont)
from any other site. The Speckled Yellow is
another moth for which there are no records
north of Lochalsh. The 2011 sightings
included three near Killilan on 4th May, the
first records for NG93. A Mother Shipton was
seen at the same site on the same day and
another interesting record in the same area
was that of a Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth seen by Muriel Rogers on 6th May along
the River Ling.
Along with the Satin Lutestring on 14th June
were three Yellow-ringed Carpet, a Saxon
and three Green Silver-lines amongst the 29
species trapped. The newly discovered
colony of Argent & Sable was found on
remote, impoverished moorland near Loch an
Iasaich on 12th June with six adults seen at
an altitude of about 250 metres.

Satin Lutestring

There were four July records of Barred
Carpet, two at the windows and two attracted
to the Robinson trap. This moth has now been
recorded for nine consecutive years in
Lochalsh but there are still no VC105 records
from further north.
A Dark Sword-grass was attracted to the
Robinson trap on 18th August but on the
whole August was rather disappointing as
was the rest of the year with very few
evenings suitable for trapping.
In the
circumstances it was a good year for Yellowringed Carpet with eight records between
June and September including three
individuals on two occasions.

Ishbel Cameron and Charlene and Laura
MacLeod kept up the good work at Drumbuie
and were rewarded with yet another Bordered
Grey on 20th July. This was the fifth record
for Drumbuie, just single sightings each year
and all between 13th July and 7th August.
Amongst their other sightings were a Herald
on 4th May, Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet on
30th May and 3rd June, Saxon on 3rd June,
Chestnut-coloured Carpet on 11th and 21st
July and a Pale Eggar on 1st September.
Barbara Macritchie of the National Trust for
Scotland set a Skinner trap at a new site at
Balmacara Square on 23rd August. The
promising catch included 16 Rosy Rustic, 6
Crescent and single Dun-bar and Gold
Spangle, my only 2011 sightings of these four
species. There are remarkably few records
of Dun-bar in the VC105 (West Ross)
database and the Marbled Coronet is another
uncommon moth in West Ross. Barbara
trapped one of these on the Drumbuie croft
land on 24th June.
NATIONAL MOTH RECORDING SCHEME
As VC105 Moth Recorder I received a number
of interesting records during the year.
Pete Moore paid a return visit to the Morvich
area in April. On 22nd he and Hilary Swift
attracted 34 moths of 12 species to a 15w
Actinic trap. These included a Herald, nine
Powdered Quaker and two Pebble Prominent.
The Herald is uncommon in West Ross but
three records during 2011 brought the total
up to nineteen.

Herald (Pittman)

Macro Moth Highlights from
East Sutherland, VC107, in 2011
Tony Mainwood, County Moth Recorder
This is the first year an attempt has been
made to produce a report on moths for VC107
and it has also been the first year where a
concerted effort was made to cover a wider
range of sites through the "season". Records
were received from Helen Crossley, Will
Hayward, Robert Homan, David MacAllister,
Dean Macaskill, Isla Plumtree, Fay Wilkinson
and Duncan Williams so a big thank you to all
them.

Six species were added to what currently
stands as the vice-county list with Moths
Count. There may be some older records
awaiting verification but Small Dusty Wave,
Spruce Carpet, Juniper Carpet, Marsh Pug,
Dwarf Pug and Small Clouded Brindle are all
thought to be first authenticated records in
2011. In addition there were 419 first records
for 10km squares in East Sutherland, though
there may be a few of these where earlier
records have not yet been verified.

Considerable effort was put into boosting the
species lists for some of the 10km squares
but also attempts were made to target one or
two of the scarcer species as well as a
number of designated sites. Others with much
longer experience than mine tell me it was a
rather poor year for moths but there was more
than enough to keep me busy; sometimes
puzzled and frequently turning to Roy
Leverton for help with identifications. I have
been particularly grateful to Roy for his very
generous help for without it I'm sure many of
us would really struggle with identifications
and numerous mistakes would go
uncorrected.

There were obviously large numbers of
records of the commoner species but the
following is a selection of some of species of
particular interest or which were represented
by only a handful of records.
Poplar Lutestring, Tethea or 5 records from
4 sites (Rogart, Strath Carnaig, Spinningdale
and Achany Glen - all in different 10km
squares) between 15 Jun and 4 Jul. All
associated with aspen.
Cream Wave, Scopula floslactata One at
Spinningdale on 2 Jun.

There is currently a lot of interest in aspen
and when Roy ferreted out some old records
of Dark Bordered Beauty from SE Sutherland
and some specimens were located in the
Natural History Museum it led to the intriguing
prospect of possibly finding a relict colony of
this highly specialised and very scarce moth.
Unfortunately no specific sites were
mentioned in the records so it was just a case
of selecting a number of aspen sites to target.
No Dark Bordered Beauties were found but
they appeared to be quite scarce this year at
the handful of known sites further south
(possibly because the weather was rather
cold and damp during the flight period) so it
maybe wasn't the best of years for a search.
However, it did result in an interesting
collection of records of some of the other
species associated with aspen.

Small Dusty Wave

Small Dusty Wave, Idaea seriata One at
Golspie on 8 Aug.
Shoulder Stripe, Anticlea badiata Singles at
Achavandra Muir and Loch Fleet both on 2
Apr.
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Macro Moth Highlights from East Sutherland (cont)

Slender-striped Rufous
Spruce Carpet

Slender-striped Rufous, Coenocalpe lapidate
(Nationally scarce A ie only recorded in 16 30 10km squares in Great Britain since 1980)
There were records in three new 10km
squares (north of Lairg, Strath Brora and
Achavandra Muir) all in late September.
Previous available records were one in a
Rothamstead trap near Rogart in 1984 and a
further 31 records in another Rothamstead
trap at Lairg between 1985 and 1990 with
further records from nearby in 1994. Its flight
season (September to early October) and
habitat (rough upland pasture and open
moorland; often associated with wet flushes
dominated by rushes) probably make it
unlikely to be recorded by visiting moth
recorders so it is probably under-recorded.
There is certainly plenty of scope for further
survey work.

Spruce Carpet, Thera britannica After the first
at Rogart on 28 Sep there were further records
through October at Rogart, Achavandra Muir,
Golspie and Loch Fleet with a final individual
at Golspie on 19 Nov. An interesting species
that has expanded north in recent years. Roy
Leverton reported the first ones in Banffshire
in 2006 and Jeff Waddell recorded one at
Cambusavie on 19 Aug 2010 though
unfortunately hadn't realised the significance
of it being a first record for the vice county and
hadn't taken a photograph to fully authenticate
a first record. 2011 was also the first year that
Spruce Carpet was recorded in Easter Ross
(VC106) and proved to be reasonably
widespread.

Argent & Sable, Rheumaptera hastate
(Nationally scarce B ie recorded in 31-100
10km squares in Great Britain since 1980) An
impressive collection of records from Duncan
Williams involved 9 different 10km squares.
Three records referred to adults but the others
were all of larval spinnings.
Pugs - the following records resulted partly
from the local recorders becoming a bit more
confident at tackling pug identification but
particularly from having the backup of Roy
Leverton's expertise available to confirm
identifications from photographs. They will be
much more frequent than these records might
suggest but at least we are starting to get to
grips with them.

Juniper Carpet

Juniper Carpet, Thera juniperata There were
4 at Rogart and one at Golspie all on 21 Oct again first records for the VC.
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Macro Moth Highlights from East Sutherland (cont)
Green Pug, Pasiphila rectangulata One at
Spinningdale on 4 Jul and one at Rogart on
30 Jul.
Treble-bar, Aplocera plagiata Singles at
Spinningdale, Golspie and Achany Glen
between 31 Jul and 23 Aug.
Yellow-barred Brindle, Acasis viretata
Individuals were at Achavandra Muir on 17
Apr, 10 May and 15 Jul.

Marsh Pug (Dean Macaskill)

Marsh Pug, Eupithecia pygmaeata One at
Achavandra Muir on 13 Jul appears to be the
first vice-county record.
Satyr Pug, Eupithecia satyrata Dean
Macaskill recorded three at Achavandra Muir
between 13 and 25 May.
Tawny Speckled Pug, Eupithecia icterata
There were two records from Loch Fleet on
13 Aug and 2 Sep.
Ochreous Pug, Eupithecia indigata Loch Fleet
and Achavandra Muir were the locations of
the three records between 7 and 11 May.

Bordered Beauty

Narrow-winged Pug, Eupithecia nanata 4
records from Golspie, Achavandra Muir and
Dalchork Wood (north of Lairg) between 25
May and 11 Aug.

Bordered Beauty, Epione repandaria There
were 7 records between 14 Aug and 2 Sep
ranging from Rogart to The Mound, Strath
Carnaig, Achany Glen and Achavandra
Muir.

Larch Pug, Eupithecia lariciata Singles
recorded at Golspie, Achavandra Muir and
Achany Glen between 29 Jun and 26 Jul.

Dotted Border, Agriopis marginaria Three
records, Loch Fleet 26 Feb, Golspie 8 Apr
and Achavandra Muir 13 Apr.
Scottish Annulet, Gnophos obfuscate
Singles at Coul Links, Loch Fleet on 17 Jul
and 3 Aug.
Grey Scalloped Bar, Dyscia fagaria Singles
at Achavandra Muir on 10 and 27 May and
one at Achrimsdale, Brora on 17 May.
Puss Moth, Cerura vinula Just one reord at
Achavandra Muir on 27 Apr.

Dwarf Pug

Dwarf Pug, Eupithecia tantillaria Records of
three individuals at Golspie and Achavandra
between 6 and 31 May.

Scarce Prominent, Odontosia carmelita
Singles at Golspie on 17 and 20 Apr.
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Macro Moth Highlights from East Sutherland (cont)

Vapourer

Vapourer, Orgyia antiqua Singles at Loch
Fleet on 13 Aug and Golspie on 23 Aug and
23 Oct.

Gothic

Gothic, Naenia typica Two at Rogart on 30
Jul and one at Achavandra Muir also on 30
Jul.

Least Black Arches

Least Black Arches, Nola confusalis One at
Golspie on 19 May and one at Achavandra
Muir on 21 May.
Dark Sword-grass, Agrotis ipsilon One at
Achavandra Muir on 9 Sep and one at Rogart
on 28 Sep.
Portland Moth, Actebia praecox One
Achavandra Muir on 2 Aug, one Loch Fleet
on 19 Aug with two on 22 Aug.

Shears

Shears, Hada plebeja Singles at Achavandra
Muir on 25 May and at Loch Fleet on 14 June.

Neglected Rustic, Xestia castanea 9 records
from Achavandra Muir, Astle, Achany Glen,
Rogart, Loch Fleet and Golspie between 17
Aug and 9 Sep.

Powdered Quaker, Orthosia gracilis Singles at
Achavandra Muir on 24 Apr and 8 May.
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Macro Moth Highlights from East Sutherland (cont)
Shark, Cucullia umbratica Singles
Achavandra Muir 17 and 27 Jun.

at

Orange Sallow, Xanthia citrago One at
Golspie on 4 Sep.

Sword-grass, Xylena exsoleta Four records
between 23 Sep and 4 Oct.

Poplar Grey, Acronicta megacephala
Singles at Rogart on 15 Jun and at
Achavandra Muir on 1 Jul

Merveille du Jour, Dichonia aprilina Two at
Rogart on 28 Sep.

Light Knot Grass, Acronicta menyanthidis
One at Achavandra Muir on 25 May.
Sweet Gale Moth, Acronicta euphorbiae
One at Achavandra Muir on 1 Jun.
Straw Underwing, Thalpophila matura 5
records at Loch Fleet between 19 Jun and 5
Aug.
Saxon, Hyppa rectilinea Records from
Spinningdale and Achavandra Muir between
2 and 19 Jun.

Brindled Green

Brindled Green, Dryobotodes eremita One in
the oak wood at Spinningdale on 20 Aug.
Flounced Chestnut, Agrochola helvola Two
at Spinningdale on 18 Sep.

Northern Arches

Northern Arches, Apamea zeta assimilis One
at Golspie on 1 Aug
Small Clouded Brindle, Apamea unanimis One
at Loch Fleet on 14 Jun.
Green Silver-lines, Pseudoips prasinana One
at at Golspie on 25 May.
Suspected

Lempke's Gold Spot, Plusia putnami Several
records between 2 and 13 Aug of a species
that is thought to have increased considerably.

Suspected, Parastichtis suspecta Singles at
Achany Glen on 11 and 23 Aug and at
Spinningdale on 20 Aug.
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Macro Moth Highlights from East Sutherland (cont)
in frequency and may be taking over from
Gold Spot in some areas of Highland.

Northern Deep-brown Dart, Aporophyla
lueneburgensis 4 records from Loch Fleet and
Achavandra Muir between 19 and 31 Aug.

Small Fan-foot, Herminia grisealis Singles at
Spinningdale on 2 Jun and at Golspie on 29
Jun.

Macro-moths in VC96,
East Inverness-shire, in 2011
Pete Moore, County Moth Recorder
This review covers the highlights of the 4000
macro-moth records received for 2011 as of
the end of January 2012. There are certainly
more records out there that have not yet made
it to my e-mail inbox!
New species for the VC
Only one new species was added to the list
this year (compared to an exceptional six new
species in 2010) but it was also a new species
for Scotland! This was Conformist,
subspecies furcifera, caught at RSPB Insh
Marshes on April 9th by Matthew Deans and
Paul Bryant, visiting moth enthusiasts from
Suffolk. In Britain there have only been about
fourteen records ever of this subspecies and
this was only the second record since 1946.
Subspecies suffusa was known to be resident
in South Wales between 1859 and 1959 but
with no further records is now thought to be
extinct. Subspecies furcifera, as caught at
Insh Marshes, is believed to be an immigrant.
However, this is not known with certainty and
so there is speculation in some quarters as to
the chance of there being a hitherto
undiscovered breeding colony at Insh
Marshes!
Species recorded in 2011 that have ten or
fewer records in the VC database (number
of previous records given in brackets)
Heart & Club (3) Nairn, east beach (Steve
Whitehouse, David Jackson & Terry Thomas)

Large
Red-belted
Clearwing
(1)
Dalreichart, Glen Moriston (Jane Bowman)
Lyme Grass (1) Nairn, east beach (Steve
Whitehouse, David Jackson & Terry Thomas)
Magpie Moth (3) Two records - Inverness
(Ewan Munro) and Aigas (in traps set by Tony
Mainwood for the BC Highland branch micromoth workshop.
Marbled Beauty (3) Four more records, all
Inverness (Ewan Munro). Ewan's records of
this species and Magpie moth, above, show
that you don't have to live out in the
countryside to get good moth records.
Oak Nycteoline (7) RSPB Insh Marshes
(Marc Botham)
Small Clouded Brindle (7)
Beauly (Dr
Julian Clarke)
Small Dusty Wave (2) RSPB Insh Marshes
(Steve Wilkinson). The previous two records
were both in Tom Prescott's garden!
UKBAP species
Goat moth Two records from a new site in
Invermoriston (Jon Smith)
Dark Bordered Beauty Regular monitoring
was carried out at the two VC96 colonies,
which included searches for larvae as well as
light trapping for adults. The number of adults
recorded was down on last year and
distribution appeared to have contracted at
one of the sites. However, the lower numbers
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Macro-moths in VC96, East Inverness-shire (cont)
may have been due, in part at least, to the
unusually cold weather during the 2011 flight
period which will have reduced moth activity.
Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth Seven
records received.
Netted Mountain moth
Four records
received
Barred Tooth-striped
One record, at a
regular site- Inverfarigaig (Rosemary Holt)
Sword-grass
Two records - Kiltarlity
(Malcolm Harvey) and RSPB Insh Marshes
(Matthew Deans)
Postscript

Due to other demands on my time and
energy, I feel unable to continue in my role as
VC96 moth recorder. I was a relative
newcomer to moths when I became recorder,
several years ago, and it has been a steep
learning curve. I have very much enjoyed my
time as recorder and I hope to carry out these
duties again in the future, probably when I
retire (not for a while yet!) and have more time
on my hands. In the meantime I will continue
to be very involved with moths and butterflies.
I am very grateful to Mike Taylor for agreeing
to take on the mantle of recorder for VC96 in
addition to VC95.

Moth highlights from VC95, Moray
Mike Taylor, County Moth Recorder
Despite the less than ideal weather that we
experienced during much of last year the
resident and visiting moth recorders continue
to submit an impressive number of records.
There were 3790 macro moth records and
686 micro moth records giving a total for the
year so far of 4476. This number will go up as
I know that there are still more records to
come in. The number of macro moth species
seen last year was 274 out of the full VC95
list of 363. Many thanks to all those who have
sent in these records.
There was one new macro moth species for
the vice-county found last year. A Death'shead Hawk-moth was found by Cherry Fairley
in Elgin on 10th October on the ground in the
car park near her place of work. This
spectacular moth is a migratory species and
this far north is only occasionally found on the
Scottish mainland, so very well done for
spotting it.
Six new micro moth species were found last
year. Three Tortricodes alternella were

trapped by James Hammond in Forres during
February and March. This is a species that is
more common in the central belt and further
south so it was I was surprised to find one
myself in Culbin Forest in a different 10km
square two weeks after James' first record.
The next new micro moth was again from
James Hammond in Forres who trapped two
Enarmonia formosana, a very attractive tortrix
and one of the few with a common name, the
Cherry-bark Moth. This is the most northerly
record for this species to date. Mark Young
found one Eulamprotes immaculatella in July
at Lien of Garmouth and Mike Taylor a
Scoparia pyralella in Boat of Garten in June
plus Stigmella microtheriella from a leaf mine
near Relugas and Caloptilia syringella again
from a leaf mine at Brodie Castle.
Other notable records include: Goat Moth
Larvae found in Culbin by Margaret Gill and
Don Cathro. Seventeen records for Kentish
Glory from Marc Botham, John Knowler, Peter
Stronach, Pete Moore and Mike Taylor.
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Moth highlights from VC95, Moray (cont)
Eighteen records for Netted Mountain Moth
from Marc Botham, John Knowler, Pete
Moore and Mike Taylor. Dark Bordered
Beauty with two records from Kevin Rylands.

Golden-rod Pug in Boat of Garten, Mike
Taylor
Broad-barred White at Kinloss, Allan
Lawrence

Rannoch Sprawler, Sluggan (M Taylor)
Merveille du Jour (M Taylor)

A moth trapping event to look for Rannoch
Sprawler at Sluggan near Carrbridge proved
successful and added one more 10km square
for this local speciality.

Merveille du Jour at Forres, Dunphail
and Boat of Garten, James Hammond,
Fiona Hay, Mike Taylor
Orange Sallow at Dell of Abernethy,
Mark Hammond
Sweet Gale Moth in Boat of Garten, Mike
Taylor
Coronet in Forres, James Hammond
Northern Arches near Grantown and on
Dava Moor, Kevin Rylands, Mike Taylor
Green Silver-lines in Forres, James
Hammond

Coast Dart, Findhorn (M Taylor)

Small Purple-barred at Lochindorb, Peter
& Pauline Heathcote

At another event on Findhorn Dunes in
August five Portland Moth plus large numbers
of Coast Dart and Archer's Dart were amongst
the catch along with the third VC record of the
well named Uncertain.
Finally a number of species where there are
less than ten VC95 records were also
recorded during 2011:
Orange Swift in Aviemore, Audrey & Bob
Turner
Marsh Pug at Hopeman and Covesea,
Mike & Britt Taylor

Straw Dot near Grantown, Kevin Rylands.
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A very welcome visitor
Roy Leverton
As the warm spring gave way to yet another poor
summer, 2011 looked set to be my poorest-ever
year for moths. I was glad we had stopped trying
to make our own hay - it would have been a
disaster. Another long spell of north-westerly
gales and squally showers wrecked the garden
in early August, bruising fruit crops, damaging
vegetables and trashing my carefully tended
nectar plants. Our last good
summer had been in 2006.
That seemed in the distant
past.
The gales had finally eased
by 9th August. It was a
whole week since I'd been
able to run my light trap.
Perhaps I should put it out
simply to avoid too long a
gap in the data, even
though it was far from a
perfect evening? More from
duty than in hope, I set it up
and switched it on.
At this time of year the
buddleia bushes attract
many moths. We have
space for several large
ones, grown from self-sown
seedlings rescued from the vegetable beds. Over
the years they have produced many interesting
records. Besides, it's always enjoyable to watch
moths behaving naturally, going about their
nightly business in their normal fashion. A gentle
stroll round the garden with a torch at dusk is a
pleasant end to the day, especially when
followed by a wee dram. Not that I was expecting
to see much after the bad weather we'd had.
Indeed, the first species I saw couldn't have been
more commonplace - Large Yellow Underwing
and Dark Arches, gorging on the nectar in the
buddleia sprigs on the lee side of the bushes,
less battered by the gales. More kept arriving as
I stood there, flying past my head as they sought
out the best blooms. Then suddenly I was buzzed
by something altogether bigger and more
powerful. Its wings made a melodious hum, like
a child's spinning top. This was much more
exciting - it could only be a hawk-moth!
Identifying the species was difficult. The moth
was just too quick for me in the gathering gloom.

Its flight was erratic, zig-zagging here and there.
It would pause only briefly at one sprig before
jinking to the next. By the time I focussed the
torch it had moved on. Eventually I did manage
a moment's clear view - Bedstraw Hawk-moth!
And what a beauty!
Having established its identity, I hurried back to
the house for my net. It would be nice to have a
closer examination of such
a rare visitor, and maybe
take some photographs. But
would the moth still be there
when I got back? I feared the
worst. Sure enough, there
was no sign of it. Never mind
- what a privilege it had been
to see it.
For the next half hour I
wandered forlornly round the
garden, scanning every
buddleia bush in turn and
the honeysuckle too, this
time with net in hand. There
was no sign of my Bedstraw
Hawk-moth. It could be
miles away by now. Time for
that nightcap, but first I'd
check the light trap on the
lawn. And there was my moth, sitting quietly on
an egg tray. Superb!
Needless to say, I took a large number of
photographs the next day, trying for the 'perfect
shot' despite the poor light. The moth was a large
fresh female with scarcely a scratch on it. Despite
its size and striking appearance, the disruptive
markings on its forewings and abdomen
effectively broke up its shape. It would be hard
to spot when resting on tangled low vegetation.
That evening the weather was windy and rainy
yet again. Even so, I thought it best to release
the moth in a sheltered place. It fed briefly at
honeysuckle despite the conditions. The next
night it was still here, now back on the buddleia
where it first appeared. I enjoyed good views of
it hovering agilely at the highest blooms,
silhouetted again the dusk sky. What a fine
display of precision flying! At least 2011 had
provided one memorable highlight.
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The Lady's Smock
(Cardamine pratensis) fights back
Helen Mainwood
The Lady's Smock in our not very wet garden
pond (grid ref NH824999) produced lots of
blooms last summer and Orange Tip
(Anthocharis
cardamines)
butterflies,
including at least one female, were seen
around it on several occasions. Following
these sightings upwards of 20 eggs were
found on plants and subsequently at least 14
caterpillars appeared. These were gradually
whittled down to seven well grown ones.
In early July while checking to see how the
caterpillars were progressing I noticed one
caught up in the rolled up outer cover of a ripe
seed pod. A later check showed it was still
there and dead. Over time it gradually
decayed.
A few days later, by which time I could only
find three, I spotted another one caught in the
same way and it too was unable to escape
and died (see photograph).
Other seed pods had the seed pod covers
rolled back too and I have read this is the
normal way the plant disperses its seeds.

I presume others have observed caterpillars
being killed in this way. Was it just
coincidence that these two caterpillars were
in the "wrong place" just as the pods exploded
or could the presence of the caterpillar have
triggered the response?

The Garden Moth Scheme 2011
Heather Young, GMS co-ordinator, Scotland
The Garden Moth Scheme (GMS) runs from early March to early November, with people recording
the numbers of around 260 species of the more common moths in their gardens once a week
throughout this period. Further information on the findings of the GMS for the whole of the UK and
Ireland, both current and historical, is available in the form of annual reports and quarterly
newsletters, which can be found in the Downloads section of the web-site:
http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk

At the time of writing (early January 2012), 21 sets of results have been returned from Scottish
gardens for the GMS 2011. Of these, 8 are from the Glasgow & South-west (G&SW) BC branch
region, 8 from the East, and 5 from Highland (including 2 from Shetland and 1 from the Outer
Hebrides).
Members counted 26,696 individual moths of 228 species at an average of 1,271 per garden
over 679 trapping events (ideally everyone traps once a week for 36 weeks - inevitably some
weeks are missed, but these are kept to a minimum), and not including any 'extra' species
encountered that are not on the monitored list of common moths. The figures ranged from a
total of 66 on a Glasgow balcony to 5,509 in a large rural garden on South Uist.
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The Garden Moth Scheme (cont)

Dark Arches (opposite) was the commonest moth overall,
occurring in every garden from Shetland to the Borders, and
in triple figures in 9 / 21 of them. The Scottish top 20 are shown
below, along with their regional averages - figures highlighted
in bold designate the regional Number One species.

AVERAGE / GARDEN
Scotland G&SW
East
Highland
Dark Arches
True Lover’s Knot
Hebrew Character
Large Yellow Underwing
Common Quaker
Common Rustic Aggregate
Square-spot Rustic
Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing
Chestnut
Small Wainscot
Clouded Drab
Dotted Clay
Lesser Yellow Underwing
Antler Moth
Rosy Rustic
Red Chestnut
Bird-cherry Ermine
Beautiful Golden Y
Agriphila tristella
Burnished Brass aggregate

144
94
89.4
82.6
68.5
42.8
33.9
31
30
28.2
24.8
24.4
21.2
19.1
16.5
16.2
15.7
13.4
13
12

Occasionally, a locally abundant species
can occur in such large numbers in a single
garden that it ends up in a high position in
the charts - True Lover's Knot is an example
of this, with almost all of them recorded from
South Uist.

79.6
0.9
27
91
25
28.5
1.3
21.1
6.5
0.6
9.8
23.1
14.1
6
3.5
0.4
5.3
6.9
8.5
3.5

89.9
0.3
173.3
69
153.6
48
8.6
58.5
72
3.3
53.8
37.4
34.3
14.8
23.3
4.5
35.9
8.5
18
14.9

333.4
392.8
55
90.8
1.8
57.2
126.4
3
0.2
112.2
2.4
5.6
11.6
47.2
26.4
60.4
0
31.8
12.4
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AVERAGE / GARDEN

Regionally, on average Highland recorders
trapped the highest number of moths, with
the fewest being encountered in Glasgow &
South-west, as shown opposite.
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Scotland

1271.2

G&SW

637.3

East

1507.6

Highland

1907.4

The Garden Moth Scheme (cont)
This can be slightly misleading though, as other factors such as trap type do have an effect. The
members in G&SW have a greater diversity of trap type than those in the rest of the country, with
a much greater use of actinic tubes, as shown in the figure below:

The top 20 for the Highland branch region is shown below, along with their overall rank in Scotland
as a whole. It is interesting to note that several species seem to be more common in the region
than they are in other parts of Scotland (apart from the aforementioned True Lover's Knot), such
as Autumnal Rustic and Buff Ermine.

True Lovers’ Knot

AVERAGE / RANK
GARDEN
SCOTLAND
392.8
2

Dark Arches

333.4

1

Square-spot Rustic

126.4

7

Small Wainscot

112.2

10

Large Yellow Underwing

90.8

4

Red Chestnut

60.3

16

Common Rustic aggregate

57.2

6

Hebrew Character

55

3

Antler Moth

47.2

14

Garden Tiger

37.8

24

Beautiful Golden Y

31.8

18

Dusky Brocade

28.6

28

Smoky Wainscot

27.8

22

21

The Garden Moth Scheme (cont)

Table continued from previous page

Brown Silver-line

AVERAGE / RANK
GARDEN
SCOTLAND
26.8
34

Rosy Rustic

26.4

15

Buff Ermine

26

40

Bright-line Brown-eye

25

37

Clouded-bordered Brindle

22.6

31

Burnished Brass aggregate

21

20

Autumnal Rustic

20.8

42

When all results for 2011 have been returned,
a slightly more detailed report will be available
in the Scotland section of the GMS web-site,
and eventually a full Annual Report for the
whole of the UK will be published and be
available for download by interested parties.
The GMS is still relatively new to Scotland,
although it has been operating since 2003 in
the West Midlands, and it will be a few years
before any trends can be established in terms
of 'winners and losers' amongst our common
garden moths. There is still plenty of
opportunity for new members to take part, and
I would welcome enquiries from anyone,
experienced moth-er or complete beginner,
who would like more information on the
scheme.
The new recording season starts at the
beginning of March, and there are lots of gaps
in coverage across the country that we would
like to fill, but even two different gardens in
the same town can have very different moth
communities, so please get in touch if you can
trap regularly (at least 27 / 36 weeks) between
March and November.
heather.young@tiscali.co.uk

GMS: taking part in Aviemore
Audrey Turner
mainly Birch, woodland. There is quite a bit of
light pollution which has increased over the
last couple of years due to quite a few new
houses being built. Looking back at my
results, I managed to trap in 34 of the 36
weeks and all bar 4 were on the Friday. Out
of those 34 weeks there were 7 weeks when
I caught no moths, mainly those weeks were
when we had low temperatures. My largest
catch was 37 individuals, which although a bit
disappointing, at least meant I was able to
identify my catches fairly quickly.

Around this time last year I decided that 2011
would be the year I'd trap once a week from
spring until autumn in my garden and see what
moths are in my local. I'd heard a little about
the Garden Moth Scheme and decided to find
out a bit more about it, and see if I could
contribute.
The idea is simple, everyone taking part puts
their trap out, in the same place in their garden
every Friday night until Saturday morning
during the hours of darkness no matter the
weather, unless the weather is due to be so
bad that putting the trap out would endanger,
the moths or yourself. You can put the trap
out up to 3 days early or late, if you are going
to be on holiday for example, so there is some
flexibility. You can miss a couple of weeks but
it is best if no gap is longer than 3 weeks and
you should be recording for at least 27 of the
36 weeks.

Notable species, to me anyway, were Mapwinged Swift, Orange Swift, Yellow Horned,
Pine Beauty and Canary-shouldered Thorn
which were all new to the garden. There were
also plenty of old favourites, Beautiful Golden
Y, Sallow Kitten, Brimstone, Swallow
Prominent and a beautiful Garden Tiger.
As I write this, it's only a few weeks until the
Garden Moth Scheme starts for 2012, and I
intend to take part again. There is also a
winter scheme for those intrepid enough to not
mind a bit of snow and ice in their traps.

You are sent a spreadsheet to complete, which
includes a list of the more common species,
mainly macro-moths, but some micros as well,
although some common, but difficult, moths
aren’t included, for example some of the Pug
species. The lists are slightly different for
different parts of the country to reflect the
variations in species distribution. Each week
you fill in the date you trapped and the number
of each species that you catch; there is also a
way to indicate a zero catch, which is also
important to record.

Anyone interested in taking part can find
more information on the GMS website:
http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk/

Every quarter you send the spreadsheet to
your local co-ordinator and there is a
newsletter which is sent out with information
on numbers of species caught and increases
or decreases on previous years. There is also
a Garden Moths group on Yahoo which I found
interesting as I would be reading about
people's catches in the south and then start
getting some of those species in my own
garden a couple of weeks later.
I live near the north end of Aviemore at the end
of a cul-de-sac with an open area outside my
back garden which leads up to some mixed,
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Map-winged Swift

Pine Beauty

Canary-shouldered
Thorn

Sallow Kitten

Volunteers set out to trap elusive moth
pollinator
Dr Andy Scobie

The flowers of Lesser Butterfly-orchid (Platanthera bifolia) are
adapted for pollination by night-flying moths, but it is currently
unknown which species of moth act as pollinators for the orchid in
Scotland. Last year, a request was made by the Cairngorms Rare
Plants Project for volunteers to set moth traps at local Lesser
Butterfly-orchid populations in an attempt to catch and identify the
pollinators. Participants were asked to examine the moths carefully
for the presence of orchid pollinia attached to their proboscises, a
vital clue which would separate the pollinators of Lesser Butterflyorchid from the general catch.
With real enthusiasm from Butterfly Conservation members, and
traps running at five different Lesser Butterfly-orchid sites in
Scotland, we looked set to solve this pollination mystery. However,
the good old Scottish weather refused to cooperate, with cool and
wet conditions leading to poor moth activity throughout much of the orchid's brief flowering period,
and unfortunately we didn't get confirmation of a single Lesser Butterfly-orchid pollinator from any
of the 5 sites - a little disappointing after all of that effort!
However, all was not lost as some moths were trapped carrying the pollinia of other orchid species
- just not the one we were looking for! See below pictures of an Elephant Hawkmoth and Beautiful
Golden Y, trapped by Mike Taylor and Pete Moore near Boat of Garten, carrying the bright yellow
pollinia of Fragrant Orchid on their proboscises.

Daytime moth pollination was also recorded on the flowers of Fragrant Orchid near Boat of Garten.
See below image by Stewart Taylor showing a Six-spot Burnet carrying a collection of bright yellow
pollinia on its proboscis.
Pollinia typically vary in size, colour and shape between different orchid species as well as the
position in which they attach to the insect (e.g. on the proboscis, eyes, head, legs or thorax). For
example, in Lesser Butterfly-orchid the club-shaped pollinia have a short stalk and become attached
to the base of the moth's proboscis, but in the closely related Greater Butterfly-orchid the
club-shaped pollinia have a much longer stalk and become attached to the eyes of the moth. This
24

Volunteers set out to trap elusive moth pollinator (cont)

should, in theory, mean that pollinators of
different orchid species can be distinguished by
examining the appearance of the pollinia and
where they are attached to the insect. However,
at first glance, the pollinia of Fragrant Orchid are
similar in appearance to those of Lesser Butterflyorchid and are attached to the moth in the same
position, on the proboscis. These two species of
orchid frequently occur together in Scotland, and
may potentially share the same pollinators,
presenting an obvious challenge to this study. It
is possible to tell the pollinia of these two species
apart as they are notably different
in shape (see images of pollinia to
left by Mike Taylor), but it is difficult
to distinguish between them with
certainty in the field without a closer
look under the microscope.
Following the limited success last
year, volunteers are being asked to
have another go this year but we'll
have to keep our fingers crossed for
some better weather when the
orchid is in flower during June and
early July. Even if you're not involved with the study, you might find it interesting to keep an eye
out for moths carrying orchid pollinia appearing in your traps along with a note of any orchid species
at the site.
For further information, or to get involved, please get in touch with Andy Scobie, Cairngorms Rare
Plants Project, e-mail: a.scobie@abdn.ac.uk or tel. 01479 810477. If you'd like to know more about
the Cairngorms Rare Plants Project then please visit the new website:
www.cairngormsrareplants.org.uk
Many thanks to everyone who helped with the study last year.
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A Christmas visitor
Mike Taylor

Whilst we were making a start with preparing
our Christmas dinner Britt noticed a caterpillar
crawling off of a vase full of carnations onto
the worktop splashback. It was neither the time
nor place to commence a detailed study of the
beastie so having first shown it to the
grandchildren I popped it into an old food
container with a few of the carnation flowers
to keep it going and carried on with Christmas.

I had taken some photographs of the well
marked and colourful larva but could not come
up with a particularly good match of what I took
to be one of the noctuids. The caterpillar was
unexpected at this time of year so the
assumption was made that it had probably
spent the earlier part of its existence in a
greenhouse and therefore the emergence of
an adult if it was still alive could take place at
any time.

The next day the caterpillar started ravenously
munching into the base of the flowers having
not eaten anything the previous day. At the
time it was about 20mm in length and over the
next ten days or so grew to about 35mm. It
consumed or perhaps I should say destroyed
two flowers most days. Fortunately the
carnations stayed fresh in their vase and did
not run out, though a quick visit to Tesco where
we had bought the originals would have
provided more food had we needed it.

The pupa was left stuck in its food container
which was kept in relative warmth in the utility
room. A twig was added to the container so
that should the moth emerge it had something
to crawl up and dry its wing from. This happed
on the 6th February and what I found was a
medium sized brown noctuid that I could not
at first put a name to. A look in Waring and
Townsend indicated that it was likely to be one
of the Bordered Straws with Skinner's book
indicating more clearly that it was a Scarce
Bordered Straw.

The caterpillar tended to bore a hole in the
flower receptacle just above the stalk and eat
from the nectar rich base of the petals
detaching most of them in the process. On one
occasion it moved into the base of the flower
whilst it moved from one instar to the next so
when it disappeared mid January I at first
thought it was again having a moult but this
time it did not reappear. I had to assume that
it had gone into pupation however it was not
possible to look into the flower receptacle as
the nectar that had leaked from the flower had
now solidified and stuck the flower and its
contents to the kitchen towel and to the bottom
of the old food container.

The Scarce Bordered Straw is as its name
implies a scarce migrant with just a few
sighting in Scotland however like this one it is
also an adventive and can on the continent be
a pest species on cultivated plants. Still it was
the first one that I had ever seen and added
some welcome moth interest whilst waiting for
the more usual culprits to appear outside.
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Diary notes 2011
Dot and Ron Ruston

1st March
Our first butterfly of the season, a brightly
coloured Small Tortoiseshell, appeared on
a window ledge in the spare bedroom today.
Considering it had been in hibernation it was
still a dazzler, fluttering up and down the
window in the bright sunlight.

11th April
We had been out walking with our
grandchildren on quite a drizzly day when
Ron spotted an Emperor Moth in the
heather and as we had the collecting tub with
us decided to take it back to photograph. We
placed it on a piece of driftwood in the
conservatory and lo and behold a little while
later there were 7 eggs laid! Thinking that
they would probably not hatch out, but ever
hopeful, we kept taking a look at them each
day and on 25th April 4 eggs hatched,
followed by the remaining 3 the following
day. We were amazed and immediately
found a large transparent plastic box to place
them in and tried to provide them with fresh
heather and blackthorn every day. However,
by the third day we could see we were losing
the battle to keep the larvae alive and
decided to release the remainder back in the
heather, where we had released the moth.

26th April
A warm sunny day and a first noted visit to
our garden by a Green Hairstreak. We
thought it was perhaps a one off so were
delighted to spot another the following week.
12th July
Out walking near the hill loch on quite a warm
day, keeping our eyes peeled for moths really,
when we spotted a butterfly which we could
not immediately identify, so popped it into a
pot and took it back home. Managed to get a
photograph taken on a butterfly orchid in our
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Diary notes 2011 (cont)
wild patch of garden and then released the
butterfly out on the hill. Searching through an
old Readers Digest book, we found that it was
in fact the northern sub species of the Large
Heath Scotica, so we were pleased to have
been able to record our first sighting of this
butterfly.

30th September
We had headed north for a few days as the
forecast was good and on this Friday we
visited the Castle of Mey where in the walled
gardens we came upon a group of seven or
eight 'Royal' butterflies!! Namely, Red
Admirals enjoying the nectar amongst the
many sedum plants.

17th September
Another really successful work party on the
Polmaily Transect, which we are fortunate to
monitor. A truly great day weatherwise and
the effort made by everyone who volunteered
their labour.

A great finale to the butterfly season.
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Butterflies in Bulgaria
Pete Moore

criticised for being badly surfaced and full of
potholes but I saw this in a positive light, on the
basis that it made everyone drive slowly!
Our first destination was Strandja Natural Park,
an area of great natural beauty with extensive
oakwoods in the south-east corner of Bulgaria
near to the Turkish border. We stayed at a small
guest house in the peaceful village of Stoilovo
for three nights. The guest house owners could
not speak English and we could not speak
Bulgarian but we got along fine with a bit of sign
language and a lot of guesswork. Around the
villages, woodland has been cleared for grazing
livestock and because they are not intensively
managed, these same pastures can be good for
butterflies (although with rural depopulation,
some areas are being abandoned and reverting
to woodland). We were able to walk out of the
village each day, along deserted tracks and
paths, in search of butterflies. Unfortunately,
cool and rainy weather limited butterfly activity
but we still saw species that were new to us, like
Dusky Meadow Brown, Lattice Brown and
Eastern Wood White. On our last day in
Stoilovo, the sun shone, the temperature soared
and out came the butterflies. Fritillaries were
abundant, both Silver-washed and Marbled,
along with various skippers, browns and whites.
A beautiful Map butterfly was the star of the
morning. Although our Stoilovo butterfly list was
reduced by the weather, the birding was brilliant
and staying in the village had been a rich cultural
experience.
We moved on to the village of Kosti, still within
the Natural Park, for the next four nights. Again,
there was no need to drive out during the day,
we simply walked along tracks and paths out of
the village.
The weather improved and
butterflies were active. Highlights included
Cardinal, Nettle-tree butterfly, Freyer's Purple
Emperor, Queen of Spain Fritillary, Clouded
Yellow, Great Banded Grayling, Grecian Copper,
Pearly Heath and Sloe Hairstreak. Two Dutch
butterfly enthusiasts were staying at our guest
house so in the evening we were able to
compare notes. Interestingly, they did not have
a butterfly net like us but instead relied on
patience and getting good photos to allow
identification.

Balkan Marbled White (Hilary Swift)

With just 60 species on its list, Britain has a very
impoverished butterfly community compared to
most other parts of the world. As soon as you
cross the English Channel into northern France,
the number of species increases significantly
and as you move southwards and eastwards
through Europe it gets even better.
In June 2010, Hilary and I went to Bulgaria in
search of birds and some of the 220 or so
butterfly species that are found there. Not being
able to afford to go on an organised tour, we
(mostly Hilary) planned and booked the whole
trip over the internet. This can take a lot of hours
of research but I always think that a holiday can
be enjoyed at least three times over. Firstly, you
can enjoy the planning and the anticipation of
the trip. Secondly, you enjoy the trip itself and
thirdly, you enjoy it all again when you re-visit
your photographs and memories at a later date.
The year of our trip, Balkan Holidays were
offering direct flights to Bulgaria from Inverness
which was very convenient and indeed was
influential in our choice of destination. We
picked up a pre-arranged hire car at Bourgas
airport and away we went. Bourgas is on the
Black Sea coast and a relatively new destination
for beach lovers. Our aim was to get away from
there as soon as possible and into the
countryside. Once away from the city, the roads
were extremely quiet which made for relaxing
driving and gave the opportunity to screech to a
halt at the roadside if an interesting bird or
butterfly was seen, without being a danger to
other road users. Bulgarian roads are often

29

Butterflies in Bulgaria (cont)

For the final six nights of our trip we drove across
country to the tiny village of Gorno Pole in the
Eastern Rhodope Mountains for a change of
habitat. The drive itself was memorable, with
mile after mile of near empty roads and an
extensive rolling landscape with few villages.
Driving through such an area of low population
density made me aware of how crowded Britain
is and how busy are its roads (for those of you
who live in the more remote parts of the
Highlands, remember I live in Strathspey which
is very busy).
In addition to butterflies seen earlier, the Gorno
Pole area added species such as Niobe Fritillary,
Balkan Marbled White, Sooty Copper and Twinspot Fritillary. The highlights here were Little
Tiger Blue (a miniscule hard-to-spot gem) and
Camberwell Beauty (a species that Hilary was
especially keen to see). There were other
beautiful insects around too, for example Antlions and a gorgeous dainty insect about three
inches long with long tail streamers which we
later discovered was a type of Lacewing found
only in that part of the world.

Scarce Swallowtail (H Swift)

Sooty Copper (H Swift)

In total, we identified 50 species of butterfly
during our holiday. If we had gone on an
organised butterfly tour we might have seen
twice that many in just one day but we had the
pleasure of planning our own itinerary, going at
our own pace, identifying everything ourselves
and being unsure about what we would find
around the corner. We also saved plenty of
money into the bargain. We found friendly guest
houses for just £20 per person per night FULL
BOARD (and with the odd drink thrown in). Now
that's what I call excellent value!
I would thoroughly recommend butterfly trips
abroad and Bulgaria in particular. The wildlife
was fantastic, local people were very friendly and
helpful, the food was plain and simple and all
locally grown, the roads were quiet and the
landscape beautiful. I have travelled to a fair
number of countries looking for wildlife and I
must say that our trip to Bulgaria was one of the
best. Hilary and I are returning in 2012, this time
to the Pirin Mountains in the west. I'll let you
know how we get on!

Queen of Spain Fritillary (H Swift)

Spotted Fritillary (H Swift)

30

Field trips and events, 2012
Pete Moore

These are listed below in chronological order. There are further events in the pipeline, the details
of which had not been finalised before this newsletter went to print. These events, along with any
others that are organised during the course of the season, will be advertised on the BC Highland
Branch website and e-mailed to those members for whom we have an e-mail address. Apologies
to those who do not have ready access to a computer.
If you are not on our e-mail list and would like to be added, please contact Audrey Turner, Branch
Membership Secretary, unicorn64@btinternet.com
If you have any ideas for future field trips or other events please contact Pete Moore, Events
Organiser, theconfused@btinternet.com . If you would like a field trip to take place in your local
area, get in touch and we'll see what we can organise.
Please note that these events are open to both BC members and non-members.
Car sharing. For environmental and social reasons it would be good if people car shared when
attending events. If you are travelling by car and happy to give someone else a lift or if you would
like a lift to an event, please contact the event leader beforehand and they will try to match people
up.

March 2012

Introduction to Moths and Moth Trapping Workshop, Strontian,
Ardnamurchan.
Date: Sat March 24
Time: 10.30am
Duration: The event will finish mid afternoon.
Meeting place: The Sunart Centre in Strontian (Àrainn Shuaineirt). If you
are travelling from Ardgour and the Corran ferry turn right just after Strontian
village centre, before you cross the bridge and the centre is 500m down the
road and is the last building you come to. The centre is also signposted.
Grid ref: NM16621. OS sheet 40 (Loch Shiel).
Description: The workshop will cover different aspects of moth trapping,
identification and recording. Moth traps will be set locally the night before
and all moths caught (weather permitting) will be released unharmed the
following day.
What’s needed: Please bring a packed lunch. Tea/coffee and biscuits will
be provided. Please bring any photos of mystery moths for identification. To
book a place and for more information please contact Tom Prescott
(contact details below).
Any other information: The workshop is being funded and run in partnership with West Highland College UHI and Highland Council.
Leader name: Tom Prescott, Butterfly Conservation Scotland
Leader contact details: Tel: 01540 661469, Mobile: 07979 785665
Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Field trips and events (cont)
April 2012

Mid-week Moth Trapping at RSPB Insh Marshes NNR
Target Species: Rannoch Sprawler
Date: Tuesday April 3 (but possibly one of the following days, see below)
Time: 09.30am
Meeting place: Car parking space opposite the village noticeboard in the
middle of Insh village (on the B970 between Kingussie and Kincraig). Grid
ref: NH812016. OS sheet 35 (Kingussie & Monadhliath Mountains).
Description: Lynachlaggan Wood, part of Insh Marshes RSPB reserve, is
a beautiful old birchwood with juniper understory where Rannoch Sprawler
is star of the spring moths. However, in 2011, Scotland’s first record of
Conformist was caught here. Although believed to be an immigrant, there is
speculation in some quarters that this species may be a previously
overlooked resident. Will it be found on this trip?!
Approx duration: 2 hours
Any other information: Since the nights can be very cold at this time of
the year, if the forecast is bad for April 3 this event may be re-scheduled for
either Wednesday 4 or Thursday 5. Please phone Pete Moore a couple of
days before for confirmation of date.
Leader name: Pete Moore
Leader contact details: theconfused@btinternet.com 07866 578079 or
01479 872261

May 2012

Culbin Forest evening Moth Trapping for Kentish Glory and other
moths.
Target Species: Kentish Glory
Date: Friday 4th May 2012
Time: 8:30 p.m.
Meeting place: Culbin Forest, Wellhill Car Park. Grid reference NH997614
OS sheet 27 (Nairn, Forres & surrounding area).
Description: A moth trapping event at night targeting Kentish Glory at
various locations within Culbin Forest with the opportunity to view other
spring moths.
Approx duration: Until approximately midnight but may continue later if
conditions are good.
What’s needed: A torch and warm clothing, you may also wish to bring
something warm to drink.
Leader name: Tom Prescott
Leader contact details: Tel: 01540 661469. Mob: 07979 785665
E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Field trips and events (cont)
May 2012

Spring day-fliers, Achnahannet, near Grantown on Spey
Target Species: Green Hairstreak butterfly and Netted Mountain moth
Date: Saturday May 12 or Sunday May 13
Time: 10am
Meeting place: Meet at the very end of the minor road (yellow on the OS
map) that leads north from the A938 between Carrbridge and Dulnain Bridge,
past Achnahannet. Grid ref NH978279. OS sheet 36 (Grantown, Aviemore
& Cairngorm),
Description: A short walk along an estate track through open heather and
bearberry moorland.
Approx duration: 2 - 3 hours
Any other information: To see these early spring fliers, the weather will
need to be good. Therefore the day of the trip will be chosen nearer the time
on the basis of the best weather forecast. For confirmation of the date, please
phone Pete Moore a couple of days before the weekend.
Leader name: Pete Moore
Leader contact details: theconfused@btinternet.com 07866 578079 or
01479 872261

Lynwilg, Allt na Criche path
Target Species: Pearl-Bordered Fritillary & Moths
Date: Saturday May 19
Time: 09.45 for 10.00am
Meeting place: Carpark behind Aviemore Post Office accessed by turning
into Myrtlefield from the main road through Aviemore and bearing right behind
the shops to the carpark, grid ref NH896128 OS sheet 36. We’ll condense
cars as there isn’t much parking then drive to Lynwilg and park at grid ref
NH875110.
Description: A trip to see Pearl-bordered Fritillary, with a chance of some
other butterflies and day-flying moths.
Approx duration: 3 hours as the path is quite steep in places and we will
take it slowly, although may be longer if the weather is good.
What’s needed: Packed lunch, the path is steep and rough in places so
appropriate footwear will be needed as will waterproof clothing in case of
bad weather
Leader name: Audrey Turner
Leader contact details: email unicorn64@btinternet.com
Telephone 01479 811517, Mobile 07784 000263
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Field trips and events (cont)
June 2012

Polmaily butterfly walk, near Drumnadrochit.
Target Species: Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper
Date: Saturday June 2 or Sunday June 3
Time: 10.30am
Meeting place: The end of the forest track into Polmaily, approx 2 miles
west of Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref NH484304.
OS sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness).
Description: A repeat of last year’s trip to see the results of habitat
management undertaken by enthusiastic branch members.
Approx duration: Up to 4 hours
What’s needed: Bring a packed lunch
Any other information: Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the
Sunday will be decided nearer the time dependant on the weather forecast.
Please phone Mark a few days beforehand for the final decision.
Leader name: Mark Wynn
Leader contact details: 01463 729977

Logie Quarry, Kildary for Small Blue Butterflies.
Target Species: Small Blue Butterfly and day-flying moths.
Date: Sunday June 10
Time: 10.30am
Meeting place: Parking at Quarry entrance, grid ref NH774761, OS sheet
21 (Dornoch, Alness & Invergordon area). Follow road sign to Logie Quarry
1 mile north of Kildary on the A9.
Description: This disused sand and gravel quarry covers an extensive area.
It has a good mix of habitat - scrub, trees, expanses of grassland, and large
areas of dry gravel where Kidney Vetch, the food plant of the Small Blue,
grows in abundance. Also, a number of ponds with dragonflies.
Approx duration: 3 – 4 hours depending on weather.
What’s needed: Packed lunch. Some areas can be damp so suitable
footwear is needed.
Any other information: Large numbers of Small Blue were seen here last
June.
Leader name: Margaret Currie.
Leader contact details: Tel: 01349 877223
E-mail: moths.vc106@btinternet.com
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Field trips and events (cont)
June 2012

Glengorm, Isle of Mull
Target Species: Marsh Fritillary, Transparent Burnet & Slender Scotch
Burnet
Date: Saturday June 16
Time: 11.30am
Meeting place: Glengorm, approx 5 miles north-east of Tobermory. The
minor road to Glengorm ends at a tea-room/coffee shop. Just before the
tea-room there is a"Walkers Car Park" signposted to the right. This is our
meeting point. Grid ref: NM441571. OS sheet 47 (Tobermory). Please do
not use the tea-room car park.
Description: A walk near the beautiful north coast of Mull to look for Marsh
Fritillary and day-flying Burnet moths. Returning to the mainland on an early
evening ferry will give you 5 or 6 hours at Glengorm, plenty of time! However,
some folk will wish to stay overnight on Mull on the Saturday night and make
a weekend of it, in which case it is proposed to have another get-together
on the Sunday, the agenda for which will be decided on the Saturday. This
could be useful if the weather is poor on the Saturday.
Approx duration: Up to 5 hours at Glengorm with the option of a further
get-together the next day.
What’s needed: Bring a packed lunch for Glengorm.
Any other information: For folk coming from the mainland, you will need
to catch either the 10.25 ferry from Lochaline to Fishnish or the 09.30 ferry
from Oban to Craignure. If you are crossing with a vehicle, advance booking
with the ferry operators is highly advisable for Oban - Craignure. There is
no advance booking for the Lochaline - Fishnish ferry, it is run on a first come
first served basis. Arriving at the ferry terminal in plenty of time is therefore
advisable. If you wish to cross as a foot passenger, in which case advance
ferry booking not required, someone on the Mull side can collect you from
the ferry and give you a lift to Glengorm. This will need to be arranged
beforehand, please contact Pete Moore (details below).
Leader name: Pete Moore
Leader contact details: theconfused@btinternet.com
07866 578079 or 01479 872261
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Field trips and events (cont)
June 2012

Kiltarlity area Pine-tree Lappet moth survey
Date: Friday June 22 and Saturday June 23
Time: 8.30pm
Meeting place: Car park of Brockie’s Lodge Hotel, Kiltarlity. Grid ref:
NH514418. OS sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness).
Description: Further targeted trapping to ascertain the status and
distribution of Pine-tree Lappet moth.
What’s needed: Bring your own moth traps if you have them.
Any other information: Depending on the number of people, traps and
generators, we will split into groups to trap as many different local sites as
possible. To help effective co-ordination of the survey please inform Tom
Prescott before-hand if you plan to attend.
If you cannot attend but would like to look for this moth at another time during
its flight period (latter half of June into early July), please also get in touch
with Tom who will help arrange sites and access permissions.
Leader name: Tom Prescott
Leader contact details: Tel: 01540 661469. Mob: 07979 785665
E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org

Spinningdale moth trapping
Date: Sat 23nd June
Time: 10 am
Meeting place: Meet at the car park just over 1km along the unclassified
road going NW from Spinningdale at NH667908 OS sheet 21 (Dornoch,
Alness & Invergordon area).
Description: A look through moth traps run the previous night at this
Woodland Trust property
Leader name: Tony Mainwood
Leader contact details: Tel: 01408 633247.
E-mail: tony.mainwood@btinternet.com.
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Field trips and events (cont)
June 2012

Laide Wood moths and butterflies, part of Gairloch Wildlife Week.
Target Species: Whatever is there!
Date: Monday June 25 AND Tuesday June 26
Time: 9.00am
Meeting place: Laide Wood car park which is on the A832 just outside Laide,
heading towards Aultbea. Grid ref: NG900916. OS sheet 19 (Gairloch &
Ullapool).
Description: A look through a moth trap, followed by a short butterfly walk
around the Community Woodland.
Approx duration: 2 to 3 hrs
Any other information: If the weather is unsuitable (heavy rain/strong
winds) the event will be re-scheduled if possible. For more information or to
check on status contact Barry Blake below.
Leader name: Barry Blake
Leader contact details: Tel: 01445 712075.
E-mail: bcb@ancro.plus.com

July 2012

Assich Forest butterflies and moths.
Target Species: Six-spot Burnet moth
Date: Sunday July 8th
Time: 10 am
Meeting place: End of lane in Assich Forest Grid ref: NH812471. OS sheet
27 (Nairn, Forres & surrounding area). There’s a small amount of parking
space there.
Approx duration: 3 hours, though it can be open to what the weather is
doing.
What’s needed: Packed lunch. We will be walking on forestry tracks, some
of which are stony so good footwear is recommended.
Any other information: The bridge below Cantraybridge College is closed
to vehicles, so from the Nairn-Forres direction approach via Cawdor then
Easter Galcantray. From Inverness, approach via Culloden Moor and Clava.
From the south, A9, via Craggie to Cantraydoune then Wester Galcantray.
Leader names: Suzanne Gyseman and Rowan Moore
Leader contact details: 01667 493406
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Field trips and events (cont)
July 2012

Mid-week moths and butterflies at RSPB Insh Marshes NNR.
Target Species: Whatever is flying!
Date: Wednesday July 25
Time: 9.30am
Meeting place: RSPB Insh Marshes main car park. Grid ref: NN775999.
OS sheet 35 (Kingussie & Monadhliath Mountains).
Description: A look at moths caught the previous night and a walk to look
for butterflies.
Approx duration: Until mid-afternoon
What’s needed: Bring a packed lunch
Leader name: Pete Moore
Leader contact details: theconfused@btinternet.com 07866 578079 or
01479 872261

September
2012

Difficult species moth workshop with Mark Young and Roy Leverton.
Date: Sat Sept 1
Time: Tea/coffee and biscuits from 10.00am for a 10.30am start.
Meeting place: Aigas Field Centre. On the A831 between Beauly and Cannich
at NH461416.
OS sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness).
Description: The main theme of the workshop is "tricky" species covering the
identification of difficult groups such as the "ear moths", Epiritta species, various
confusing carpets and noctuids.
As usual moth traps will have been set overnight so there should be a good
collection of moths on which to test your skills! It may also be possible to make
some initial steps at looking at genitalia for confirming identifications and maybe
hunt for some micros in the surrounding habitat.
Approx duration: 4.00pm to 4.30pm finish
Any other information: A buffet lunch will be provided and there will be
tea/coffee andbiscuits in the afternoon.
Photographs of some of these species for identification will be welcome and
so will any already existing voucher specimens but please do not bring live
moths.
The workshop is being part funded by Highland Branch and there is a charge
of £10 per person.
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL
Leader name: Tony Mainwood.
Leader contact details: Tel 01408 633247
e-mail: tony.mainwood@btinternet.com
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Field trips and events (cont)
September
2012

Polmaily Work Party, near Drumnadrochit
Date: Saturday September 15
Time: 10.30
Meeting place: At the end of the forest track into Polmaily, approx 2 miles
west of Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref: NH484304.
OS sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness)
Description: Another session of scrub clearance to improve the habitat for
Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper.
Approx duration: Up to 5 or 6 hours but you are welcome to join in and
leave whenever you want to. Every little helps so if you only want to come
for an hour that will still be very welcome.
What's needed: Bring lunch and wear old clothes. Bring secateurs, loppers
and bow-saws if you have them. Further hand-tools will be available.
Any other
information: This was a well attended session last year in spite of the rain!
Leader name: Tom Prescott
Leader contact details:
Tel: 01540 661469
E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org

Mob: 07979 785665

Lairg for Slender-striped Rufous
Target Species: Slender-striped Rufous moth
Date: One day between 20th and 30th September depending on the
weather.
Time: Two options any time from 7pm to late and/or the following morning
from 10am.
Meeting place: Forestry Commission Depot at Lairg (on the A839 road
out of Lairg heading west for Rosehall and Lochinver) at NC578056 OS
sheet 16
Description: Slender-striped Rufous is a "Nationally Scarce A" species
only found in the north of Scotland. Foodplants etc are poorly known and
the species is probably under-recorded because of its habitat (upland
rough pasture with juncus flushes) and flight period (mid Sept to early
Oct). This trip aims to repeat a survey carried out in the area 18 years ago
- but hopefully in rather better weather conditions.
Approx duration: A few hours (or more or less!)
What's needed: Warm clothing, waterproofs and wellies plus a good torch
if you are coming to the evening session
Any other information: Please contact Tony Mainwood in advance if you
are interested in attending this event. It is only sensible to finalise the date
once weather forecasts are available and Tony will get back to you to
confirm the date 3 or 4 days ahead of the chosen date - by e-mail
(preferable) or phone.
Continued on P39
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Field trips and events (cont)
September
2012
Continued from
P38

People attending this event can either come for an evening session to help
search for adults as it gets dark and/or turn up the following morning to
check the traps.
Leader name: Tony Mainwood
Leader contact details: Tel: 01408 633247.
E-mail: tony.mainwood@btinternet.com
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Mike Taylor
Mark Wynn

Email: mst.taylor@btinternet.com,
Tel 01479 831060
VC 96, East Inverness-shire
Mike Taylor, Allasdale, Kinchurdy Road, Boat of Garten, Inverness-shire, PH34 3BP.
Email: mst.taylor@btinternet.com,
Tel 01479 831060

Butterfly Recorders

VC 97, West Inverness-shire
Dr Tom Prescott, Mill House, Mill Road,
Kingussie, Inverness-shire, PH21 1LF.

Highland and Moray
Dr David Barbour
125a High Street
ABERLOUR
Banffshire
AB38 9PB

E-mail: tomprescott@btinternet.com
VC 104, North Ebudes, Skye:
Brian Neath, Culag, Carr Brae, Dornie, Kyle, Rossshire, IV40 8HA.

Email: dbfis@btinternet.com

Email: bandj@culag.plus.com, Tel: 01599 555341.

Outer Hebrides / Western Isles

Small Isles: Jessie Mackay, Fionchra,
Carsfad, St John's Town of Dalry, Castle Douglas,

Steve Duffield
5 Drimsdale
S Uist
HS8 5RT

DG7 3SU.
Email: mackay@entomology.freeserve.co.uk,

Tel: 01870 620 241

Tel: 01644 430248.

Mob: 07867 555 971

VC 105, West Ross

Email: steveduffield@hebrides.net
Orkney

Brian Neath, Culag, Carr Brae, Dornie, Kyle, Rossshire, IV40 8HA.

Sydney Gauld
Quoyberstane

Email: bandj@culag.plus.com,
Tel: 01599 555341.

Work Road
St Ola
Kirkwall

VC 106, East Ross
Margaret Currie and Andy Scott,
7 Balnatua, Culbokie,
Dingwall, Ross-shire, IV7 8JQ

KW15 1UF
Tel: 01856 872 468

E-mail: moths.vc106@btinternet.com,
Tel: 01349 877223

Email: orklander45@gmail.com
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VC 107, East Sutherland
Tony Mainwood, 13 Ben Bhraggie Drive,
Golspie, Sutherland, KW10 6SX.
Email: tony.mainwood@btinternet.com,
Tel: 01408 633247.
VC 108, West Sutherland
Sue Agnew, 78 Strathkanaird, Ullapool,
Ross-shire, IV26 2TP.
Email: sue.agnew@virgin.net,
Tel: 01854 666225.
VC 109, Caithness
Neil Money, Heathfield House, Dunnet,
Thurso, Caithness, KW14 8XP.
Email: neil.money@btconnect.com,
Tel: 01847 851346
www.caithnessmoths.org.uk
VC110, Outer Hebrides
Steve Duffield, 5 Drimsdale, South Uist,
Western Isles, HS8 5RT.
E-mail: steveduffield@hebrides.net,
Tel: 01870 620241 (h), 07867 555971 (m).
VC111, Orkney Islands
Sydney Gauld, Quoyberstane, Work Road,
St Ola, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1UF.
Email: orklander45@gmail.com,
Tel: 01856 872468.
VC112, Shetland Islands
Paul Harvey, Shetland Biological Record Centre,
Shetland Amenity Trust, Garthspool, Lerwick,
ZE1 0NY
Email: sbrc@shetlandamenity.org
Fair Isle: Nick Riddiford, Schoolton, Fair Isle,
Shetland, ZE2 9JU.
E-mail: nick.riddiford@lineone.net,
Tel: 01595 760250.

Butterfly Conservation
Company limited by guarantee, registered in
England (2206468)
Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth,
Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP
Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in
Scotland (SCO39268)
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